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MALIGNITY, 


That 1s 


Enmity to Serious aa 
That is, 


To an Holy and Heavenly State of x: M 


Heart and Life : 


tne Deſcribed, Detefted, and unan- F : 
anſwerably proved, to be the Deviliſh | 1B 
Nature, and the 41/itia of the Deyil} +: 
againſt God, and Chriſt, and. the | -*: 


Church and Kingdoms, and the Wn - 
{ign ofa ſtate of damnation. 


By y Richard Baxter, or G ildas mn 


Oppoſers and Perſecytors-of lerious Obedience ut 
God, not ro refule fo (mall a matter as the Re 
ing this ſhore undeniable Evidence, to : 
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their Souls, while yet there 1s hope, from _ w . = 


nable a. ſtate of Sin ang Diaboliſm; Efpet 


Magiftrates and Clergyamen, who are open _ 


and Blafphemous, if in the name of Chriſt's Mini- 4-2 


ſters, they turn rhofe Sacred Offices 2gainit him. 
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READER. 


HIS reprehenſizve Lamentation of 
Engliſh Malignity, or hatred, 
and ſcorn, and perſecution of ſe- 
rious Godlineſs, by them who 

' profeſs to believe 1m God, and to be Ghri- 

ftians, was written 1n priſon (but without 

any provoking ſenſe of my ſuffering) zR 

Anno 1685. or 1686. And by one that was 

not wholly 1gnorant, how much of the Papiſts 

counſel and power, was cauſal in our change 
ſruce the return of K. Ch. 2. 1660. And 
therefore it grateth ſo much upon the Pa- 
piſts, though they were profeſſed Prote- 
ſtants who were the open Agents. | 

It was written by one who can remember, 
at leaſt ſince 1627. that the ſerious prattice 
of Godlineſs was the common ſcorn of the 
vulgar rabble , and he that aid but read 

Fr, Scripture, and Books of Piety, and pray 

in hu family, and catechize Children or 

Servants, or hear a Sermon at the next Pa-- 
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To the Reader. 


rib Church from a Godly Conformiſt, when 
he had none at home, yea that did but ſeri- 
ouſly talk of Chriſt or Scripture, or the Life 
to come, or preparation for Death and Fudg- 
ment, went under the name of a Puritan, 
hich was a reproach in the month of 
arunkarads, ſwearers, fornicators, and all the 

ſenſual, worldly fort, both high and low. 

And that Conformable Miniſters ( yea aud 
Gentlemen ) that were but ſerionſly Rel:- 
grious, no more ſcapt thu ſcorn than Non- 

conformijis ( who were then ſo few, that 
they were in moſt places unknown.) He ſadly 
remembreth how greatly this malignant 
rabble triumphed in the Biſhops Viſitation | 
Articles, and in the Preaching and Talk of 
many Prieſts, who ſharpened their Sermons 
with Invefiives againſt Puritans as dange- 
rous Hypocrite;, though they had not a 
Nonconformiſt within many miles. Fe 
heard the Godly Conformable Miniſters l1- 
ment, that the Biſhops and Eccleſiaſtical 
Corrts by their jealouſie and heat againſt 
the Nonconformable Purttans, became the 
firength and encouragement of this malig- 
nant vitious rabble and that the young 


worldly Miniſters took it for the way to 


preferment, 


To the Reader. 


preferment, to Preach againſt Puritans, 
while they treated the multitude of Pro- 
phane prayerleſs families that had no ſa- 
vour of ſerious Religion, as their good and 
peaceable Flocks. He lived to ſee the 
Godly Learned Conformiſts, ſo grieved for 
this, that they long d for a Reformation 3 
and many Gonformiſts ( as Biſhop Robert 
Abbot, B:ſhop Downame, & dzvers others 
publiſhed therr Reproof and Lamentation 
for it : And good Robert Bolton ( 2 his 
Directions for walking with God) thinks 
that ſince Malice entred mmto the heart of 
man, there was never a word toſſed with 
- more Malice im the mouths of drunkards 
and prophane men, than the word | Puri- 
tan. ] Hundreds and thouſands of theſe 
wicked ſcorners of Religion, were either 
admitted (or driven) to the Sacrament, or 
lived quietly in great Pariſhes while they 
deſpiſed it, while theſe poor Puritans were 
ſtrietly hunted after | And if they faſted 
and prayed with a dying or ſick friend, 
without getting a Licenſe for it from the 
Biſhop, the Church-warden muſt enter them 
znto their Inquiſition, or be forſworn. | 

Theſe Puritans having the greateſt 
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To the Reader. 
averſeneſs to Popery, in ſome things were 
#00 ſuſpicious of all that they thought ſmell d 
of it : And when they heard that in TIre- 
land the Papiſts had moſt barba#ouſly mur- 
dered the Proteſtants ( two hundred thou- 
ſand ) and that they boaſted that they roſe 
by the King's Commiſſion, and threatned 
ts mvade England, and that the Engliſh 
Papiſts were againſt the Parliament; this 
made them think that the Proteſtant Reli- 
gron was hot ſafe, but in the Parliaments 
part and care: Hpon which the next year 
when our odious Groil War began, many of 
them went into the Parhaments Armies : 
But the generality would fam have lived 
quietly at home, but the debauched rabble 
and their Patrons would not ſuffer them : 
But they turned the name Puritan 7znto 
[Roundhead ] and | Down with the 
Roundheads, ] was the common Cry. I 
have my ſelf by that Cry been in preſent 
aanger, 1n faſſmg through a City where no 
man knew me, becauſe I wore not long 
Hair. If their Neighbours did but pray, 
aud ſing a Pſalm 1mm their houſes, the rabble 
. would ( like the Sodomites at the door of 
Lot) ſet up a Cry agavnſt them in the 


ſtreets, 
POT” 19rd 


To the Reader. 
ſtreets, and ſay, [| Down with the 


| Roundheads] the Rebels, « Gowry, 4 


Conſpiracy, &c.] Even where I lived 
they aſſembled with weapons, and. ſought 
my life, and knockt down (mortally by The 
Iſſue) even ſtrangers in the ſtreets that 
medled not with them, becauſe they were 
accounted friends to the Puritans. By this 
* means the Parhaments Garriſons and Ar- 
mies were fill d with Religious men, that 


were forced to flie from their honſes by the 


| malignant ignorant drunkarads, to ſave their 


lives : ' And this, even this was the ruine 
. of K. Charles, and his Army, and of the. 
perſecuting Biſhops aud Glergy. MNeceſſity 
made thouſands to be Souldiers that could. 
not live at home: And moſt were moved- 
by an Argument, that was not cogent, ſill 
ſaying, [We cannot believe that God 
- would ſuffer the generality of the moſt 
Religious to chuſe the wrong ſide, and 
the generality of the Papiſts and igno- 
rant drunkards and malignants to be un 
the right.) | 
O what ſhame and pity % it that the 
 Antyparitan Clergy no better remembred 
| from 1660, till now, by what means they 
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To the Reader, 
fell ; and that they no more underſtood, nor 
yet underſtand, what a torrent of ſin, of 
danger, and of ſhame, 1s come upon them, 
by their ſlrengthuing themſelves by ſheltring 
( to ſay no worſe ) the ſenſual irreligious 
malignant rabble ( Rich and Poor) that 
they may tread down the Puritans, that 
by their own doings are brought into a 
diſlike of them. Witl God ever bleſs a 
prophane rabble ( or Gentry) to be the 
honour and ſtrength of the Church, againſt 
the Religious that deſire a Reformation ? 
{+ 75 not their new fooliſh names and 
ſeorns, ( as Whigs, Trimmers, Presbyte- 
 rrans, &C.) that will prove that 1t 15 not 
ſerious Prety that they hate: As long as 
the moſt filthy wicked livers are the Ene- 
mies and Accuſers, and in their own 
Party and Companions, the wileſt de- 
bauchery paſſeth for ſufferable, and a ſmall 


diſgrace, and thouſands of ſuch ive at FP 


eaſe, when preaching the Goſpel, and 
praying without their Fetters or Book,, muſt 
coſt men ruine, and impriſoument, and 


feorn. And Sulpitins Severus his ſharp 


Invettive againſt Tthacius, Idacius, and * 


the reſt of the Biſhops in their” Synod was, 


that 


| 


f meaning of the Enmity thence pul between 
- the Womans and the Serpents ſeed, exem- 


To the Reader. 


' that m proſecuting the Priſcillian Gno- 


ſticks, they brought the matter to that paſs, 
that if Godly men id bt faſt, and pray, 
and read Scripture, the Þijhops made them 
ſuſpeEted as Priſcillianiſts (even St. Martin 


ſole ) Woe to them that turn the ſacred 


Offices of Magiſtracy and Miniſiry againſt 
God that did ordain them, to be uſed as 


\. 1n his name, and in ſome repreſentation of 
' himſelf, ſacrilegtonſly blaſpheming him as 
an Enemy to himfelf. Shall the Throne of 
. Intquity have fellowſhip with God, that 


frameth miſchief by a Lov, to make [i fn 
common and allowed ? 

By this the Reader may ſee that there 1s a 
double Fiiſtory needful to the full underftand- . 
ing of this Books and of the nature and cau- 


ies of Malignity ; that 1s, 1. The Hiſtory of 


Adam's fall, and the great depravation of 


humane nature thence ariſing ; and the true 


plified in the two firſt Brothers born into the 
world ; as alſo in Iſhmael and Iſaac, Eſau 


4 - and Jacob; and frequently mentioned by 
F# C briſ and his Apoſtles. 


2, The Hiſtory of the advantages that 
Malignity 


To the Reader. 


Malignity hath got in England ſruce the 
Reformation; and eſpecially ſznee the return 
of Charles the jecond,. This muſt contain 
the ſad differences begun at Frankford 1 

. Marys days; the errours and extreams 


of both the differing Parties ; the byaſſing 


determimations of Q. Elizabeth ; the d:ffe- 


rence between the jijt Biſhops that had been 
exiles, and their Succeſſors ; the Presbyte- 
r:ans provocations by over-oppoſing Epiſco- 
pacy, and the Biſhops deſign to root them 
out ; and the making of the Canons to that 
end : The riſe of a new ſort of Biſhops, be- 
gun in Laud, Neile, Howſon, Corbet and 
Buckeridge, with Mountague, and therr 
growth under Buckingham againſt the old 
 Churchmen : The deſign of a Coalition with 
Rome, and the French and Engliſh at- 
tempts thereto : The interruption of this de- 
fzgn by the firſt Long Parliament, and. the 


Wars: The Scots forcing the Parkament | 
(that in their ſtraits asked their help) to 


take their Covenant : The mmpoſing that 
Covenant on the whole Miniſtry, and 
making 1t a dividing Engine on pretence of 


Unitys The Parliaments caſting out (with | 
« multitude of flagitious Myuiſters) fome | 
| Dottors, | 


” 


4 tween the Adberents and Souldiers of _ 


To the Reader. 


Do&ors, for being againſt them, for the 
Kzng, contrary to the defires of Peace- 
makers: The Presbyterians under Monk re- 
ftoring King Charles the ſecond: The re- 
turn and preferment of his Dotlors, and 
their revengeful reſolutions : Their deſign to 


# zct all Ghurch-power and Preferment, and 


Academick Rule into the hands of them that 
moſt hated Puritans,or would endeavour their 
extirpation, and would educate Youth in bit- 
ter prejudice and hatred of them : The vul- 
gar hatred of ſerious Godlineſs in Confor- 
miſts and Nonconformiſts, under the name of 
Puritans : The power that a few returned 
DoElors had with the King and Chancellor 
m the ajpoſe of Preferments, and thereby 
to over-rule the Parliament, and to procure 
the Acts of Hniformity, Corporation Oaths, 
Veſtry and Militia Oaths, and the Atts for 
Bamſhments, Confiements, Impriſouments, 
Fning, Ejefting, Silencing and Ruining 


$ ſuch whoſe Gonſerences pleaded Gods Law ; 
j 21d Authority againſt any of their Oaths, 


Impoſitions, and gflencing Prohibitions to 


preach'the Goſpel : The, great deference mm 


the Wears (I medadle not with the Cauſe) be- 


es do An as I 
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To the Reader. 


K. (Ch. I.) and the Parliaments in point 

of Pzety and Sobriety : The Animoſity and 
zmplacable heat, by which the before Con- 
quered, and now Ruling Party, proceeded to-|| 
wards the ruine of thoſe that they took for 
Enemzes to the Cauſe Civil or Eccleſraſtick, 
which they had owned : The unhappineſs of 
the then þ phony Mrniftry, that being young 
then, had never meadled with Wars that they 
muſt equally ſuffer as Enemzes, for fearing 
the Impoſed Oaths, Subſcriptions, Covenants 
and Pratlices : The rejoycing of the com- 
-0n ſort of the luxurious, drankards, whore- 
mongers and Infidels, that they had got ſo 
many of the Religious into contempt, and | 
ſeorn, and rune: The woful increaſe of 


 Whoredom, Luxury,and Impiety and Saddu- 


c:ſm herenpon: The great numbers of Rel:- 
gzious people,who before hoped for Peace and 
a pious Prelacy, that fell hereupon into an 


hatred of Prelacy, aud a great diſeſteem of 


the Conforming Miniſtry ; and ſo our Di- 
o:fions are grown to a fixed fattions Enmi- 
ty;and malice and worldly intereſt will hear 
20 motions or petitions for Peace; and yet 


madly plead all for Love and Peace, while 


they implacably fight againſt them, and ac-FÞ- 


enje 


I te Reader, 
cuſe thoſe as the Enemues of Peace, who 


beg Peace of them, and cannot obtain it. 
This 1s the ſum of the doleful- Hiſtory 
which this Book preſuppoſeth : But ſhould 1 
write it, the rage would be increaſed. The 
foregoing Narrative 15 as much as 1s fit for 
this brief Diſcourſe, which, if you will, you 
may ſtyle Acris correptio, with Gildas; 
or Planc&tus'Eccleſiz, with Alv.Pelag. Or 
the Groans of the Church, with a late 
Conformable Divine. It hath been caſt by 
four years, at firſt becauſe it would not be en- 
dured, and after in a vain hope that our 
Church Reformation would make ſuch a 
complaint leſs neceſſary. But now I percerve 
the Devil will be the Devil, and Mankind 
will be born blind, ſenſual and malignant, 


til there be a new Heaven and Earth in. -- * 
which dwelleth Righteouſneſs. Come 
Lord Jeſus. 

Auguſt 24. (1689.) The fatal Day of 
Silencing in England 71 1662. 


Chap, 
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Chap. I. 4 Lamentation for the caſe of the 
Deluded, Maizgnant, Militant World. 


\Þ# * E depraved and miſerable condi- 
tion of Mankind,hath long been the 
aſtoniſhing wonder of the ſober and inquiſt- 
tive part of the world: Philoſophers were 
puzzled with the difficult queſtions, whence it 
firſt came? and why it is no more remedied ? 


Chriſtians are taught by the facred Scrip- 


tures how to anſwer both, by laying iron _ 41 


mans miſuſing of his free will, ſuppoſing Gods 
a rages fs tryal and cemptationsz and 
on his reſiſtanxe and rejection of remedying 
grace, in the _—_ that ic is vouchſaft or 
offered. Bur ſtill there are difficulties, and 
our underſtandings are dark, and hardly fari- 


fed. And whence ever it comes, the'caſe is  -? 


doleful, and we cannot bur think of it with 
aſtoniſhment and lamentation. When we' 
ſaw an hundred thouſand made dead corps 
by the London Plague 1665. it did not takeoff - 
the terrour to know how it begun. And when 
we {aw the Citv on a dreadful flame, which 
none could ſtop, it cured not the general 
aſtoniſhment to conjecture how it was kindled 
or carried on : No doubt but Hell it ſelfpro- 
claimeth that God is _s Wiſe and Fuft,and 
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Devils and Men are the cauſe of their own 


everlaſting puniſhment. Bur yer if we had a 
fight of itamazement and dread would over: 
whelm us. And, alas! what a Map of Hell is 
the greateſt part of Earth > Hell isa place 
of Lying, Malignant and murderous, hurtful 
Spirits, miſerable by and for their wickedneſs : 


And is not this ina lower degree, a true de- 


{cription of moſt of the Earth ? 

y$ 2. Nineteen parts ,in Thirty of the 
Earth areIdolarers and Heathet:s : And do I 
need to ſay; how ignorant, wicked and miſe- 
rable they. are ? Many of them publickly wor- 
{hip the Devil, as Witches do with us; and 
he,deludeth them, and appeareth in divers 
ſhapes to: them, and ruleth them as he doth 
Witches. . And thoſe that are more civil are 
ſtrangers or enemies to Chriſt : Six parts 
ofthe thirty are-Ignorant Mahometans, de- 
ſtroyers indeed of Heatheniſh Idolatry. and 
{ach as take'Chriſt for a great and true Pro- 


phet, -.-but know him nor as a Saviour, but 


equal or prefer a groſs Deceiver, and live.un- 
der barbarous Tyrants who by violence keep 


them in the dark. The other five parts that 


are called Chriſtians, alas! conſiſt moſt of 
people bred up in lamentable JTgnorance, 
moſtly barbarous or debaſed by the oppreſ- 
ſton of Tyrants ; {uch as the Moſcovires,moſt 


of the Greeks, the Abaflines, Armenians,and: | 


many Eaſtern Sects and Nations. What Ig- 


norance the vulgar Papiſts are bred in, uv. | 
 dtaly, 
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Traly, Spain, Germany, Poland, France, and 
other Countreys, and what enmity to true 
Reformation prevaileth in Princes, Prieſts 
and People ; and by what Lying and Cruelty 
they fight againſt Truch, and what Inquiſj- 
tions, Murders and inhumane Maſflacres have 
been their powerful means, I need not uſe 

many words to tell. 
" And are the Proteſtant Reformed 
Churches free from flethly, worldly, wicked 
men? from ignorant malignant cruel -Ene- 
mies to Truth, and Piety, and Peace ? 

$ 3. Our Kings Dominions are the beſt 
and happieſt Nations on Earth. Here is moſt 
Knowledge of the Truth, and moſt propor- 
tionably that truly Love it, and live ina holy 
obedience thereto,and fain would live a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſs. honeſty 
and {obriery : But, alas! rhey muſt be' con- 
rented with their own perſonal uprightnels 
and reward, and the peace of their Conſci- 
ences in Gods acceptance. But with men 
there ſeemeth to be no hopes- of common 
W:/dom, Piety, Love and Peace. 


We are all baptited with one Baptiſm; we © 


all profeſs to be the ſervants of one God,and 
the faithful followers of one Chriſt, and to 
 believein one Holy ſanctifying Spirit, and 
to 'believe the ſame Canonical Scriptures as 
the Word of God, indited by that Spirit ; 
1;--and to be of one Holy Catholick Church, 
| Whith' is all the Members of Chriſt on 
$9 B 2 ; Earth 3 
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Earth ; and to hold the Communion of Saints: 
We moſtly in E:gland and Scorland agree in 
the Proteſtant Reformed Doctrine, and Sa- 
craments ; Our concord in profefſion is {ſo 
great,that if ſome men had not deviſed ſome 
Oaths, Profeſſions, Covenants, Practices 
and Knacks, and Engines of their own (which 
they dare not ſay, God made ) to become 
the matter of our unavoidable diſſent, they 
could hardly have known how to pretend 
any difference in religion among us, and hell 
would ſcarce have found any Cloak for 
malicious accuſations, enmity and diſcord. _ 
You ſhall ſcarce meet with a man that will 
not ſpeak well of Love and Peace, and fay 


”,, thatwe muſt Love God above all,and our Neigh- 


bours as our ſelves, and do as we would have 0- 
thers doto ws. And yet 15 there any Enmi- 
ty or Diſagreement 2 Alas how great, and 


_ how uncureable? 
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$ 4. Who would think that kney us nor 
by our Profeſſion, but only by our Actions, 
but that the three Kingdoms conſiſted of the 
deadlieſt Enemies to each other ? Of Turks 
and Chriſtians z of Wolves and Sheep, rhat 
I {ay not of Devils and Men? Yea Turks and 
Chriſtians can live together in Znngary.and . 
all the Eaſtern C ountreys; O7chodox and: He: * 
reticks can live together, in Poland, HeJugrize - 
Holland, &c. But Proteſtantsand Proteſtants. © 


cannot live together in Zricain. Cities ang | - 


Corporations, Countreys and Churches;::3#; | 
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(5) 
not Families alſo, are diſtracted in enmity and 
more than mental feuds and war. Guelphes 
and Gibelines, party againſt party, ſtudying 
Accuſations againſt each other, as if they 
were Scholars daily exerciſed in the School 
of him that is the Acculer of the Brethren. 
All their Learning and Wit 4s called up, and 
poured out, to render others as ocious as 
they are able. All their power, intereſt, 
friends and diligence are uſed to ruine and 
deſtroy each other. No lies or perjury with 
ſome ſeem unlawful to accomphlth ſo defired 


an effect. In all companies, the diſcourſe and. - _ 


converſe that ſhould be to edifie each other 
in Love, and comfort each other by the' 
hopes of dwelling together in Heaven, is ta- 
ken up with ſlanders, backbitings, ſcorning, 
railing and plotting the overthrow of the 
beſt of their neighbours. Innocency never 
wants odious or {cornful names : As if they 


were acting their part that called Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, and the ancient Chriſtians, De- 
cetvers, Blaſphemers, Enemies to Cxlar, Ring- 
leaders of Sedition, that taught men to worſhip 
God contrary to the Law. Every drunkard and 
wicked liver can as eaſily make his conſ{cio- 
nable neighbour a Rogye, or a Traitor, or a 
Schiſmatick, or an Hypocrite, as he can open 


- His mouth and ſpeak. And to juſtife all this 


malice is become a virtue ; hating the moſt 


©". religious, is Zeal for Government and Order; 
1 - deſtroying Cluiſts Members, is ſtanding up 
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for the Church; hunting them as Dogs do 
Hares, or as Hawks do the lefler birds, is a 
meritorious work, of ſ{upererogition no 
doubt, and wiil not finally loſe its reward : 
God is {erved by hating and {corning them 
that are ſerious in his ſervice. It is Religion 
to make Religion odious, and call it Hypo- 
crifie, and to be for that which is uppermoſt, 
and befriends their worldly Intereſt, and to 
make him ſuſpected of Difloyalty,who is for- 
obedience to God. Conſcience, and fear of 
finning, and of damnation,'is the mortal ene- 
:my to. be conquered or driven out of the 
"Land: as if there were no quietneſs to be 

expected in mens minds, no concord in the 
Church, no obedience to the Clergy, or the 
Laws, no ſafety from Sedition, till Conſci- 
ence be ſilenced or baniſhed, and men give. 
over fearing God; or as if Chriſt and Ceſar * 
could not both reign, but God or Princes * 
mult be derhroned. ; 

 AndO that the ſacred Tribe were inno- -- 
cent, and none of them were the leaders in 
{uch hypocritical malignity ! Their Canons 
 1p/o fafo excommunicare all (not excepting 
Princes, Parliaments or Judges ) that do bur 
iay, that any of their Cerengnies, Liturgy, Or 
Officers in Church Governmezt, (NOT CEXCEPLINT 
ne lowelt or Lay-mens power of the Church 
Keys by decreeing Excommunications and 
Abſoijutions) are repugnant tothe Word of God: 
And when they have ip/o fadto gy 

2 cate 
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cated them all, they call them Separatiſts for 
not coming to their Communion: Think not 
the contradiction and hypocriſy -incredible : 


- readbutthe 5, 6,7, and 8. Canons, and judge. 


They have a Law, and by their Law he is 
cut off from the Church or Chriſt, that doth 
but call any of theſe the Inventions of Pre- 
Jates, finfu], or ſay that God forbids them ; 
And the Jail muſt be his dwelling till he die 
there, who in ten caſes remaineth Excom- 
municate, and doth not openly profeſs that 


 . herepenteth, and judgeth that to be finleſs, 


which he is utterly unable ſo to judge. 
When we have preached ſeven and ſeven 
years, to perſwade a Prunkard, a Liar, and 
Prophane ſwearer, an Atheiſt, to Repent; 
he liverh quietly out of the Jail though he 
repent not : Bur if 4 man repent not ( when 
he cannot ) of judzing that God forbids {uch 
humane inventions and impoſitions in Reli- 
210n, take him Jaylor ; He that will not be 
tor our humane Offices, Ceremonies and Im- 
poſitions, thall not be of our Church ; And 
when we have caſt him out, we'll fay, He 
ſeparateth : and if he be nor of our Church, 
he (hall be in Jail ; As if the Church and the 
Jail. would hold all the land, except his {in 
be ſuch a Peccacillo as Atheiſm, Sadduceifm, 
Beſtiality, Hobbiſm, Popery, Man-ſlaugh- 
ter,” Adultery, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, &c. 


- not aggravated by the crimes of breaking the 
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Canons in point of conformity ; Or if many 
thouſands cannot or will not come within the 
Doors of the Pariſh Church, ſo they will 
g0 to no unlicenſed preacher, nor worſhip 
God in Houſe or Church ar all, they live 
quietly out of Priſon, Bur if the mote of ag 
Oath or Ceremony ſ{crupled be in their eye, 
that eye muſt be pulled out (1f the mote can- 
not) or elſe the whole body be caſt into their 
Hell. And if the Preacher be but a Candi- 
date of Domination, his way is oft to call to 
the Magiſtrate to execute the Law upon ſuch 
as dare preſume to worſhip God openly, till 
they holdall ſuch impoſed Oaths, Covenants, 
Profeſſions and Practices to be lawful : He is 
. to make his auditory believe that ſuch men 
- are dangerous, intolerable perſons, and that 

their meeting to worſhip Gad and learn their 
duty,is to cheriſhSedition, Hereſy and Schiſm 
and that Rebellion is in their hearts ; and 
chat the Preachers that even to a thing indif- 
ferent are not of their mind and obedience, 
are deceivers, and factious, and it isno facri- 
Jedge, bur a duty to forbid them to preach 
the Goſpel. If the People dare not truſt the 
Parion, Vicar or Curate of the Pariſh, (be 
he what he will, whom a —— Patron chooſ- 
eth for them) with the Paſtoral Ordinary 
conduct of their Souls, or if he Preach not at 
all, ifthey go tothe next Parochial confor- 
milt for the Sacrament, he is to be driven 


home, and uſed as difobedient: 


. s; 


Through : | , 
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Through the great mercy of God while 
the Bible is Licenſed, a Preacher in England 
knoweth not how to ſpend his hour, if he 
ſay not ſomewhat for Faith and Godlineſs, 
Love and Peace : And when they come 
down, none are ſo hated by ſome of them, 
as thoſe thar believe and do to their utmoſt 
what they for faſhion ſake perſwaded them 
to believe and do. Their neighbours who 
have not 4 word with the Prieſt of any thing 
but this World, nor read a chapter or put up 
a prayer in their families, theſe are good and 
quiet neighbours 3 Bur if any ſeriouſly pre- 
pare for their everlaſting ſtate, and mind 
their Salvation above the World. eſpecially 
if he pray without-book, and diſlike the ig- 
norance and ſcandalous lives of ſorry Prieſts, 
theſeare the dangerous troublers of the land, 
away with them,and give us thoſe that trouble 
us not with the talk ofGod and of death, and 
Heaven or Hell, of Scripture or of Conſci- 
ence, and that ſ{cruple nothing that we would 
have them ſay or do. If ſuch pray, it is but 
in hypocriſy 3 If they go to hear any other 
Preacher, it is in faction. If they ſpeak any 
words to God which are not written. down 
for them to read, they ſawcily prate to God 
and {peak but nonſence ; If they be earneſt 
as knowing whae they pray for, they do but 
whine and cut faces, and ſpeak through the 
; Noe, or area pack of groaning Hypocrites. 
It js confeſt that the ſpirit of Adoption and 
was SUPPli- 
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Supplication is Gods Gift; and that thisSpirit 
taught the Biſhops and Convocation in what 
words to pray to God: But if the moſt holy or 
learned man beiides them pretend to it, and 
think that any may pray by the Spirits help 
but the Convocation, there are reverend 
men that will deride thatSpirir or that prayer. 
would at leaſt they would let men pray by 
reaſon and the ſenſe of their Souls neceſſities 
(as'a Child will beg pardon of an offended 
Father, ) if they will not give them leave to 
pray by that Syirit (which all muſt live by 
that will be ſaved. ) 

Phyſictans uſe their patients with ſome 
humanicy, and will not fay to him that ſaich, 
[ My ffomach cannot take down this Potion ;, I 
ſhall caſt it up | You ſhall take it or die, or go to 
Priſon: Or it one ſay, | This Pill s bigger than 
*y Throat can ſwallow, ] They will rather ſay, 
It ſhall be made leſs than they will -cut his 
Throat wider to get it down. And urethe 
reaſon is becauſe the Law doth make them 
Phyſicians to none but Volunteers, and give 
them no compelling power : If it did, 1 
know not what inhumanity they might come 
to : For I will not believe that there 1s. any 
thing in Divinity which tendeth to make 
men more inhumane than Phyſicians. 1 
have ſeen Jews and others that will eat no 
{wines fleſh ; And I have known many that 


a talt of Cheeſe would caſt into a fwound . - 


near ceath: AndInever knew any ſay, ysu 
41G 
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ſhall eat this, or die : Nor that ever motione& 
the making of a Law that a)l men ſhould be 
impriſoned, or forbidden all other meat.who 
refuſed to eat Swines-fleſth, for fear of tole- 
rating Jews. . 

But we have Prieſts too many, that will 
lay, Take every Oath, Promiſe or Ceremony re4 
quired of you, or preach not, nor worſhip God 


openly at all: Take me for your Paitor, or 


you ſhall have none: Hear me, or hear no 
man: Receive the Communion from me,or 
from none: Deny not the lawtulneſs of 2 
Ceremony, or be Excommunicate. 

$ 4. And is it now any wonder tnat the 
people ſay as they are taught ? And theſe are 
leflons ea(ilier learnt -than a Catechiſm, or. 
the Creed, or the meaning of Baprilm- How 
quickly can a man learn to call his Neigh- 
bour Whig, or Tory ! Or to hate a Godly 
man, or in a Tavern or Ale-houſe to ſcorn 
them, or drink and curie to their confaſion, 
and to ſay, I hope to ſee them all hang'd or 
baniſhed out of the Land: As a Prieit that 
knows not what Divinity or the. Prieſtly 
Ofkce is, may betore he taketh many degrees, 
attain tne ability learnedly to call his Godly 
Neighbours, Schiſmaticks, or Hypocrites or 
worſe; SO no doubt a few ſuch Sermons. if 
not a Tavern, can quickly teach them that 
never knew what Religion is, yea that can 


ſcarce ſpeak ſenſe, to revile the witeſt and 


belt men, as if they were ſinners againſt the 
. true 
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true Religion, if they will be ſerious in any 


true Religion at all. 
5. O finful ! OmiſerableLand ! Who 


kindled all the helliſh flames of thy maligni-- 


ty.and mad diviſions > And who continueth 
them, and for what 2? What cloven foot hath 
entred, and expelled concord? What Spi- 
ritruleth thee ? Were it the Spirit of Chriſt, 
it would be for healing, Love and Concord ; 
It would ſet men on ſtudying to promote 
Love-to all, even unto enemies, but much 
more to the moſt holy. It would make men 
zealous of good works, and if it were poſſible 
as much as in them lieth to live peaceab:y 
with all men, to bleſs thoſe that curſe them, 
to pray for thoſe that hate and perſecute 
_ them, forbearing and forgiving one another, 
even as God for Chriſts ſake forgiveth us. 
It would teachthem while they have time 
to do good to all men, but eſpecially to them 
of the houſhold of Faith 3 Mens hearts would 
be conſtituted of Love : It would become a 
pature in them. Their Speech and Converſe 
would be the Savoury breath of Love: Their 
_ dealings towards all men would be the works 
of Love : Their ſharpeſt reproofs would be 
but to do the ſinner good. | 


But alas another Spirit hath poſſeſſed thee 


which rageth and teareth thee ; and is blind 
and deaf ; Ir calleth for Fire from Heaven, 


and it kindleth a fire of Hell : And fure bis 
fame 1s Legion; for there are many. 'It Þ} 
paſeth _ ; 


CF 
paſſerh under the names of Wiſdom, and Ha- 
rred of ſome evil : But it muſt needs be Earth- 
ly, Senſual and Deviliſh, for it is neither 
Pure, nor Peaceable, Gentle, or Merciful and 
Impartial, but foameth with bitter envy and 
ſtrife, unto confuſion and every evil work: 
And yet thou knoweſt not what manner of 
Spirit thou art of. 

Is it God that ſetteth rulers and people a- 
g4inſt each other. Doth he divide his own 
Kingdorn, againſt it ſelf, when he tells us that 
the Devil will not do ſo by his. Is it God 
that ſers the parts of the ſame body in a. ha- 
tred ard War againſt each other » As if-it 
were the intereſt of thenobler and the Ser- 
vile parts to weaken or deſtroy each other 2? 
And it werean addition to the health and 
welfare of the one,which is gotten by. Con- 
queſt from the other Is it God that mak- 
eth people deſpiſe or diſhonour their lawful. 
Governours, or any Rulers to hate the beſt 
Subjects, and defire more to be feared than 
to be loved, and rather to have power to do 
hurr, than actually ro do good > Is it .God 
that ſets Corporations, and Churches and 
Neighbours and Families, 1n a ſtate of Ma- 


lice, Vexation, Strife, and a kind of War 


againſt each other ? Doth the Spirit of God 


 indxte the malicious Pamphlets, which exer- 

cifethe utmoſt of Wit and Hatred, to de- 
3 -Rroy. Love, and to call the Nation into-the 
4 Devils Camp, by mutual hatred to live as 


Enemies, 


* 
* 
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Enewies, and Fight againſt the Lord and the 
ways of Feace. - And if any endeavour a re- 
conciling healing of our wounds, it's turned 
into ſcorn, and his healing motions are re- 
prelented as the grand caules of diviſion 
and to beg tor peace is heinous Schiſm, and 
next Rebellion againſt rne Church, and a 
Crime fufficient to forfeit that mans Peace 
and Reputation : And he that tells men of 
che only poſſible terms of Concord, is made 
the chiefe(t cauſe of diicord. Tolerve and 
worſhip God no otherwite than Perer and 
Pal did, and than God preicribeth is enough 
to render us unworthy to live on Ergliſh 
Earth > And if Enolazd may not ſuffer ſuch, 
why ſhould any other nation {ſuffer them ? 
There are men that keep holy days for 
Yr. Peter, and St. Pail, and dedicate Churches 
to them, and their bellies are maintained ar 
Dzves rates, and their Wealth and Revenues 
and Grandure held up, by that which 1s dedi- 
cated to theſe Churches, ( and to alienate any 
of this ſuperfluity from their fleth were worſe 
Sacriledge than to caſt out and filence a thou- 


{land faithful Preachers ; ) And yet it St. Paul 


were a Preacher now in France, Spain, Italy 
or England, and would worihip God but as 
he did when he was on Earth, and would not 
{wear, fay and do as much more as: the 
Biſhops Canons bid him, I think we ſthould 
again hear thoſe words, Ats 22. 22. Away 
with ſuch a fellow from the Earth, for it 1s my 

| that 
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that he ſhould live ( here :) Unleſs he wrought 
miracles to convince men : And whether 
thoſe would prevail is a doubtful caſe ; or 
whether he wouid not paſs for a Deceiver 

and Fanatick. 
$6. As intimes of War, all broken, beg- 
early and idle fellows, turn Souldiers, as the 
ealzeſt trade to live by, and are never after 
good for any other trade, but to kill and rob 
men ; So the Love-hilling Regiments, have for- 
ſaken other trades, and. tliis is ike to put 
down all. Bookſellers complain that they 
can fell few Books but News and Sccrning 
or Inve<tive Libels. And what is the 1nb- 
ject of our (forweriy weekly and now daily) 
News Books 2 Why, they tell us that ſuch a 
City or Corporation are alcogether by: the 
Ears as Enemies, ſome chooting one Mayor 
and ſome another ; Some called Whig, and 
others Tories; Some ſeeking the ruine and 
Blood of others, and ſome hardly efcapins 
the power of falſe Witneſſes and, Oaths!- 
OneJury acquitting a man whoſe lfe45iought, 
and another condemning him*#lo- licir -a 
Fown or City 1o many honed, ang 40. many 
Ciſtreined on, and ſo - rrany-erafyded into 
Jails, and fuch and {ath*2reachers” caſt into 
Priſon, and ſuchg one ded there, for pray- 
ing to God and '6pealy worthipping him 
without-book, or by no book but his own. 
In fuch and ſuch a Country the people proſe- 
cuting each other on ſuch accounts, © and 
| ſome 


unde 
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ſome flymg into other parts, and ſome into 
America to ſeek that peace among Savages 
and Wolves, and Serpents, in Wildernefles, 
which they could not have under ſacred Pro- 
teſtant Prelates and their Clergy. In France 
the poor Proteſtants hunted like Hares, nei- | © 
ther ſuffered to live at home, nor to flie || p 
naked to beg their bread in other Lands ; } { 
and all this for the concord and peace of the || 1 
holy Catholick Church; a pattern ſo wor- || t 
thy of imitation, that even ſuch excellent || r 
men as Grotizs think, that it's worth all ha- | { 
c 
] 
' 
| 
| 
| 
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zards, labour and coſt, to reduce England and | 
the Lutherans to the French-Church-Con- |} 
fiſtence, and to filence and rvine all as Cal- | 
viniſts thar are againſt it. From Hungary we 
muſt read, how the perſecuted Proteſtants, 
after rheir utmoſt ſuffering and patience, are 
fain to call in Turks to ſave them from the 
cruelties of Chriſtians. Ang that thoſe parts 
thar are under the Turks have far more 
proſ->rity and freedom in Religion, than 
thof- :-.1: :»e under the Emperor & Papiſts. 

Ana Proti:ftants under them are kept in 
cot 13) tear, 2s knowing that it is their 
Law ag. f*-crins. that Princes are bound to 
do their zeſr to ©ai*rminate or deſtroy 
ﬀ them, on pain of }'x..47:r'1nication, Depo- 
Mt _ ſition and Damnatic. ; Aud remembring the 
| Inquifitions, the Piedmunt, French, Dutch, 
Iriſh, &c. Maflacres : So that they are 
brought to this hard dilemma, Chuſe whether 
you 


t 
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you will be Dead men, or be proclaimed Rebels. 
If whole Countreys will not lie down and die 
patiently without ſelf-defence, they are odi- 
ous Rebels. 

Theſe and ſuch other are the ſubjects of 
our News-books, which have broken the 
poor Bookſ(ellers, who were wont co live by 
ſelling Books of Learning, and of practical 
Divinity. And too many Preachers are tain 
to be ſhort as well as formal in their Ser- 
mons for Chriſtian Love, becauſe they ſpend 
{o much time in Preaching up hatred and 


| deſtruction. Were there but any Art that 
| could deviſe any Engine that could reach the 


heart, and rurn it into the hatred of thoſe 


| that never did them wrong (as they ſay ſome 

| Philters and Charms will make men mad 

{ with Love ;) Or if anv £vothecary had an. 

| effectual Medicine againſt brottzerly Love, Þ | 

| doubt theſe would become the moſt accu- 
ſtomed Shops and proſperous Trades in ail 


the City : Bur for want of ſuch, ſome Pul- 
pits, Printers. Bookſellers, Clubs, Drinking- 


| houſes, and Play-houſes (to pals by fouler) 


muſt ſerve the turn. But if God haye- not 
mercy on the Land by*refrair,inz,.them, 
Gunpowder-makers, CGun-imfths, Sword- 
ſellers, Souldiers, S\'tarc's and Executio- 
ners, will {wallow up moſt other Trades in 
the Laiid. It's worth enquiry whether in 


foreſight of this, they ſet not their Sons to 


fyuch Trades as theſe, or Apprentices to ſuch 
0 G Lawyers 
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Lawyers as are beſt at preparative Accuſa- 
tions, and have learnt Terizlls's Art: Or to 
{uch Schools and Turors as can teach them 
the Learning of Zedckiah, and the four 
hundred Frophets, 1 King. 22. 

$ 7. And all this is the more unexcuſable 
and lamentable, becaute they came bur late- 
ly out of the fire, which this fame malig- 
nant Spirit kindled ; The very tame caules 
caſt the three Kingdoms into dreadivl Flames 
and Blood. The Hiitoriesof the bloody 
murder of many hundred thouſands called 
Albinenſes, WW aldenſe s- and Bohemians, 10 
Piedmont, Germany and elſewhere, and of the 
Netherland cruelries, the Spazith Inquiſition 
and Invafions, the murder of thirty or forty 
thoaſand at once in France, and of two of 
their Kings, the Powder Plothere, as well 
2s the Bonetires in Q AZ arys days, and 
much more their Council s and Doctors de- 
fending and ny ſuch utage of Pro- 
teltants, did ſer all our Parliaments one af- 
ter another into 2 vehement unwillingneſs to 
be fo uſed, and to fall into their hands thar 
will do itif they can : And when the evil 
Spirit had-ratlggd-crols intereſts and diſtruſts 
between KingWde Parliament, the Papiſts 
ſeeming to be for,che-War and King, and 
tuddenly murdering th Trcland no fewer than 
ewo hundred thouſand, and pretending the 


Kings Commiſſion, and threatning the like } 
in Engle, affrightned the People into the - 
Army, 
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Army, after raiſed by the Parliament. And 
though I think all that War in E292zd kill'd 
| not the fourth part ſo many as the Papiſts 
r had murdered in /reland ; yet ſo diſmal and 
odious was it, and had fo direful an end, as 

= loudly told us how bad -the cauſes and be- 
. | ginnings were. Few parts of the Land were 
tree from ſpoil, plunder and poverty ; yea or 
from terrible Steges and fields of blood : 
Englith-men laboaring to deſtroy each other, 
and ſome hirinz Forreigners to help them : 
And Lads running from their Pareats to be 
as Apprentices to the Man-killing Trade. 
Counties were againſt Counties, Cities againſt 
Cities, Neighbours again{t Neighbours, 
ſingle perſons flying from Men as from Bears 
and Tygers as after in the Plagne-time,afraid 
of almoſt all that they met. And at laſt the 
very Armies falling cut among themſelves : 
The arſt raiſed for the Parliament, were 
z- | maſtered by a ſecond Party, that brought 
C | in (as Auxiliaries) a newImpolirion ; and thar 
o | Party after maſtered and cat down by a third 
'r | that brought in a new Caule 3 and that pre- 
| | vailing,pulling down their Maſters, an Ulur- 
« | per odiouſly deſtroying the King, and ſetting 
' | up himſelf with another Title, and ſubduing 
I | and ruining thoſe chat were againſt it, even 
n | both the Parties that began the War : And 
yet when he was dead, to thew rhe World 
' What diviſzons can do, that ſame Victorious, 
. Rebellious Army, fell all into pieces by its- 
| G 3 own 
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. _ own diſcord, and was totally diflolved as by 
2 miracle, without one drop of blood that 
ever I could hearof; and the Victorious 
leaders many of them hang'd,drawn and quar-. 
tered,and their heads and quarters hang'd up * 
on the City Gates. 

And would not one think that a Nation of 
men in their wits, ſhould after ſo long and 
fad experience of the miſchiefs of hatred 
and diviſion, be willing of the reviving of 
Love and Concord, and hate all motions of 
dividing any more? Bur alas, they hate them 
that would hel oar wounds; and if any one. 
lay on a healing Plaiſter, there are hands too 
many both Lay and Clergy, ready with rage 
to pull it oft, and yet it's all on pretence of 
healing us, that they will not ſuffer us to be 

- healed ; for the way of peace they have nor 
known. Unhappy Surgeons, that know no 
Balſom but Corroſives and Diſtilled Vine- 
gar, yeano way of healing but by diſmem- 
bring, even the uſefulleſt members of the 
Body. Having learned of the Romith Leeches 
thatlive on blood, when they are for ex- ||. 
bauſtirſg the vital Stock, and caſt the King- * 
dom into a Pally or Maraſmmus, they tell you 
it was all but corrupt or hxmorrhoidal blood, 
and the loſs of it neceſlary to cure the mad- 
neſs.of the Land. 

The beginning of ſome reconciliation be- 
tween the firſt contending Parties, began to: 
fatter us with the hopes of Reſtored Love, | 
no: K- and. 
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and Quietneſs: Secret conſultations prepared .. : 


the way : Lords, Knights and Gentlemen, 


Print cheirProteſtations forOblivion and Re- 
- conciliation, and againſt Revenge. Hereupon 


thoſe that by Land and Sea, in the three 
Kingdoms had fought againil the King, re- 
ſtore him : The land rejoyceth in the tmiling 
hopes of reviving Charity and Concord : 
The King chiefly cauſeth theſe hopes by his 
Declarations and Act of Oblivion, and ſpeci- 
ally his healing Gracious Declaration about 
Ecclefiaſtical Aﬀairs. The houſe of Com- 
monsand the Ciry Miniſters give him thanks 
for it: Who would have thought now but 
ſuch Experience, ſuch Proteſtations, fuch 
Obligations, ſuch Authorities thould have 
pur the whole Kingdom into a longing de- 
fire to perfect the work of Love and Feace? 
But it proved clean contrary:Some had other 
things in their Heads and Hearts; outlandiſh 
Faſhions, eſpecially French, have long been 
the Badge of - Engliſh folly ! There are men 


in Spainthat trade much in the fire, - and 


Queen Mary brought the trade into England: 
There are men in many other Forreign 
Lands, who are fo devout that their Canons 
and Religion rule their appetites; And they 
loveno meat like a Carbonado'd Proteſtanr, 


. nor are pleaſed wich any Perfume or Incenſe 


{0 much as with the {mell of a roſted Saint; 
firſt call'd a Heretick or Schiſmatick : Like 
1t gloriedin the ſweet- 


( 22) 


b- neſs of the ſmell when he ſmelt the ſtink of the 
e--* Carcafſes which he had laid to dung the Field, 


And there were men abroad that learnt theſe 
Faſhions, and Contracted ſuch a familiarity 
and Love to Forreigners, as that for obtain- 
ing Union with them, all the Divitons, 
_ Diſtractions and Calamities of England and 
Scotland, are not thought too dear a Sacri- 
fice: And as ſome Sons'of Nonconfor miſts 
muſt be doubly virulent to-expiatethe guilt 
of their Original fin; So ſome Engliſh men 
muſt like Sampſon and David, bring double 
Teſtimony of their real enmity to the Phi- 
litines, from their Skins, before they can be 
truſted abroad as real reconcilers : And they 
{ay that there are ſome things that will be 
cloſely united, 'by no cement ſo well as by 
humane blood. Doubtleſs the Goſpel as uſed 
in Engliſh, and Preached by true Proteſtants, 
( fuch as the P/eudo-Bellamie in Philanax 
Anglicus hatefully calleth Proteſtants off Since- 
rity, ) goeth not with many beyond Sea, for 
the ſame Goſpel which they believe. And 
therefore-no wonder if the Preachers of it 
be unpleaſing to them; and he that will 
pleate them, and unite with them, muſt {i- 
lence or oppole thoſe that they would have 
to be filenced and diſgraced. And ſome think | 
that Union with many Kingdoms of Chriſti- , 
ans, which call themſelves the Catholick' 


Church, 4s much to be preferred before the 


n, our - 


Loveand Concord of a hated party i 
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Iſland. And as Dr. Saywell ( the Maſter of a 
Colledge and Biſhop Gunnings Chaplain ) 
faith (to prove that there is a Univerſal Le- 
giſlative and Judicial power in the Clergy, 
over Kingdoms as well Perſons) [ © 7f more 
ferſoxs or particular Churches give offence by 
Hereſy, Schiſm, &c. The CHURCH UNE 
VERSAL, or the reſt of the Biſhops may reprove 
them for it, and then there 1s no Reaſon why one 
man ſhould be cenſured and many ſhould go free, 
and conſequently our Saviour hath eſtabliſhed the 
Authority of his Church over all Chriſtians 4s 
well particular Churches as private men : Churches 
of Kingdoms and Nations have a SOVE- 
RAIGNTY over them to which they muſt 
yield obedience, Iſa. 60.12. The Nation and 
Kingdom that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh: yea” 
thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly waſted, pag. 343: 
* Though Kings haveno CivilUlniverſal So- 
veraign over them but Chriſt, yet it ſeems all 
the world both Kings and Kingdoms have 
an. Eccleſiaſtical Soveraignty over them all: 
Communion of equalls and Chriſtian Counſel 
and Reproof is not enough, ſuch as all Neigh- 
bour Princes may uſe towards one another ; 
Nor the denial of fuch Commiinion to the 
uncapable! Bur all Kings and Kingdoms muſt 
be: under one Church Soveraignty, which 
hath aLegiſlative &Judicial power over them 
all, to excommunicate, abſolve them,&c. And 
how muchmore in 9rdine adSpiritua.ia the com» 
mon expoſition of Eccleſiaſtical Power tells 
3 | C 4 L " you; 
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you: As experience long told manyKingdoms 
what the Excommunicating of aKing, andIn- 
terdicting a Kingdom the worſhip of God,do 
ſignify towards their Dethroning or Invaſion. 
. .. Andall this muſt be done, not as for the 
Pope, but under the name of a General 
Council, and the poor Pope ſhall have no 
_ power but,ſlay ſome, to call that Council; and 
call it General when therg is no ſuch thing, 
and prelide init, and rule us as chief Pa- 
triarch and St. Peters Succeſſor, in the Inter- 
yals of GeneralCouncils (that is, continually 
.and that not Arbitrarily, but by the Laws of 
the Church or Councils, ( and no mortal man 
can tell which thoſe Authorized Legiſlative 
Councils are, among the hundreds of erro- 
neous or contradicing ones.) So that Po- 
 pery in England isan abhorred thing z for it 
15 nothing with ſome but the Popes abſolute 
Government of the whole Church, as without or 
above Laws and Eccleſiaſtich Parliaments, 
And can you reconcile all this to our 
Oath of Supremacy, and the Canons that 
eſtabliſh it, renouncing all forreign Furiſdiftion ? 
Yes eaſily, we have been 'told it meaheth 
_ only forreign Civil Furiſdittion which belongs to + 
the King, and not forreign Eccleſiaſtical _ 
dion, (which is all that the ſober Popes do 
claim, ſave indire&ly in or-dine ad Spiritualia) 
To Command a Nation on pain of Excom- | 
munication and Damnation (according to di- - 
yers Councils) to renounce their Allegiance } 
4 4 to 
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to their Excommunicate Prince, and to de: 
poſe him. and ſet up another, 1s no a& of Ci- 
vil, bur of Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiction, which 
. | yet hath dethroned Emperours and over- 
£ thrown Dominions. 

1 And faith 4. Bilhop Land (in Dr. Suk 
. lingfieet's defence of hin, p. 540. [_1t doth not 
d follow, becauſe the Church may err, therefore 
7 She may not Govern, For the Church hath not 
- only a PASTORAL Power, to Teach and 
X Dire&#, but a PRETORIAN alſo, to control .. 
) and cenſure, &c. And for external obedience to I 
f General Councils when they err, [ Confider whe- | 
1 


ther it be not fit to allow a General council that 
honour and priviledge which all other Great Conrts 

have ; Stillingfleet, p. 5 34: ] . 
- So that inſtead of a Council of equals for 
rt |. concord (as Princes uſe for peace with their 
: neighbours,) We have an Vniverſal Soveraign 
Court ſet up with Pretorian Power, to make bind- 
ing Laws, and paſs Fudgment to all the Chri- 
. ſtian World, and (ſay ſome) They are Schiſma+ 
« ticks that obey. not theſe Untverſal Laws, and 
? obedjence to them,and ſuppreſſing all forbidden Aſ- 
ſemblies for Gods worſhip 3s the only way to Chrj- 

) {tian concord. ; | 

And where this forreign Juriſdiction is 
| made of {ach abſolute neceflity, that with- 
| out ſubjection to it by Kings and Kingdoms, 
| there is no concord tobe had, nor any avoid- 
ing of the guilt of Schiſm, what wonder if 
ſome can with that ftlencings, reproaches, 
OTE ruines, 
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remes, and ccnfuſions may be thought nd 
dear price to obtain an univerſal union ; for 
which Chriſt and his Law are inſufficient. 
They that have - read Grorius, Caſſander, 
Baldwin, Hoffmeiſter, Eraſmus, A.Biſhop L aud, 
Dr. Heythz of his Life, Biſhop Sparrow, A, 
Biſhop-Brombal and the Prefacer Biſhop Par - 
ker, Thorndike, Biſhop Gunning and his Chap- ' 
lam Dr. Saywe#, and ſuch others, and againſt 
them all have read Dr. Iſaac Barrow of the 
Swpreracy againſt 'Thorndjke, &c. may under- 
ſtand where our difference and danger lyeth. 
S$ 8. And & £22lands ſelf deftroying dif- 
eaſe uncureable!God hath in wonderful mercy 
given us peace from forreign Enemies? And 1s 
there. no hope of prevailing with Engliſh 
 mento live together in peace > Muſt that of 
Iſz#.49. 36. be-out caſe, to eat our own Fleſh, 
and be drunken with orr own Blood as with ſweet 
Wine? Alas, no counſel, no petitions, no 
tears, no experience, no judgments of God 
by Plagyes and Flames, have hitherto one 
jot-prevailed ;” Bnt the Ulcer of mens minds 
grows more and more _ and malignant ! 
' Two ways-are by ſome propoſed : Firſt 
that all the Conſciencious worſhippers of 
God 'in the Kingdom, ſhould bring their 
judgments toa full conformity, in every par- 
ticujar to their rulers: Whenas firſt they 
cannot tell us who theſe muſt be : ſome ſay 
to the King or Law? Some fay to the Bi- 
ſhops in a National Conyocation : a L 
| . 10y, 
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fay, to the forefaid forreign univerſal Sove- 
raignty of General Councils, (with the, Pa- 
triarchs.) If the firſt be the way, what Kihg- 
doms muſt it be in? Is it nod where bur in 
Britain? Or alſo- in France, Spain, Italy, 
G ermany, Poland? And muſt there be as ma- 
ny Religions as Kings and Laws will make ? 
And how far muſt this go? And where muſt 
weſtop? Muſt Kings chooſe us a God 2 Or 
chuſe whether we thall have any Gog,, any 
Chriſt, any Bible, any worſhip of God; and 
ſo any Heaven ? | 4, 

If it be theBiſhops that muſt'be the common 
rae of ourReligion,whatCountreys and Ages 
doth this rule ſerve for? Was it the rule where 
Princes and Prelates were Arians, or, Neſto- 
rians, or Eutychians, or Monothelites, or Pa- 
piſts 2? Is it the rule now in France, Spain, Ita- 
ly, &c. Or was it ſo in the Popes Catholick 
Church, from Az. 700 till the Reformation. 

Ifit be General Councils,l am weary of re- 
peating the Proofs that there never was one, 
nor ever is like to be one, or ought to be.If it 
be anErropeanCouncil,who ſhall call them,and 
who ſhall judge whether it be equal, and ſo 
far General? And are not the greater num- 
ber of Exropean Pithops known Papiſts * And 


WL Ticy not then be the Major Vote ? And 


ſo- we muſt be as badas they ? And if the 
re{t of the Chriſtian world be not bound by 
them (in Greece, © Ethiopia, Armenia, Sy- 
ria,&c.) Why,are we? Isit the Council of 

IE Arjmnum, 
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Ariminum, Sirmium, Milane, &c. or of Ephe- 
ſus 2, Nice 2d many at Conſtantinople, at the 
Lat#rane, at Lyons, at Florence, at Conſtance, 
at Baſil, at Trent, that are our Rule! Muſt 
all that will be Catholicks and ſaved, hold all 
the Herefjies, Contradictions, - and Corrupti- 
ons that Councils have held, and obey all 
their load of Canons ? If the Jralians, French, 
Ezgliſh, 8c. are all diſagreed, how many and 
which Councils we mutt obey, can all poor 
people know which is in the right? And hath 
Chriſt left Religion ſo uncertain a thing ? Or 
ſa mutable that General Councils of Fre- 
lates may be ſtill increafing it? If he was the 
the maker of it, by himſelf and his Apoſtles, 
we may know more certainly where to find 
i: Moſt Chriſtians may ſay, Chriſt we know, 
2nd Peter and -Payl, &c. we know : But 
your Councils are too many, too voluminous, 
r00 Uncertain, for us to know. Bur if they 
are {uch- an abſolutely neceſlary rule as you 
pietend, why do not teachers preach them to 
us daily 3s they do the Sacred Scriptures? 

If any would come down to confine theſe 
univerſalLaws only to Things Indifferent, alas, 
muſt the world be confounded and divided a- 
bout things indifferent ? Arenot things in- 
different variable as Countreys and Ages are ? 
And muſt the world have one Soverargnty 
to make Laws for them 2 Cannot we have 
Life, Liberty, Peace and Love without 
things indifferent 2 Or without agreeing in 
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them. Are there any two in the whole 


world,that arenot ignorant,and that differ not 
about many greater matters than things in- 
different? Doth he know himſelf, or know 
what a man 1s, that thinks all tolerated 
Chriſtians muſt be ſo Skill'd in all things in- 
different, which men may impoſe, as to 
know them to be ſuch > When it is ſo hard to 
teach the people things neceſſary, few and 
plain ? Alas, Lord, why mult the Churches 
be lefc in ſuch hands ? 

$ 9. Bur ſome have found out another 


remedy for our divitions; and that is, Thar 


only the Biſhops thall be engaged to a For- 
reign Juriſdiction, or profeſs the neceſſity of 
obeying them, (under the name of a Gene= 


. ral Council, and in the intervals, of a Col- 


ledge of the Biſhops of the whole world, as 
one Ariſtocracy; ) And that this ſhallnot be 
impoſed on any Lay-Communicants,but their 
Conſciences ſhall be left ar liberty ; Norat 
the firſt on the inferior Clergy, till they 
are prepared to receive it: But only that 
the People obey the Prieſts and Prelates, 
and the Prieſts obey the Prelates and 
all cheir Governing Officers, and the Prelates 
oniy profeſs obedience to the Pretoriar 
Court called, The Catholick, Church. Biſhop 
Gunnings Chaplain tells us that the Laity are not 
required in order to Communion to declare for 


General Councils. Whether they uſe the like 


Moderation in France, Spain, Germany, . I 
</FP know 
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know not, viz. For the Bifhops only to Profeſs 
obedience to the Pope, and the Prieſts to the 
Biſhops, andthe people 10 the Prieſts and Biſhops, 
Þ hear they go further. 

Andif Conventicles (as they will call them) 
are alſo ſupprefſed,we need not fear Religious io- 
lence, Murder and Ruine, (upon a feared Roman 
Succeſſour, ) For faith the ſame Biſhops Chap- 
. lain, pag 283. [ For matters may be ſo ordered, 
that all Officers, Eccleſiaſiical, Civil and Mili- 
tary, and all that are employed in Power or Au- 

thority of any kind, be perſons both of known 
Loyalty to the Crown, and yet faithful Sons of 
the Church, and firm to the eſtabliſhed Religion, 
and the Laws that they a& by may be ſo explain- 
ed in the favour of thoſe that conform to the pub- 
lick Worſhip,and the diſcouragement of all 'Diſſen- 
ters, that we muſt reaſonably be ſecure from all 
Violence that the Papiſts can offer to force our 
ſubmiſſion : For when all our Biſhops and Clergy 
are under ſtritt obligations and Oaths, aid 'the 
people are guided by them, and all Officers Civil 
and Military are firm to the - ſame intereſt, and 
under ſevere penalties if they att any thing to the 
contrary Then what probable danger can there 
be of any violence or diſturbance to force us out of 
our Religion, when all things are thus ſecured, 
and the power of External Execution 1s gene- 
rally in the hands of men of our own perſwaſzon. 

Anf. The Dr. ſays well: I am of his mind 
in this: When they have ſubdued and caſt 
outall Piſſenters (as they do in France) _ 21- 
Yo & E 


4 or-the Kings Army to ſerye him, andibear 


: v5 , 


"O73 
the Biſhops and Clergy are ſetled-under a 


- Forreign Church-Juriſdiction,and the People 


ſerled in Obedience to them, and all Offices 
Civil, Military and Eccleſtaſtick in their 
hands, I do not think they need to fear-thac 
the Papiſts will uſe violence to change their 
Religion, whoever reigneth. 7h 

Bur the Queſtion is, whether this ſuppoſe 
an Union with all in England that are now 
againſt a Forreign Juriſdition, or only the 
deſtrufion of them, or elſe the forcing them to 
theſe terms? As to a deſtruition of them, or 
forcing them to ſuch terms, ſurely Violence muſt 
do this. And what though the Subjetts of For- 
reign Power fear no Violence, are all the.reſt 
(thar is, the Proteſtants) of the Kingdom in- 
conſiderable > We ſuppoſe the old Church 
of England, and all our Parliaments ſince the 
Reformation, were againſt a Forreign Juri(- 
diction : And will it be no lofs toEngland.to 
deſtroy ſo many, that is, the Body of' che 
Land ? 192 339%] 

Bur the Queſtion is, Whether they. may 
not. be thus brought ro concord by conſent ? 
I an{wer, no, unleſs you ſuppoſe them to.be 
men that indeed have no Religion, and theres 
fore can eaſily part with the bare name. For 
they are ſworn by the Oath of Supremacy a- 
gainſt all forreign Furiſdition ® And put the 
caſe that the Pope and a Council, ' or the 
King of France would bring the Emperouts 


his 
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the General Officers and Colonels may be 
engaged to obey him, and the Captains and 
lower Officers to obey them, and the Soul- 


diers to obey the Officers; but the common 


Souldiers thall be bound to no more, than 
this obedience to their Officers. Query, 


Whether all theſe Souldiers be not Traitors F 


to the King or Emperour ? Cromwel/s com- 
mon Souldiers took no Commiſſions againſt 
King or Parliament ; they did but obey their 
Officers that pulled down both ! And were 


they therefore guiltle(s. Proteſtants will 


not thus follow ſach Prelates, againſt their 
Oaths, and againſt the known truth, and a- 
g41nſt their duty to God and the King. 

$ 10. Bur though it be notorious that Do- 
mination andJuriſdiction be the things which 
cauſe the Papal Clergy to trouble and tear the 


Chriſtian world, what 1s it that makes the 


Laitylo mad,6z getterth thisClergy ſuch a mili- 
tant crowd againſt their ownTranquillity and 
Salvation?It's as viſibleas any moral thing,that 
theChurches Divifions and Wars,andMiteries 
have about a thouſand years riſen, from Sa- 
tans thruſting ſuch worldly, fleſhly, unholy 


men into holy Offices, who ſeek them but 


to ſerve their Pride and Covetouſneſs, and 
Fleſhly App@ites, and Eaſe, and who are 
Enemies at the heart to the ſerious obedi- 


ence to Chriſt, which formally they preach.. 
Chriſts own Apoliles in their time of igno-- 


his Command, and he would only deſire that 
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 rance, began to ſtrive which of them ſhould 


be greateſt 3 of which we have recorded his 
ſharp rebuke; which St. Peter himſelf did 
after ſecond, in.1 Per. 5. I, 2, 3- in words fo 
plain, that if his.pretended Succeſſours had 
not firſt claimed 2 power ( as the Church ) 
to be the determining expounders of all the 
Bible, they had lain under the Condemnati- 
on of Chriſt and Perer, Naked, withouta De: 
fence or Cloak : But this Church-expounding 
authority ſets them above all the Word of 


1 God, which is now but what they pleaſe to 


make it, and an inſtrument to execute their 
wills : And indeed it is now rather the //ope 
and his Prelates and Councils than Chriit, 
that arethe Law-makers to the Church : 
For 1t is not he that maketh the words only 
that makes the Law, bur he that giveth chem 
their ſenſe. The words are but as the body, 
and the /enſe is the Soul of the Law. The Mi- 
niſterial Church now ſcorn the name of Mi- 
niſters, and being become Pretorian and Ma- 
giſterial, they give Chriſt and his Spirit in 
the Apoſtles leave to make the words and 
body of the Scripture or Divine Law, as 
God formed Adams body of the duſt, fo 


_ that they may give it the breath of Life, and 


alſo may make far more Voluminous Laws 
of their own, and cut offand condemn all 
the Children of God, that cannot believe that 
it's lawful to obey them. 


'$ And though the Ignorant think char the 4 
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claim of univerſal Legiſlation andJudgment, 
in the univerſal Church and GeneralCouncils, 
be no Service to the Domination of parti- 
cular Clergy men, no nor to any, ſeeing there 
will never be a General Council, ] They 
underſtand not the myſtery of iniquity, and 
miſtake. We haveErgh{bWriters that havetold 
them, 1. That indeed Power is firſt given to 
the body, (fine doctrine for Royaliſts) but by 
' the Body it 1s given to the Prelates to uſe for them. 
'2. That as a General Council hath the Supream 
power, {o the Prelates under them have the 
Inferior Ruling power, and the executive in 
the intervals of Councils : 3. That as Coun- 
cils repreſens the Church in Soveraignty, fo 
every Biſhop & by his office, the true Re- 
preſentative of the Clergy of his Dioceſs,and 
every Metropolitan the Repreſentative of 
his Province, and every Patriarch of his Pa- 


triarchate ; And thenare not the Patriarchs 


( at leaſt with the MEFOPOUrans, ) Univyer- 
{al Rulers in ſuch Intervals? 4. And the Pope 


is the Patriarch of the Weſt, and hath a pri- 
macy in the Church univerſal, and muſt be 


confelt to be principium nnitatisCatholice, and 
{ay ſome, to be the Preſident of Councils. 
'5. To which others add, that it belongs only 
to the preſident to call Councils, and to Tudg 
mbich are Lamfal, without whoſe call they are 
ſo far from binding us, that they are themſeives 


but unlawful Routs, And what woul you. | 


But 


have more 
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But what's all this to the poor Prieſts? 
What 2 Why, 7. The people know not what 
the volumes of Councils ſay, and it is the 
Prieſts (or no body) that muſt tell it them, 


(both what their expoſition of Scripture is, © _ 


and what their own. additional Laws are) 
without which they cannot be obeyed : ſo 
that indeed the peoples Faith 1s ultimately 


reſolvedly into the authority of the Prieſt, . 


who tells them what the Biſhop faith, who 
tells them what the Metropolitan and his 
Synod faith, who tells them what the Pa- 
triarch and his Synod faith, who tells them” 
what the chief Patriarch and a General Coun- 
cil faith, who tell them determinatively 
oy Chriſt and the Scripcure ſaith and mean- 
eth. 

. But whar's this to Councils when there 
are none ? Yes, 8. Thoſe that are paſt and 
g0ne,havelefcall thoſe bindingLaws by which 
the preſent Biſhops as an Ariſtocracy muſt 
govern all the Chriſtian World. 

Bur are not they for 2onarchy in the ſtate? 
How come they then to plead for a Soveraign 
Ariſtocracy over the Catholick Church, and 
how comeeven the French Clergy to be fer 
the power of a Church Parliamenc above the 
Pope ? I cannot anſwer thar ; let the Pope and 
they debare it. * Þ 

But I wonder that 4. Biſhop Laud ſhould 
be. for the derivation of all power from the - 
| Boay,as Richard Hooker 1s: See Dr. Stillingfleets 
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\ Defence of him p. 544. 545. &c. [ No Body 


colleftive, whenſoever it aſſembled it ſelf, did 
ever give more power to the repreſenting body of 
it, than a binding power upon it ſelf and all par- 
ticulars ; Nor ever aid it give this power, other- 
wiſe, than with this Reſervation in nature, that 
it would call again and reform, and if need were, 
abrogate any law or ordinances upon juſt cauſe 
21ade evidentthat the repreſentingBody had fail- 
ed in truſt or truth. And this power no Body 
colletive, Ecslefraſtical or Civil, can put out of 
tt ſelf, or give away to a Parliament or Council, 
or call it what you will, that repreſents it —The 
power which a Council hath to order, ſettle and 
define differences ariſing concerning faith, it hath 
not by any immeaiate inſtitution of Chriſt, but 
it was prudently "Ie up by the Church from the 
Apoſtles example. | See Dr. Stillingfleets De- 
fence. ; 

. T confeſs that the generality of Politicians 
and Lawyers, Heathens, Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtants go-much this way, -as to Civil Go- 
vernment, and ſay that the 2ajeſtas perſona- 
ls is in the King or Senate, but the 7a- 
feſtas realts in the Body which giveth the Or- 
g2nical power, and'on juſt cauſe may take it 
away. It is no honourto be ſingular in Po- 
liticks, and I-have ſaid enough of this elfe- 
where (Chriſt. Dire&. p. 1.) But if it be the 
Body of the whole Church on Earth thar 
_ muſt give Church Officers and Councils their _ 
' power, and recal it when there is cauſe, if 


_ ever |. 
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ever the whole Chriſtian World meet toge- 
cher to vote it, when it cometh to Poling, 
we will give both the Monarchical and the 
AriſtocraticalC onciliar Papiſts three for one, 
to try who hath the power given by the Body. 
But while two or three parts do already dil- 
ownalmoſt all theirCouncils,the caſe is decid- 
ed. But if an o!d Councils Hereſies, Errours or 
Tyranny can be invalidated only by a ew one 
that is truly General, or a new one as Papalas 
the laſt, we confeſs that Treve Canons are 
like to be the Law, to the end of the 
World. - | | 

( 11. Butagain, what is it that maketh fo 
many of the Laity ſerve the Popith Prelates 
univerſal claim, or keep. up the- deſtructive 
enmity and diviſions of the Chriſtian World? 
A ſtranger would think that it were chiefly 
cauſed by ſome great contrariety of real In- 
tereſts, or that one party adhered to ſome 
principles or practices, which. were really 
hurtful to the others rights 2 While both 
were ſerious for Chriſtianity. Bur it 1s be- 
come by long experience notorious, that all 
che Chriſtian Worlds calamitous divitions 
are principally from the old enmity between 
the Womans and the Serpents Seed, and that all 
is but the Proſecution of that which their 
firſt Patriarch Cain began: exemplified after 
in the diſcrimination of the Children of men 
and the Sons ofGod.and in Eſa andFacob, 1ſh- 
- » #mael and 1/aac, and ſo down to the days of the 
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Apoſtles : And, ſaith Paul, As he that was 
born after the fleſh, perſecuted him that was born 
after the ſpirit ; even fo it 1s now. Among us it 
15 notorious, that if we knew how to cure 
mea of the radical Enmity of the fleſh againſt 
the ſpirit, and of a carnal minds averlſenels 
to God and ſerious Godlineſs, the reſt of 
our differences were never like to continues 
our Wounds and cruel Factions. 

In Families you may hear that this is the 
fundamental difference. Husband and Wite, 
Parents and Children, Maſter and Servants, 
upon the meer account of ſerious Godlinefs, 
do live like Enemies, that are impatient of 
each other. If the Husband be ungodly, the 
Wife, Children or Servants that have bur 
a care of their Salvation, are ſtill under his 
reſtraints, or frowns, or {corns : This praying 
(eſpecially if it be withour Book) ſo much 
preaching and hearing ; yea any ſerious talk 
of God, or Heaven, or Scripture, is a 
troubleſlom wearineſs to him ; and he tells 
them, it is but Hypocriſte, or more ado than 
needs : If any compaſſionately tell him of 
the evil of his ſwearing, or tipling, or pro- 
phaneneſs, he tells them they are preciſe 
Puritanes or Fanaticks, and worſe than he. 
Tf they will needs hear Sermons, he will 
have them go but to ſome cold or ignorant 
Preacher, or one that will pleaſe him with 
a calumny or ſcorn at Puritans, or that will 
{ay as he doth, that this ſtir for IDs, 
| by an 
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and medling ſo much with Scripture and Re 
ligion, is To proud, ſelf-conceited Fanati- 
ciſm. Ina word, it is ſerious Preaching, and 
Hearing, and Reading Gods Word, ſerious 
Praying, and Preparation for the Sacrament, 
ſerious Diſcourſe of the ſtate of their Souls, 
and Preparation for Death, Judgment and 
Eternity, ſerious fearing and avoiding ſin,and 
ſpeaking againſt the fin of others, that is the 
common eye-ſore and trouble of the world, 
which they ſecretly hate, and cannot bear 
with in their Families, in their Neighbours, 
in Magiſtrates, in Miniſters or People. 

And becauſe it eaſeth their minds by vent, 


and by keeping up ſome hopes that they 


may be ſaved without this ſerious Godlinels 
themſelves, they cherith a conceit that the 
perſons that herein differ from them are as 
bad, if not much worſe than others; and 
gladly hear thoſe that ſlander and deride 
them: Such Company, ſuch Pamphletrs,ſuch 
Sermons pleaſe them. And to make them 
odious, they have for them ſome contemp- 
tuous, {cornful Nickname ; which, though it 
be of no fignification, is as effectual as the 
trueſt charge. Among the Roman Sects, do 
but call a man a Heretick, or Schiſmatick, a 
Lacheran, a Calviniſt, a Zwinglian; and elſe» 
where do but call him a Sectary, a Schiſmas 
tick, a Puritan, a Calviniſt, a Nonconfor- 
miſt,an Independaat,a Presbyterian,a Round- 
head, a Fanatick, a Whig, and it ſerveth the 
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turn as well as if you had proved him a proud 
Hypocrite, or a Rebel. And there be among 
the real Schiſmacicks alſo ſome perſons, that 
if you do bur call a man Epiſcopal, a Confor- 
milt, an Arminian, a Church of England man, 
that goeth to the Common-Prayer; they 
think that he muſt needs be a Temporizer, 
Graceleſs or Dangerouſly unſound. ©} ]þ©] £ 

And. thus the miſeries of the Land are 
continued and increaſed. But becauſe the 
ſpiric of Cain is the Grand Incendiary; and 
the Foimity againſt ſerious Holineſs through- 


out a!l the world, . is the principal cauſe of 


Diviiions. Hatred, Wars and Blood-ſhed, I 
will here annex many Reaſons which, with 
men that have any Reaſon left them, ſhould 
cure ..his Malignant Enmity to Holineſs, if 
men 11] but ſoberly confider them. | 
I have ſaid ſo much to ſuch already, eſpe- 


cially in my Saints. Reſt, Now ar Never z my 


Fan;ily Books and a Saint Or a Brute, that I 
cannot do this work again without repeat- 
ing much that's ſaid. But ſeeing: all. that 
doth not ſerve, and the Ulcer breaketh out 
more dangerouſly than ever, till it come to 
a Noli me tangere, we muſt continue ſome 
hope and ule of means; and if we lay on 


freſh Plaiſters of the old materials, while 


only New Books are by ſuch regarded, we 


are bound to do our beſt: It is but ſo much 
labour loſt ; and it is not utterly -loſt to our 


{elves, while we have peace. of Conſcience 
in Gods acceptance. -. | | * But 
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But being ſure to be miſreported when I 
| have done my beſt to be nnderſtood; that I 
be not guilty of it, I will firſt ſhew what I 
mean by ſerious Godlineſs, and next what I 
= by Malignity or Enmityto ſerious God- 
linels. 


——_—_ 


 —— 


Chap. II. Whom I mean by Godly Perſons, 
and whom by Malignant Enemzes t0 
Godlineſs. | 


) = GODLINESS I do not mean, 
| I. Any Superſtition, or making Reli- 
210ns, or Religious Duties which God never 
made, and extolling theſe, and the Party that 
are for them. God hath made us Religjous. 
work enough : Could we do, that well, we 

zeed no more. Religion, fo far as it 15 made 
by men, is no Religion, but a contradifion or 
equivocation ;, for Religion is our Obligation and 
Duty to God, and Conſcienceof it. Could I 
be for Superſtition, or more Religion than 
God hath made us, I might be for all the 
New Religions of Rome, Franciſcans, Domi- 
nicans, Carthuſians, Jeſuits, Oratorians, .and 
all the reſt: And IT might be for their Works 
of Supererogation, their Maſſings, worſhip- 
ing Bread, Angels, dead Saints, Images, their 
Pilgrimages, Relicks, and all their pretended 
| Traditions and Counci)s, their now made 
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Chiirch-Laws 3 and I ſhould know no 


' $2. And 2. By Godlineſs I mean not any 
frngular, odd Opinion differing from the 
*Scripture, and making a Se&, or any Errour 

whatſoever; nor any Opinion which is con- 
trary to any thing which the whole Church 
on Earth did ever hold as neceflary to Sal- 
vation or Communion. 

-iF 3. Nor 3. Do I mean any Truth or Duty 
of inferiour moment, which only makes to 
the well-being of a Chriſtian, though this be 
an 3: peg part of Godlineſs ; at leaſt not that 
which a godly willing perſon knows not to 
be his duty. 

\ C4. Much leſs 4. Do I mean any proud 
e.conceit of a mans own Godlineſs, and 
becoming one of an unwarrantable Sect,that 
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he may be conſpicuous to others, or cheriſh 
this preſumption in himſelf; and ſay *to 


bicing,unwarrantable ſeparations from others, * 
diviſions, diſobedience to Authority, Sedi- * 
* tion, Rebellion, &c. Theſe are all contrary 
I wo f 
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ro Godlineſs and true Religion. Chriſt is the 
ſtricteſt condemner of them, and Godlineſs 
the. beſt cure. If any Godly or Religious 
perfon, be guilty of any one of theſe, I. It 
cannot be as known and in a predominant 
degree ; 2. And it is his Diſeaſe (as a Lepro- 
fie to a man) and not his Godlinels. 

F 6. But by GODLINESS I mean only 
the ſerious Conſent to, and Performance of 
the Covenant whith we made with God in 
our Baptiſm': That we ſeriouſly believe 
that there is One only God, of moſt perfett Power, 
Knowledge and Goodneſs, onr Creator, Main- 
trainer, Governour and End; whom we muſt 
Obey, and Serve, and Love above all Creatures 
whatſoever 5 and that he 1 the Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, and will give everlaſting 
bleſſedneſs to the faithful, and everlaſtingly pu- 
niſh the ungodly. That we ſerionſly believe that 
Feſus Chriſt 1s the Redeemer and Saviour, who 
Teacheth, Ruleth, Pardoneth, Santtifieth and 


Saveth all true penitent Believers ; who is our In- 


rerceſſor, Head and Fudge. That we ſeriouſly be- 
lieve that the Holy Ghoſt indited and ſealed by 
his Gifts and Miracles the Doftrine and Wri- 


tings of the Prophets and Apoſiles, now record- 


ed in the Scriptures, and that he 1s ſent 
from the Father and the Son to Regenerate, 
Sanctifie, Comfort and Strengthen thoſe that 
ſhall be ſaved. 

"And that we ſeriouſly conſent to Love and 


| Obey God our Father,' Saviour and Sanitifier as 


his 
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his Creatures, Subjets and Children in theſe Re- 
lations, that we may be pardoned and ſaved by 
him. And that we be willing to forſake the 
Devil and his Works, and the World and Fleſh,. 
fo far as they would tempt us to break, this Cove 
- rant againſt God, and our Obedience and Sal- 
vation. | | 

_ And laſtly, That we ſeriouſly or ſincerely 
(though not perfectly ) endeavour tn our lives 
to keep this Covenant, preferring God in our 
Love and Obedience, and our Hopes of Life ever- 
laſting before all the pleaſures and treaſures of 
this World, and reſiſting the temptations of the 
Devil, World and Fleſh, which would turn 
from him, and from our Obedience and Hope - 
And that we truly (though not perfe&ly) ruſt 
God and our Redeemer for the Heavenly Glory 
which he hath promiſed. 

_ This is plainly, diſtin&tly and fully what I 
mean by Godlineſs or Holineſs: And ſuch are 
the perſons (though all imperfect, and of di- 
vers degrees) which I call Sainrs or Godly: 
He that feigneth me to mean any thing elle, 
doth but abuſe himſelf and me : If there be 
none ſuch, there are no Chriſtians, and all 
the Word of God is vain. _ 

But every Duty commanded by God is a 
part of theimatter of our Obedience and Re- 
ligion, viz. As according to the firſt Com- 
 mandment to tzke God for our God, to be 
abſolutely Obeyed, Loved and Truſted, and 


to renounce all Idols, and neither to Obey,, -| 
| | Love 
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Love or Truft our ſelves or any creature before 
him ;, So al{qgaccording to the ſecond Com- 
mandment.to.renounce all {ſcandalous ſymbo- 
lizing with Idolaters, in the outward wor- 
ſhip of God in their ſinful way ; eſpecially 
by Images, and other apearances of Idolatry: 
And that we worſhip God, according to his 
Word. 

And according to the third Command- 
ment, that we avoid all Prophanation of holy 
things; All terjury, falſe V ows, ana father- 
ing falſhoods upon God or his Words, and 


_ rath Swearing and Unreverent u{ing of Gods 


Name, and tarning his worthip into a life- 


lefs form. 


And according to the fourth Command- 
ment, that we worthip God publickly in ſo- 
lemn aſſemblies, and devote the Lords day to 
holy exerciſes 3 that we ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, pray for what God hath promiſed, or 
commanded 3* Meditate and Confer of holy 
things, and celebrate the Sacraments in the 
Communion of Saints. 

And ſo according to the ſecond Table that 
we honour and obey our Parents, and (as far 
as their right of Government reacheth) all 
other that God fets over us : And diſhonour 
them not, nor obey Civil, Eccleſiaſtical or 
Domeſtical Uſurpers againft them. | 

That we do our beſt to fave our neigh- 
bours Life and Bodily welfare, ag2inft Mur- 
derers or Uſurpers ; and hurt no mans ihr 
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health either violently or by 7ezabels pretence 
of Juſtice. 

That we keep our Senſes, - Thoughts, Af. 
feions, Paſhons and Aﬀtions, from all un- 
chaſtity and immodeſt la{civiouſnels. 

That we wrong no man in his eſtate, but 
to our power help them. | 

That we avoid all Injuſtice, Lying, falſe 
Witnels, falſe Judgment and Oppreſlive, Un- 
righteous Government ; And promote Truth 
and Juſtice to our power. 
 Andlaſtly that we love our Neighbour 
as our ſelves,and take his welfare and his /uffer- 
ings as Our Own, and do as we would have 
others do by us, and covet not to draw from 
him to our ſelves. 

So that he thar pretendeth to love God 
and Godlineſs, and obedience to Chriſt, 
and yet loveth not ſuch a life as this, he lieth, 
or fays he knows not what. 

And he that hateth men or oppoſeth them, 
for any one of all theſe duties,(for reading or 
_— Gods Word, for praying for things 
- promiſed, for holy Conference and Medita- 
tion, for ſancifying the Lords day, for de- 
firing a Shepherd and not a Wolf ; for ab- 
horring prophaneneſs, and other great ſins) 
doth thereby declare that it is ſo much of 
Godlineſs or Obedience which he abhorreth; 
and it is through Ignorance doubtleſs if he 
ſeriouſly love and practiſe the reſt of Gods 
Commands, 6 | | 
S /- 
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$ 7. I. By Malignant Enemies of Godlineſs, 
7. I do not mean every one that hath any 
\f. | backwardnels to any duty, which he over- 
n- | cometh in the practice : Nor every one that 
is guilty of ſome omiſſions: The fpirit is 
ut | willing, and the fleſh is weak- _ 
$ 8. 2. I mean not thoſe that areGodly in 
ſe | the main ſo far as they can know,but through 
n- | education or otherwiſe are ignorant of ſome 
th | Integral Truths or Duties, and bave an op- 
poting contentious Zeal againſt them by mi- 
ur | ſtake; and by factious company zre taught 
7- | therefore to ſpeak evil falſly of thoſe from 
e | whom they differ. I hear ſome revile all 
n even with terms of enmity and unchriſtian 
threatnings, yea ſeeking their ruine, who do 
not {wear, ſay and practiſe all that is requi- 
t, red to Engliſh Conformity. I do not con- 
, clude them therefore Malignant Enemies of 
Godlinelſs, if they live ſoberl 'Y, righteouſly and 
godlily in their way, and prefer God before 
Men, Heaven before Earth, the Soul before 
the Body, and a Holy life before the pleas 
ſures and profits of the fleſh. If they are un- 
charitable againſt all chat are not for Dioce- 
ſans, Lay-Chancellours Excommunications, 
Symbolical Crofling of Children as a Cove- 
nanting fign of Chriſtianity,;and all the reſt ; 
I with them more Charity, bur 1 call them 
_ hot Malignant Enemies. 5 | 
. I find Biſhop Gaznings Chaplain thinks thar 
 hedath/ay nel, when he ſaith, that [or 
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only Murderers, Adulterers, Drnnkards, but ſuch 
& Schiſmaticks as diſturb the peace, and weaken 
E* the authority of theC hurches Diſcipline (theirs) 

are to be excommunicated and reckoned among 
« Heathens and Publicans; and Enemies to the 
*© Goſpel of Chriſt ( if they preach it without a 
© Dioceſanes licenſe. ) p. 214. And that it is 
* already our caſe, that it's a very difficult mat- 
*rerto find a Fury and Witneſſes eſpecially a= 
* mong the Diſſenters, upon whoſe credit we may 
* rely. ) All this fignifteth how little blind 
Faction is to be believed, and how far it 
conquereth even humane modeſty and vera- 
City - But yer I difference it from the Enmiry 
to — which I ſpeak of. And that you 
may ſee that he is no Papiſt, though for a 
Forreign Furiſdiftion, he tells you of Cromwell 
that [_ There is too preat, reaſon to ſuſpe&t that 
he intended to ſettle Popery in the Nation, when 
matters had been ripe to go through with it; } 
I confeſs this is news to me : I haveroundly 
told him to his face of his Diſloyalty in de- 
poſing our.Ergliſh Monarchy, and told the 
world then of his treacherous Ulſurpation, 


but it never came into my thoughts that he ' 


intended to ſettle Popery in the Nation, But 


if theſe words come from Clergy Truth and. 


Modeſty, they are very confiderable. I ho 
the old Royaliſts will be againſt Popery the 


more if Cro:»wel was for it : And the Papiſts: 
I hope will be no more angry withDr. Moulin - 
that anſwereth Philanax; Anglicws, for mak-. 


mY 
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'1ng the Kin s death to be cauſed and con- 


cluded by the Papiſts, if Cromwel was for 
them. But Faction will face men down, that 
Snow is black. I 4, 

So on the other fide, I hear ſome that are 
againſt Infant Baptiſm, ſharply cenſure all 
that are not of their mind 5 And ſome over- 
ſharply cenſure the Prelatiſts and Confor- 
miſts; And almoſt all the Chriſtian world 


is divided into parties, that too little ſtick at 


the injurious cenſuring of others ; The Pa- 
piſts, Greeks, Abaſlines, Armenians, Neſto= 
rians, Jacobites, &c. And among the Papilts, 
the Dominicans and Moliniſts, and Janſe- 
nians, &c. And among the Proteſtants, too 
many. This is no ſmall ſin, but ir is not 
that enmity to Godlineſs it ſelf which I 
mean. . | Ss 

$ 9. 3. And I mean not by malignity, mens 
Differences 1n Civil and Political Controver- 
fires, Though I take Popery to be half a Ci 
vil Controverſy, and to be unſufferable by 
ſuch Princes and People whom they bind 
themſelves to depoſe and deſtroy : And that 
to Subject all rhe Chriſtian world to the - 
Legiſlative; Judicial and Executive Govern= 
ment of one Pope, or one Pretorian Court, 
1s 80 better than to proclaim ſuch a Pope or 
Court, to be publick enemies and uſurpers- 
to all Chriſtian Princes and States. But yet 


aggance of Political differences may con- 


with ſerious Piety : My realon is, becauſe 
= he 6 
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God hath not made Political Controverſies 
ſo clear as that all good Chriſtians can re- 
' ſolve them. Neither the Light of Nature, 
nor the Bible. nor Tradition endeth them. 
Nor hath he'pur them 1nto our Creed or the 
ten Commandinents, nor laid mens Salva- 
tion on them, as he hath done on the Eflen- 
tials of Religion: Nor commanded all men 
ro be {o. well Skill'd in Statute Books and 
Common Law as to beable to know which 
_ party is in the right. And therefore I joyn 
riot with thote Clergy or Lay-Gentlemen, 
who damn-all-thatare not of their mind and 
fide, in differences of that nature. 

-Toften hear fome ſay that Kings and States 
do all receive their Aathority from the 
Body of the Nation who are the chief ſeat of 
it. So Hooker, 10 Laud, and indeed as afore- 


{aid, ſo Hearhen, FVapitt and Proteſtant Poli- 


ticks ordiaarily hold : I call not all theſe ma- 
limmants, though I am fully fatisfhed, 1: That 
God is the Inttituter of Magtttracy in gezere. 
* 2, And that he hath ſo far ipecified it as to 
determine of its unchangeable: Eſfentials 


C that they thall as his Officers promote ©- 


bedience to the ten Commandments. 

3. And that he never gave this governing 
power to' the people. 4. But that all that the 
people do 1s, 1: To ſpecify'it as to thenumber 
. of perſons (a Monarchy, Ariſtocracy or, mixt 
of theſe and ſ{ome_Democracy. ) 2, To'h- 


put itby determining of the Degrees *6f 
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' | power, about Property and Liberty, and all 
things which Gods Law hath left undeter- 
” | mined, and mutable. 3. And to determine 
: | of the perſons and Families that ſhall receive 
the immutable power from God and the mu- 
table from men. ; : 

I often hear ſome moſt magnify Democra- 
cy, and ſome Ariſtocracy, and ſome Monar- 
chy, and ſome a mixture ; and ſome Engiiſ 
Clergy men are for a Civil Monarchy Sub- 
jet to a Catholick Clergy-Ariſtocracy : 
[ call none 4alignants for any ſuch difte- 
rences Fe 
I find ſome Papiſtsand Proteſtants Politick 
. | writers ſaying that when it proveth hurtful 
e | tothe Common-wealth, the people may re- 
| tract thepower given the Prince, and change 

' the Government, and Hooker ſaith, No doube 
_ | n ſuch acaſe a Prince will part withit : And 
- | A. Biſhop Zaud, before gited, faith of the 
like,and abrogating Laws, This power no Body © 
Collettive Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, can put out of it 
ſelf and give away, And I find many that ex- 
tol Hooker and Land, call this a principle of 
Rebellion. Ic is neither of them that I call 
Maltgnants. 

I find moſt writers of Politicks agreed that 
the Law of nature Alloweth and Command- 
eth Kingdoms and Commonwealths /e/f-de- 
fence . againſt any publick, Enemies that ſeek, to 
deſtroy them. And that no man on pretence 
| of Right coa Crown. hath any: right co de- 
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ſtroy the” body of the people, or the Bonum 
publicum which is the Eflentiating end of Go- 
vernment, - nor can be ſimul rex & publicus 
hboſtis. I hear others take this for an un- 
chriſtian doctrine of Rebellion, and fay, that 
if a King would deſtroy all the people of a 
| Kingdom ( in revenge, or in fiding with 
another Kingdom of his own or anothers, ) 
they ought not to reſiſt him, or any that he 
Commiſſioneth to do it : And that if he 
ſhould Commiſſion a few men to kill all the 
Parliament as they fit, or to burn the City, 
it is Rebellion to reſiſt by ſelf-defence. I 
hear Lawyers themſelves at great difference 
-on ſuch matters, ſome for more power, and 
ſome icr leſs : I find the great Defenders of 
Monarchy, ſuch as Barclay and Grotins de Fare 
Belli,naming many caſes in which Kings may 
be reliſted, yea and forfeit all : And I find 0- 
thers among us ofa contrary mind. Yea IJ 
find the Conformable and Dioceſane Pillars 
-Quite differ in ſuch caſes, Biſhop Fi/ſoz naming 
many caſes in which reſiſtance is no rebelli- 
on, {( To Subjett his Kingdom to a Forreign 
Realm, or to change the form of the Common: 
wealth from Impery to Tyranny, or neglef the 
' Laws Eſtabliſhed bycommon conſent of Prince 
and People, to execute his own pleaſure, Tn theſe 
and other ſuch caſes which might be named, if | 
the. Nobles and Commons joyn together to defend 
their ancient and accuſtomed Liberty, Regiment & 
Law:, . they may not well be counted Rebets,auth : 


Ow ws 
he, of Obedience, pag. 520. ) But Thear m_ - = 
now fay the contrary, and Condemn {uct 4 


 Dodatrine as diſloyal. 


I find ſome joyn with the Papiſts in accu- 
ſing the Reformation as cauſed by Rebelli- 
ons, in Germany, Geneva, France, Belgi- 
um, 8c. And I find Biſhop Fewel, Bilſon, and 
other Biſhops defending the Frexch defence, 
and Dr. Peter Moulin of Canterbury in his 
anſwer to Philanax Anglicus, Contradicting 
their acculſers, as falſe in Point of Hiſtory. 

Abundance of ſuch Political Controver- 
flies are now lately agitated, ſome charging 
their adverſaries with Rebellion, and ſome 
with Tyranny : Some ſaying, they are guil- 
ty of Treaſon againſt the King 3 and'others, 
They are Traitors againſt the Kingdom : 
And too ordinarily damning one another ; as: 


if theſe matters were Articles of our Creed, 


What a diſmal difference is there now a- 
bout thoſe words in the Declaration in the 
Corporation Ac, [ There is no Obligation on 
we or any other perſon, from the Oath called the 
folema League aud Covenant : Some ſay there 


are none but Rebels will refuſe it z And that if 


any obligation had been granted to things law- 
ful or neceſſary ſome would have extendedit to 
Rebellion or Schiſm. And therefore all Obli- 
gation 15 to be renounced. Others ſay, that 
National perjury is a forerunner of Natio- 
nal Calamity or ruine; and that where 


# | \ Oaths bind nor, there can be no Truſt ; and 


E 3 | no 


no Truſt, no Commerce : And they think as, 
Dr. Sanderſon, and Caluiſts, Papiſts and Pro- 
teſtants do, that though an Oath or Vow be 
unlawfully Impoſed and Sinfully taken, and 
part of the matter of it be unlawful, and 
the Impoſers and Takers are bound to re- 
peat, and no one is bound by it to the un- 
awful part,” yer the taker is bound to thar 
part of the matter which is lawfal or nece(- 
fary,: And they take it to be lawful and ne- 
cellary to Repert of ſin, to oppoſe Prophaneneſs, 
| Schiſms, Hereſy and Popery, to defend the King, 
and therefore that ir obligeth them to theſe. 
I meddle not with the Roman opinion 
that itis the Henrician Hereſy to fay that 
Kings have a power of inveſting Bhops, 
and diſobeying the Popes :Excommunicati- 
on; and of ſuch as Cardinal Perros that dare 
not queſtion or deny the power of the Pope 
and Councils to Excommunicate and depoſe 
Kings, becapſe then they muſt condemn ap- 
roved General Councils, which are their re- 
1g10n it{elf, and (faith he ) muſt grant chat 
the Pope is-- Antichriſt, and the Church 
erroneous:that hath ſo long uſed this. | 
[ name all theſe Political Controverſies, 

I. To tell you that. it is not factious 
and paſſionate enmity to each other on 
ſuch accounts, which I mean by enmity to 
Religion.. . | | 
2. And to remember men, that if in {0 
many and great points of Politicks and Go- 
: | vernment 
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vernment,the Learned and ChriſtianWorld, 
have fo great difference,what reaſon is there 
that we ſhould Damn or Excommunicate,or 
hace each other about a hard opinion in Ke- 
ligion, or a Ceremony. 

3. And to tell the Popiſth Church, that if 
it were a good argument that there muſt-be 
one Pretorian Court or Church, to obl®e 
all the World by an univerſal determination 
in what ſence to expound the Scripture, be- 
cauſe it is abuſed to errour by mens miſtake, 
and there muit be an end of Controverſtes;b 
the ſame reaſon there muſt be an univerſa 
Pretorian Court to expound all human Laws, 
and end the controverſies of Lawyers; Yea 
and to maſter all mens Reaſon; for Scripture 
15no more commonly controverted and abu- 
ſed than Law is; And not half ſo much as 
Reaſon 1s, which is pleaded for almoſt all-rhg 


falſhood and wickeaneſs inthe World. 


C 10. Moreover it is not perſonal feuds 
between Man and Man that I mean by £#z- 
mityto Godlineſs: No though any ſuch be 
againſt an Innocent and Godly Man, where 
1: 15 not for his Godlineſs, but ſome other 
difference. | _—_— 

$ 11. I will ſay more though {ome diflike 
it, 1t is not a Papiſt as ſach that I mean 
by a Maliznant Enemy of Godlineſs: Iknow 
that Education, and Temptation, and wait 
of hearing the confutation of their errours 
judiciouſly made, may cauſe Godly perſons 
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to think that the univerſal Church mnſt be 
united in ſome humane Head or Soveraign 
power ; and that there is no other way to 
end controverſies and {chiſms, and that ( as 
Dr. Saywel ſaith) there muſt be ſome over 
Kingdoms or National Churches, as well 
as over particular perſons, that many may 
not eſcape while a few are puniſhed : It 1s 
eaſy to be deceived by the pretences of Uni- 
ty and Concord, while men ſee the divifi- 
ons and diſcords of others : And the falſe 
pretences of Antiquity are ſo confidently 
uttered by their Clergy,that men unacquain- 
ted with the hiſtory may verily believe 
them:And the plea for an uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſlon of Miniſterial ordination, and that a 
Superior mult give power to the Inferiors, 
deceiveth many. If there muſt be a Dioce- 
lane to ordain and rule all Presbyters, and a 
Metropolitan to ordain or rule the Dioce- 
{anes, and a Patriarch to rule them, from 
whom {ſhall the Patriarchs: receive their 
wer, or commands, but from a Pope ? 

_ The poor reafoning which the French now 
tiſe with the Proteſtants puzleth unskilfu] 
perſons ; viz. Was there any Church before 
your reformation ? If yea, where was uf ? And 
had not you your Miniſterial power from it ? It 
wa Rome or none: And if it was the true 
Church then, it is ſo now. We anſwer them, 


there was and is one only Catholick Church: . 
Of chis Chriſt oply is the Head or Univet- |. 


[- 
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fal governour, and no man or men; Of 
this all Lawful Paſtors are his official guides 
in their ſeveral Provinces, as many Juſtices 
and Mayors . of Corporations under one 


King.: Thar all theſe having one King ( Je- 
ſus ) and one Law ( of Chriſt ) and one Spi- 
rit, and one Faith and Hope, are to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
and to uſe Synods when needfyl to that end, 
but not as a' Pretorian or Regent Ariſtocra- 
cy or Court. That the Church before Ln- 
ther was all over the World where ever 
there were Chriſtians; in Erhiopia, Egypr, 
Syria, Armenia, Georgia, Circaſſia, Aſia, and 
where ever. the Greek Chriſtianity is, in 
1sſcovy, and in all Europe where there were 
true Chriſtians. ' That the envious man hay- - 
ing ſowed Tares, this Church is unhappily 
fallen into many corruptions, diſeaſes, and 


_ fa&ious ſects, almoſt all cenſuring one ano- 
_ ther: no partof ir is perfect : That the Papal 


part is in Doctrine, Worthip and Goyern- 
ment. one of the moſt corrupted parts !; Yet 
ſo far as their diſeaſes or erronrs nullify not 
their - profeflion of Chriſtianity, they are 
parts,though leprous. And therefore though 
they are the moſt uncharitable and {chiſma- 
tical vart, as they cut off or unchurch all 


the Chriſtian World fave themſelves, yet 


being as Chriſtians united to the reſt 1n the 
common faith, their Baptiſm & Ordinations 


FS are not nuilities as they\ inveſt men in the | 
. LHR Chriſtian © 
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Chriſtian Society 'and Chriſtian Miniſtry ; 
though that part of them is a nullity which 
engageth men ina ſchiſm and in fin. That 
the Miniſterial power isnot the gift of Man, 
bur only of Chriſt, who by the Charter cf 
his recorded Word, giveth the power and 
the obligation to that perſon who 15 duely 
choſen and called thereto : As the Kings 
Charter giveth the power to the Mayor of 
4 Corporation duly qualified and choſen : 
that the ordainers are but partly Judges of 
due qualification, and partly Miniſterial In- 
veſters, and not at all the Donors of the 
Power : that ordination is for order ſake 
needful, when it may be had to keep men 
from being Judgers of their own ſufficiency : 
But order being only for the thing ordered, 
( as the Sabbath was made tor man, and not 
man for the Sabbath ) is not neceſſary againſt 
the end. That there is no neceſſity that a 
vperior muſt ordain : but as the Colledge 
of Phyſicians, Philoſophers, &c. make Phy- 
{cians, Philoſophers as approved, ſo may 
Equals in the Miniſtry : Do not Biſhops 
make or conlecrate Biſhops. If this were 
not 10, who makes the Pope ? It he did not 
pretend that his power is given him imme- 
diately from Chriſt, he muſt grant that there 
are ſome men above him to give it him, 
and ſo he is not the Soveraign. If they 
fay that the power of Popes ( and Kings ) 


is given by the whole body ( the Church $-.- 
| 5 e 
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reign for ever. 
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he.is then no Pope : for it's known that three 
parts of the Chriſtian World are againſt 
him. If he will fay, Notie ate the Churct 
but thoſe that are his party, any ſe&t or re- 
bels may fay the like, and appropriate aw 
thority to themſelves. | 

Nothing. more cheateth the ignorant, 
than ambiguous words, and confuſion : And 
explaining thoſe words, and needful plain 
diſtin&tion, would fave the writing of many 
volumes, and would make truth eaſily meet 
the ſeeker, and unravel all the ſpider Webs 
of deceivers. .. _ : 

Do but well uſe theſe few diſtia&tions and 
all Popery vaniſheth into ſmoak. 1. Diſtin- 
guiſh between a Catholick Church as headed 
by Chriſt ; ( This we are all members of ; ) 
and a pretended: Catholick Church, headed 
by the Pope or any men : This is another 
Church as to the denomiinating form, . hav- 
ing another informing, unifying head :. And 
this is it which we deny. wg 

2, Diſtinguiſh viſibility: Chriſts Church 
is {o far viſible as to have a Head who- was 
viſible on Earth, is viſible in Heaven, and 
will viſibly come to Judgment, and viſibly 
It hath viſible Laws, Pro- 


tection and Officers; The ſubjects bodies and 
their profeſſion are viſible; And it isnofar- 
ther viſible 5 no nor as to the Soxls or real 
faith of the ſubje&ts. The Papiſts Church 
. hathanUſurping Viſible Humane Head on 


earth, 


3. Di- 
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' 9; Diſtinguiſh of Baptiſmand Ordination 

2s into Chriſts Catholick Church, and done 
y Papiſts as Chriſtians; And as into the 

Popes Catholick Church and done by Pa- 

piſts as Papiſts. DO. : 

4, Diſtinguiſh of Subje&io, and Commu- 
2iou: We owe Communion when we owe 
no Subje&ion, and where men have no right 
to be our Governours. 

5. Diftinguith between Communion in 
Chriſtianity, and that in Eſſentials, Integrals 


or Accidents; and Communion in errours | 


and corruptions, or defects. We have Com- 
munion with Papiſts and all Chriſtians in 
Chriſtianity, (if they be Chriſtians indeed :) 
But we renounce Communion in theerrours 
ahd fins of them and all others, as far as we 
are able to avoid them. AJl Chriſtians have 
Union and Communion in the: Eſſentials of 
Chriſtianity : No Chriſtians have Union 
and Communion in all the Integrals ( on 
Earth) all being imperfe& : But the more 
fach Union and Communion, the better. No 
Chriſtians have, or ought to haveCommu- 
. Nion inall the Accidents. All thould avoid 
Communion in ſin. 

6. Diſtinguiſh between Communion of 
Hearts.Communion of Profeſſion, and Com- 
munion in Local preſence : We have Heart 
Communion in one Eflential Faith, Ho 


and Love with all true Chriſtians on Earth.- 
We profeſs all one Faith in the —_— J- 
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one | We have nearer Communion,or fuller wick 
the | the Reformed Churches which are ſoundeſt 
P,. in the Integrals, than we -have with the 
| more faulty and corrupt. Burt we have Lo- 
cal preſence but in one place at once; and 
we ought to avoid Local preſence where 
we cannot have it without fin, though we 
have Communion in Faith, Love and Pro- 
feſfion with the ſame men. If a Reformed 
Church will not admit our Local preſence 
without ſubſcribing ſome one untruth, we 
muſt be abſent, when we may be preſent 
with a worſe Church which excludeth us 
not by any ſuch Impoſition. | 

7. Accordingly diſtinguiſh of Separation : 
We ſeparate nor at all from Unioz or Com- 
-1unios with Papiſts as they are Chriſtians, 
or as they hold any Truth: But 1. We 
ſeparate from Subjeftion and Obedience to 
them, which we never owed them, or any 
other Church. 2. We leparate from Com- 
munion with their Church, as it is a Policy 
informed by an Utſurping Humane King or 
Head. 3. We ſeparate from all their fins ſo 
far as we know them. 4. We deny Local 
preſence in their Maſs-worſthip, becauſe of 
the fin impoſed on us,both before it, and in 

it. 5. Weare uncapable of Communion in 
all accidents,-or mutable indifferent things. 


© ©. Underſtand and uſe weltzthele few plain 
. - diſtinctions, and you needtlitde more to an- 
"fer all the Fapiſts, ET -- 
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. . AndI fear not to add, that were the P4- 
-piſts in my power (as I never did) I never 
would uſe any inhumanity or cruelty to- 
-wards them ; yea, I would uſe no Offenſive, 
but only Defenſive force againſt them 3 nor 
hurc one of them, further than they made 
it neceſſary for the Defence of the Land, or 
thoſe whom they would hurt. 

I knew nor -till 2 Book called The Liber- 
ties of England lately told me, how many 
very ſevere Laws are againſt them. I am no 
Judge of the times that they were made in, 
nor of their occaftons : But I think that of 
late they have doze more hurt than good: For 
I. Some of them ſeem too ſevere. 2. Some 

*T- cannot prove to be juſtifiable ; viz. Thoſe 
which would compel them to come to our 
Sacramental Communion, when many a 


good Miniſter would not receive them if 


they came : And that which excommuni- 
cateth them that never were of our Com- 
munion : And that which layeth the Excom- 
'"municate as ſuch in priſon, &c. 3. If greatly 
tendeth to mifinform Forreigners, who fee- 
Ing theſe Laws, think they are all par in 
Execution 3 and ſo believe thoſe that tell 
them; that the Catholicks here are-under 
conſtant Cruelties, and frequent Martyr- 
doms ; whenas I never in all my life knew 


of one Papifithar ſuffered frmuch for his 


Religion, a&btive done nwp Aelf, within 


theſe few years paſt, though my ſufterings 
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are ſo ſmall as to be no meet matter of ve+... 
ry great complaint. 4. Theſe Laws beitg 
2 continual danger to them (ſhould there be 
Governours that would execute them) doth 
put them on continual plotting and ſtriving 
againſt them. Sufferings, or great dangers, 
put men by fear upon 1elf-detence, and the 
utmoſt endeavours for deliverance, who 
would be more quiet if they found them- 
ſelves in {afety ; and though their Clergy 
would be ſtill plotting the recovery of the 
Papal power, to ſubject King and Kingdom 
to the Sacred King of Rome, yet the Laity 
would be leſs againſt tlw: common Peace, 
when they found that it was their ownPeace. 

) 12. I have told you whar I mean not 
by Malignant Enmwity to Godlineſs; I tell you 
now what I mean by it ; vis. Ft 

When the blindneſs and ungodlineſs of cor- 
rupted Nature, increaſed by prattice into Ser- 
pentine Enmity, and turning mens hearts by un- 
belief and adiſaffetion from God and Heaven, 
aoth poſſeſs them with a deep diſlike of 4 holy, 
heavenly and ſpiritual life 5 firſt -as to their own 
prattices, and then as it is in others; and be- 
cauſe it is againſt their wortdly hopes and fieſhly 
luſts, they hate it, and rejett it themſelves, and 
then hate and maliciouſly oppoſe it in others ; 
yea though Law, Cuſtom, and. worldly Intereſt 
draw them formally to profeſs Chriſtianity arid 
Obenhence to Gods Laws, and- to Vow that 'v7 


Baptiſm, they hate the ſerious performance-of 


their 
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-thelr own Profeſſion and Vows; and would be 
glad to drive it out of the world, and to ſet up 


Hypocrifie and Ceremony, or a Stage Religion | 


and Mummery, or the toothleſs Maſs and For- 
malities in its ſtead: And if cuſtom or ſhame 
hinder them from perſecuting or ſcorning Truth 
and Godlineſs in its proper name, they will ſhew 
their mind by theſe things following, 

I. They will ſet up ſome worldly, fleſhly 
Intereſt (like the Papal Kingdom.) which is 


contrary to the Chriſtian and holy Intereſt ; - 


and then they will perſecute Chriſtians not 
4 Chriſtians, nor as Godly in name, but as 
ſuch indeed by pleading Conſcience and 
Obedience ro God, againſt their inconſiſtent 
intereſt and ways. 

2. Among all that are againſt their car- 
nal falſe intereſt,they will cull out the more 
{ſerious godly perſons to afflict. | 

3. Among all the faithfal, they will cull 
out thoſe who do Chriſt moſt ſervice in the 
world becauſe Chriſts ſervice 1s it that 1s 
their diflervice, and oppoſite to their fin. 

4. They will make a ſcorn of their very 
Religious duties, and take up mimical deri- 


fions, to make them ſeem ridiculous or con- - 


temptible. 7 
5. When they can charge them with no 


crimes, they will purpoſely make Nets to + 
catch them, as the Enemies of Darie! did by 


him, Dan. 6. And as the Spider makes her 


Curious Webs co catch and kill the Flies. 4 
| 6, Tea 4 


| 6. Yea they will make Faults by —— 
and lies, if not by Perjurics, if they C "4 


' none. 


. 7, Yea their virtue, piety and innocency 
ſhall be all called Hypocrifiez and when 
they cannot accuſe their actions, they will 
accuſe their hearts and ſecret thoughts, and 
judge them as if they had a Caſement into 
cheir breaſts. 

8. Yea if their innocency cannot be ſo 


. | ſtained, they will hate them ſo much the 


more, becauſe they cannot tread down their 
reputation. = 
9. They will ſearch after, and aggravate 


all the failings of Religious people, and turn 


them into crimes. 

Io. If any one of them, or an Hypocrite, 
that's like them, be guilty of any notable 
fall, they will perſwade men that all the reſt 
of their lives 1s like that crime; yea and 
that all that profeſs much ſeriouſneſs in God- 
lineſs; are as bad as they z that all the reſt of 


.the life of Noah, Lot, David, Solomon, &c, 


were as bad as the criminal part; and that 
all the Servants of Chriſt are Peter's, or 
Judas's, - 35. 2 

11. That it is not their {ins,but their pie- 
ty which they hate, ' you will ſee in that 
they live in far greater ſin themſelves, and 


rake it to be no great harm, bur hate thoſe 
that reprove them. __ | 
£422, And they m_—_ light of the common 


crimes 
( k 
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crimes of others. They can: bear with an 
Atheiſt, an Infidel, a Drunkard, a prophane 


Swearer, a derider of Godlineſs, yea a Per- 
ſecutor, a Fornicator, a man of no Religion, 
if he will but be for them, and ſerve their 
intereſt, and will not ſcruple Communion 
with ſuch : But men never ſo ſober, juſt and 
godly, that croſs their wills and carnal ways, 
they cannot endure : And if they be ſuch 
Clergy-men, as the world hath too many, 
{uch ſerious Godly men, for diſliking their 
ungodlineſs, are made the common objects 
of their Pulpic and diſcourſing ſcorn or ac- 
cuſations, and perhaps are excommunicate 
ipſo fafo, for diſflenting from their Opi- 


" nions or Wills. 
* - 13. Such uſually in former ages have been 


the chief Initigators of Princes and Rulers, 
to hate men of ſerious Religion, and to ſtir 
up Perſecution againſt them, and to render 
ſuch odious to the world as Hereticks or 
intolerable Villains. O what difference is 
there between the true. narratives of the 
Lives of Luther, Calviz, Beza, and abundance 
fach, and- the odious lies and defamations. 
written of them by ſome others. Yea, thoſe 
who commend Melanthon, Bucer, and many 
ſuch for Learning and Moderation, bate their 


Doctrine of Reformation and ſerious Piety.. 


14. And'you may note, that inany {lan- 
der of a Godly man, they will ſoaner be- 


lieve one or two ignorant malicious Drun-i Þ- th 


\ 
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kards againſt them, that never knew, them; 
than- the teſtimonies of hundreds of moſt 
faithful perſons who praiſe and vindicate 
them, though they better knew them. .. 

15. They ſeldom give the acculed leave 
to ſpeak for themſelves before they believe 
Accuſations againſt them 3 but conclude that: 
they are as bad as back-biting malice report- 
eth them behind their backs. 

16. They are glad to hear of any infamy 
of Religious perſons, and loth to hear them 
praiſed without contradiction;; and are glad 
to hear of any ſuffering which befals them: 

17. If there be any publick differences in 
2 Church, City or Land, they are uſually 
againſt that ſide, which moſt favoureth ſe- 
rious Godlineſs, be they who they will. If 
the King, Parliament, and Biſhops will be 
- for the perſons and ways of ſobernels, juſtice 
and ſerious Godlineſs, they would be on the 
other ſide. And they will cry up any that 
will cry them down, or would , oppreſs 
them. 

18. 'Laſtly, The quality of the Enemies 
- may help with the reſt to tell what it is 
that they are againſt : when it 1s the genera- 
lity of worldlings, proud, ambitious men, 
ſenſual drunkards, gluttons, fornicators,pro= 
phane and irreligious, who hate Godlineſs 
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T have told you whoT mean by 2alignant 
\ Enemies of Godlineſs, that the miſtakers and 
flanderers of my words may have no excuſe. 
Could we now but prevail againſt this 


Cainiſm, or Deviliſm, it would do much to. 


recover the Peace of many Nations of the 
Earth : But Chriſt hath told us;thar this En- 
mity between the ſeed of the Woman and 
the Serpent, of which Cain and Abe! were 
the firſt ſpecimen ſince the Fall, will never. 
ceaſe till Chriſt come, as is terribly deſcri- 
bed, 2 Theſ. 1.6, 10, 11, 12. and Matth, 25, 
But yet ſome Sauis may become Pauls, and 
for the hope of the recovery of ſuch, I will 
adjoyn ſuch Reaſons as ſhould convince any 
that have the ufe of Reaſon lefr. 


— 


Chap. III. #ndeniable Reaſons againſt 
Malignant Enmity to ſerious Godlineſs. 


* I, T2» deny-that there is a God who is 


the Supreme Governour of Man, is 
to be mad in deſpight of the whole world 
whicl proveth it: And it depoſeth all Kings, 


who claim their Authority as given them by 


God, and as his Officers ; for if there be no 
God, there's none to give them Authority: 


And' to grant that there is. a God, and yet 


. deny him our love, honour and obedience,is 
to ſpeak groſs contradicion, or elſe profels 
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open malice againſt God himſelf. If he be. 


God, he is perfectly ſe 3 and ſhould not 
perfect Wiſdom govern us ? If he be God, 


_ he is perfectly Good, and mans chief Bene- 


factor; and ſhould he not then have our 
chiefeſt Love? Ifhe be God, he is of abſo- 
lute Power; and ſhould he, not then be 
obeyed 2 If he be God, he made us, and ſtill 


* maintaineth us, and we live continually by 


his will, and have all that we have of his 
bounty 3 and we, and all we have are whol- 
ly his own; and is not then all our thanks 
and ſervice due to him? If he be God, heis 
our Judge, and will be juſt in punithing and 
rewarding; and ſhould we not then ſerve 
him with the greateſt fear, and with the 
higheſt hopes? Thele things are undeniable. 


Dare any man that believeth there 15 a: 


God, ſay, that man can Love him too much? 
or too much honour him,or obey him ? Can 
we return/him more than his due? Ir is 
therefore no leſs than practical Atheiſm, or 
elſe a rebellious defiance of God, to blame 
or hate men, for loving, honouring and fer- 
ving him to the very utmoſt of their power. 
And to deny God, or defie him, is 2 thou- 


ſand fold more. damnable fin and treaſon, - | 
than to deny and defie the King, or your - + ' - ? 


own Parents. 


2. God hath himſelf commanded man, + 
to Love him with all his hearc, and ſoul, ** 
.and-mightz and to obey him with ;his - 
7: 200d = greateſt 
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| prental fidelity and diligence, and to, fear 
"him more than any creature, and to place 
our chiefeſt hopes on his promiſed rewards, 
and to ſeek firſt his Kingdom and Righte- 
ouſneſs, and not to fin wifully to fave our 
lives, or gain all the world, Dexr. 6.5, 6, 7. 
Ge 10. 12; & 11, 12,13,14. Mat. 22, 37. Heb. 
'IT. 6.,1 Cor. 15.58, Like 12.4. Heb 12.28,29. 
"Hat. 10. 39, 42. & 16. 25,26. & 6. 33. Luke + 
T4. 26, 33. Mat.5.19, 20. And the Law of | 
Nature ſpeaks no leſs. And if God com- 
- mand it, and you condemn it, do you not 
condemn God ? If you command your Son, 
or Servant, or Subject any thing, he that 
blames him for obeying you, blames you 
more than him. If it be a fault of folly ro 
'Tove and ſerve God with all our. heart, and 
-,mind, and might, the fault or folly would be 
Gods that requireth ir, and not ours. And, 
1s \uch a blaſphemer meet for humane So- 
"ciety, who will accuſe his Maker > If God 
be blame-worthy. he is not perfect: And if 
he be not perfect, he is not God : And fo 
to be againſt our utmoſt obedience, doth 
amount to no leſs than Blaſphemy or 
Atheiſm. 
3. Doyou think that Man is a creature 
; that needs tobe blamed for loving or obey- 
ing God too much > Do you not know that 
Nature 1s vitiated by fin, and Man is now 
backward to God, and all that's good and 
holy > You may as well blamea Jame man _ 


for running toofaſt, as a ſinful man for g-. 
beying God too much. It's more foolith | 
than - to blame a fick man for working or 
eating t00 much that can do neither ? Or to 
hold a man in a Conſumption from go- 
ing up the Hill too faſt * Do you find your 
own hearts ſo forward to a holy life, as that 
you. need pulling back or hinderance, when 
no exhortation or neceſſity will per{wade 
youtoit ? And if you need no ſuch reproof 
or {top, why ſhould you think others need 
it? Doyou not - uſe to {ay that all men are 
ſinners > And do finners need to be blamed 
for obedience ? Do you not daily confeſs 


| that you have done the things which- you 


ought not to haye done, and left undone the 
things that you ought to. have done,' and 
here 15 no health in you 3 And yet will you 
b)4me- men for too much Obedience ? It 
ſeerms then that 'your Confeſſions of fin are 
Profeſſions of it;- and while : you rell what 
you have done, , you do but tell what' you 
mean to do, and what you would have all 
others do : or elſe you blame your ſelvesfor 
{1nning, and hate your Neighbours. for not 
{inning. 0 OR 
4. If you hate men for holineſs and avoid- 
ing {tn, you hate Jeſus Chriſt moſt: for he 
was moſt holy, and free from all fin :- And. 
you hate the Angels andall in Heaven, for 


they are holy and void of all trantgref- 
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=. Wa God ? or any better work-to do than 
&* > =Fcommandeth, or any bettee-ching to ſeek 
- : - "ndhope-for than he hath promiſed ? If nor, 
#. -- ſhould not the beſt be preferred. What do 
I you lboye and ſeek your ſelves ? Is money or 
Neſhly pleafure better than God and Hea- 
ven. Is Sin and Senſualiy a better employ- 
_ ment than his Service? Is your fleſh and luſt 
a better maſter ?Compare them, and we are 
content that the beſt be preferred. 
6. Why doyoutake on you to believe in 
Chriſt, if you be againſt holineſs, and for fin? 
Chriſt came into the world to die for fin, 
to ſheiy Gods hatred of it :: And would you 
have us wilfully to commit it, and to deſpiſe 
his Blood > He came to deſtroy - the works 
of the Devil ; and will you plead for them? 
He- came by his Doctrine, example and 
race to bring man to holy obedience : And 
: you hate men for the ſame, and yet call 
your ſelves Chriſtians? 
7. How dangerouſly do you draw to- 


you hate or blame men for being holy, 
or ſeeking to -beſuch z when it is all che 
work of the Holy-Ghoſt on mens Souls to 
make them holy ? It's a dangerous thin 
to hate the work of the Holy-Ghoſtz an 
4 it were defy him, and do deſpite to 
= 7). | 
8. Are you not your ſelves in your 


wards the fin againſt the Holy-Ghoſt, if 
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tiſmVowed and Devoted toGod the Father; 


Son and Holy Ghoſt, renouncing the world, 
the Fleth and the Devil > And dg youhaje 
men for being ſuchas you have voived to be 
your ſelves? And do- you think: that 
God will not ſeverely reckon with; you 
for ſuch Perjury and baſe Perfidiouſneſs......-* 

9. Do you not inyour daily hypocritical ' 
devotions condemn your ſelves by your own 
tongues?Do you not pray that the reſt of. your 
lives may be Pure and Heoly> And at the 


_ fametime hate Puricy and Holineſs? Da 


you not pray that Gods will may be done 0. 
Earth as it is done in Heaven? And can we 
have a higher, purer pattern > Do you know 
any that dothGods will better than it's dong 
in Heaven? Or is it not damnable hypocri- 
ly to pray for that which you hate, and hate 
all men that defireand endeavqur it.? When 
you ſay orhear all the ten Commandments, 
you pray, [. Lord have mercy upon us audiJy- 


line our hearts to keep this Law : |] And doyou 


hate men for. endeavouring to keep it ?: 

you come to the Lords Table, you confels 
your fins, and bind your ſelves in Covenant 
to forſake. them, and to live a holy life, and 
you take the Sacrament upon it ; And the 
Liturgy warneth you to take heed that you 
difſemble not, nor be hinderers of Gods holy 
word, leſt the Devil enter into you as he did-inta 


| Judas, and fill you with all orig reuſe And 
if you hate or oppoſe that ho 


y obedience.to 
God 
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God which your profebs, after all this, what 
muſt be theþortion pf ſuch hypocrites? And 
im your Creed' you profeſs to believe in 
God, the Father,” Son and Holy-Ghoſt, and 
to hold a Holy Citholick Charch, and the 
Communion &f- Saints; And yet do you 


_ © hate -Siihts that obey the Father, Son 


and 'Holy-Ghoſt, and hate their Commu- 


# - 


nion * See | 
ro. Hath not God printed on mans natrtre 
fach a ſenſe of the difference between Good 


and Evil, as that all Laws and Government 


are founded in that fenſe> And no man 
loveth to be counted or called a bad or un: 
godly, or -uticonfcionable man : A Lyar, a 
Knave, a Perfured manor a wicked man : 
And yer do you hate men for avoiding wick- 
meg? 
"xr. Donot yon uſe to accuſe Religious 
men of ſome fin or other. ( Truly or tallly) 
and think by- that ro make them odious ? 


Ad yet do ybuaccufe them, and hate them 


oſt for nor finning > To be Sober, Juſt 
and Godly is bat toavoid fins of Omiſflion 
and Commiſſion: And do you at once accuſe 
them as ſinners and hate them for obeying 
God, and ſinning no more? | 


x2. Doth itnever affright you to find the 


Devils nature in you, as hating the Divine 
or holy natare which is in faithful Godly 


men ? And to think how openly you ſerve ' 


man that 
believe 


the Devil, and do his work ? No 


(5) 
believeth there are Devils can donbt; "bur 
thar theHharred of God, as holy, and they 
tred of his holy Word, and Work,and $6 
vants, is the Devils malignity, and the op- 


- poſing of them his work. Tf he were”t 


wr ite you his Commandments, they wotfld 
be contrary fo Gods, and the chief of then 
ſhould be, | Thou ſhalt not Love God, nb} 
ſerve him with all thy Heart, and Soul; 'and 
Might, nor Love thoſe that db ſo; but hate, dle+ 
ride, oppoſe and perſecute them, And 1s -it 
honourable openly to ſerve the Devil?Chriſt 
tells ſuch men, Joh. $8. Thar the Devit is 
their Farher, becauſe they have his nature, 
and that his work they do, for he was for 
the beginning a Lyar, and a MalignantMur- 
derer, and turned man from obeying God, 
And can ' you think thathe loverth you; &f 
that his Service againſt God-is better chit 
Gods; or his reward better? _—_ 

13. Doth it never touch your Conſelen-' 
ces to conſider that you are the Children afid 
followers of curſed Cain; and how punt 
ally his caſe againſt .4bel, and yours agaitit 
Gods Servants is the ſame ? By faith Abel 
offered 10God a” more excellent” ſacrifice thats 
Cain, by Thich he obrained witneſs that he WAS 
rightcons, God teſtifying of his Gifts ; and by 
!t he being dead, yet (peaketh, Heb. 11, 4. Cain 
hated him becauſe God more accepted him 
and his offering; 1 Fob. 3. 10; I1, 12. 1n this 
the Children of God are manifeſt, and the _ 
ON-EE ren 
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arr of the Devil - Whoever doth not righteouſ- 
meſs is prot of God, nor he that loveth not his Bro« 
ther + For this is the meſſage that ye heard from 
the beginning, that we ſhould love one another : 
| Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and 
flew his Brother: And wherefore ſlew he him ? 
becauſe his own works were evil and his brothers 
righteous. | 
\ .. I4+ Is it poſſible that any man canunfeign- 
edly believe a Heaven as the reward ofholy 
. obedience, and.yet think we can do toq 
much to obtain it, or be too careful tomake 
it ſure ? Isnot everlaſting glory worth the 
coſt of a holy life > Or can it be toodearly 
bought> 
....,15. Or 1s it poſflible to believe Gods 
Judgment, and Hells Puniſhment, and yer 
to hate thoſe that do their beſt accord- 
ing. to Gods own Counſel to eſcape 
If ? 
.--16- What monſtrous cruelty is it in you 


to wiſh poor Souls to do that which God 


hath told us they ſhallbe damned for > God 
faith, Without holineſs none ſhall ſee God, Hed. 
12.14, Except your righteouſneſs exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Serites and Phariſees, you 
ſhall-in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Mart. 5. 20. Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they | 


ſhall fee God, Mat. 5. If ye_live after the Fleſh 
ye ſhall die, but if by the Spirit -you mortify the 
Aceds of the Body,ye ſhall lzve, Rom. 8. 7,8. 13, 


What manner of perſons ought ye to be in all holy 


Conver ation 
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Converſation and Godlineſs? 2 Pet. 3. 11. We 
receiving a Kingdom which cannot be moved, let 
us ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence and. 
Godly fear, for our God is a Conſuming Fire, 


Heb. 12. 28, 29. Be ſtedfaſt; unmoveable 


always abounding in the work, of the Lord, 
foraſmuch as you know that your Labour is not 
in vainin the Lord, 1 Cor. 15.58. This is the 
very tenor of the Goſpel: And would you . 
with men to damn their ' Souls for nothing ? 
To loſe Heaven, and ſuffer Hell forever, 
and all toavoid a pure and holy life? What 
a bloody motion is this > Worſe than if you 


intreated us all to cut our own throats. Let+ - . 


us try firſt whether you will do far leſs at 
our requeſt? Will you give the poor all your 
Lands and Eſtates 2 Will you run into Fire 
or Water, or {et your own houles on fire 
when any will but defire it? It's like you 
bave heard of the Woman who being 
tempted to adultery, defired the temprer 
firſt to hold his Finger in the Fire for her ; 
Which when he refuſed, ſhe told him, - it 
was leſs reaſon ſhe ſhould burn in Hell to 
Satisfy his luſt. If you will not part with 
vour Life or Eſtate when another defires 


you, why ſhouid we part with Hea- 


_ for ever, and chooſe Hell at your de= 
ire? |, | BF+ 
Yea we ſee that you will not leave an ll 
gotten gain, #2 Sport, or a Whore, or a 
Drunken Cup, for all the Love of Goth Lo 
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blood of Chriſt, :and the hope of Heaverry 


And ſhall we part with God, and Heaven, 


and Chriſt to humour you ? 


--And what is it that you offer us inſtead of 


all-chat we muſt part with 2. And to eaſe the 
pain which we muſt undergo ? Nothing, 
or. worſe than nothing. If we ſhould re- 
nounce God and our hope of Heaven, you 
cannot give us health or wealth for it : 
Much leſs can you ſecure theſe or life to us 
till to morrow. And will any thing that 
you can give us, be better than Heaven to 
us? Or will it make Hell tollerable? 

Will yon undertake to an{wer for it at 
the bar of God, if we are charged with an 
ungodly,fleſhly life, or omitting our neceſla- 
ry duty ? You cannot anſwer for your ſelves 
| but by trembling confeſſion : You cannot 
fave your {elves ; Nor will all your wealth 
and honour get you one drop of Water to 
cool your tongues. And ſhall we truſt thar 
you can anſwer for us, or {ve us? When 
you would have any man wilfully to neglect 
that holy life which God enjoyneth, you 
would have him to be madder than one that 
would Burn his Houſe, and Kill himſelf, if 
youdid but require it. And' what horrid 
cruelty 1s this > Youare worſe than man-eat- 


ing Cannibals? Bur the beſt is you cannot - 


force us to it ; And if you think to hire or 
flatter_us into Hell, you muſt have ſome- 
what more to ſay, and to offer us than. we 


yet 


know. that Faith and Godlineſs, are not on- 


"m"" "1007. 
yet ever heard of z Much leſs are -we- 6 
much below Bedlams, as to: forſake -our 
Salvation, leſt you ſhoukd callus Preciftans; 
or Puritans, or any ſuch nick-name or word 
of ſcorn, as doth but ſhew the folly and mi- 
ſery of the ſpeaker. - You will not be 
laught or mockt out of your Eſtates, or 


\ Lives; Nor we out of our Salvation. -In 


ſhort, Nature is not willing to lie in Hell; 
and Grace maketh us deſire Heaven; And 
we never yet found that any thing eiſe . was 
more defireable. £39 
17. And what is there amiſs in the 
Word or Work of God, and- in a ſerious 
godly life, that ſhould make us be againſt ir ? 
Doth God make bad Laws? Are your wills 
and luſts and appetites a better law ?2-Or 
could you have taught God: to amend the 
Bible, or to govern better ? God needs us 
not: His Laws are all made for our. good > 
All his ways are pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths are peace. Speak true reaſon; Is it 
2 better life to love a Whore, or to: pleaſe 
Luſt and Appetite, than to love God? 
What is there in Love and Obedience :to 
God that- ſhould make it deteſtable, - or 
make us miſerable ? Is it 4 greater trouble 


- to live.in hope of Heavenly Glory, than to 


livein the deſpair either of a Sadducee ora 
Rebeſ? You may wiſclier tempt us tofall out 
with our food, or friends,, or health. We 
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ly. mans duty, bnt his intereſt; much more 


than health is to our bodies, food to our na- 
=, w_ che converſe of deareſt friends to 
'de 


our delight. 


18. We have had experience of both 
wayszanc would you have us mad againſt our . 
experience? We tryed the World and Sin } 


too long, and found nothing. in it but bru- 


tiſh-pleaſure and lnſcious Poyſon : Nothing 


that will ſave Soul, life or health : And ſome 
tryal God in mercy hath given us of his love, 
and the life of obedient faith and hope: 
And the more we try it, the better we find 
it : Only we canreach to ſo ſmall a degree 
as doth but tell us how good it is, and make 
us long for more. And whether the Devil 
would Cons {corn or affright us*from 
it, by his own mouth or by yours, we hope 
it ſhall be all in vain. 

19. And who or xvhat are you that would 
reaſon, mock or*affright us from a life of 
obedience to God ? Are you wiſer than 
God, and dare.you give him the lie, that we 
ſhould believe you before him ? Or are you 
better than God, that you can make a bercer 


choice for your ſelves and us? Are you . 


more mercif:! than God, and would ſave 
us from ſome hurt that he would do us? 


Are you truer than God, and more to be. *| 
believed ? Are you greater ihan God, and 


more to be feared? Orare you not the moſt 
fooliſh, ignorant and damnably your ſelves 
_ 
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deluded by the Devil : And ſhall the words 
or mocks of ſach, drive us to forſake oun 
Souls and God ? Should we obey you and 
lie in Hell for it for ever, it would be'no 
ſmall part of the torment of our Conſciences, 


þ to think that we came thither ' by regarding 
' the threats or ſcorns of worms and fools 


before all the Word, and Love of God and 
our Redeemer. | 

20. And before we change our Obedi- 
ence to God for another courſe, let us know 
what we ſhall change it for, and whether it 
be for famething better : Hath your courſe 
made you better or happier than the faich- 
ful are? Do we not ſee and feel withfor-+ 
row, that the worldly, fleſhly, ungodly' fort, -. 
are in all Nations the Plagues of rhe Earth. 
and worſe to mankind than Wolyes and 
Serpents ? They will not let the world live 
in peace; ſtriving and fighting for dominion 
and maſterſhip, and more of the world, they 
are like Dogs about their Carrion, worrying 
and tearing one another : They. turn Man 
into a more odious creature than Swine or 
Toads, by filthy luſts, and horrid prophane- * 


neſs: They make their Countreys worſe 


than Bedlam, raving againſt that which the 
God of Heaven hath commanded and made 


' neceſſary to Salvation. And are theſe ſuch 


good and pleaſant fruits as ſhould entice us 
tochange our maſter, work and hopes, for 


' And 
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+», And who ſhall be our Rule, if we forſake | d 
God and his Word? If Princes, how many | 
Finds are they of through the world 2 And 
are they all in the right? Or how ſhall we | q 
know which 1s right but by the Word of | k 
God? Or muſt all men be for the God and: is 
Religion of his King? If it were Prelates, | 
of how many minds are they through the | þ 
world, and how bitter in condemning one | 1 
another ? If it muſt be the major part, how || h 
(hall obſcure men know who thoſe be that | : 
can have no juſt cogniſance of the ſtate of | c 
the Earth, whether Papiſts, Greeks, Jaco- || tl 
bites, Neſtorians, &c. be the major part? | n 
And how ſhall we know that the major part | v 
k. of the Clergy are the beſt and ſoundeſt, 
py when we ſee that the major part of the 
| Lairy is uſually the worſt 2 Or 1s it certain 
that the Papiſts Biitops are ſounder than our 
Proteſtant Biſhops, becauſe they are more ? 
If we forſake our Concord in God and his 
Word, we can have none. 

21. What mean you to do with Conſcience, 
your own, and ours, and other mens ? Con- 
{cience is Gods Officer in us, and judgeth of 
men and actions as they ſtand ſubject to God 
and his Judgment. To drive Conſcience out 
of the world, and to drive all reverence and 
obedience to. God out of the world, is all. 
one. To {ubje& Conſcience to Luſt or Man, 
is to ſubject God to Luſt or:Man in our efti- 
mation and practice. And is God fo eaftly 
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depoſed > And will he give up his Scepter 
to a {corner, a drunkard, -or a perſecutor ? 

And what ſhift will you make at hometo 
quiet Conſcience in your {elves 2 You little 
know how deep it biterh, and how hardly it 


F is quieted, when it is awaked, as ſhortly and 
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certainly it will be : Then Fades will bring 


back his price, and ſay, 7 have ſianed in be- 
traying innocent blood; and all the comfort 


his companions will give him is, See thou ts 


that : What*s that tous ? And hanging or pre- 


cipitating himſelf is next. It's like he before © 
thought as you do, that he could have better 


maſtered his Conſcience : But you may as 
wiſely think to conquer pain and death. 

Buc whatever you do with your own, if 
we ſhould leave our obedience to God, to 
obey you, or any men, we know not what 
we ſhould do with our own Conſciences, 
nor how to quiet them- God hath brought 
us out of that Darkneſs and Lethargy which. 
quieted them in fin heretofore : And we 
cannot now be ignorant of that duty ta 
God, that ſelf-intereſt, that danger to wilful 


ſinners, and that evil of tin,which would bes * 


gin Hell in us here: And are not your {corns 
and threatnings eaſter than this ? | 
22. Do not-moſt men at death ſee the 


madneſs not only of enmity, bur of neglect 


of a'holy life, and with that they might die 
the death of the righteous, and thac thetr 


die 
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Pte" a Dives or a Herod, or a Lazarus or a 


Paul? 1s it not a ſhame to your deviliſh 


cauſe and you, to {ee men live in one mind 
and die in another? And icorn, hate and 
perſecute ſerious Godlinelſs till the Sentence 


of death is paſt upon them, and then to wiſh 


they were tuch themſelves. Or if you be 


more hardened to the laſt, you are rhe more | 


hopeleſs : But how quickly did iuch another 
change his note, and cry, Father Abraham, 


ſend one to my five brethren to warn them, that |, 


they come not to this place of torment ? It you 
mock at theſe words, you mock at Chriſt 
that ſpake them, and ſure you look not to 
be ſaved by a derided Chriſt. And it's baſe 
Hypocriſy to deride him, and yer call your 
{elves Chriſtians, and go to Church as if you 
ſerved him. Live as you would die and be 
judged,for you ſhall be judged as you live and 
die. Either hold to the mind that you will 


never change, or change it quickly before it. 


be too late. : 
23. If you know what a manis,you know 
that his Soul is better than-his corruptible 


flelh; And if you think your Throars and 


Guts and Fancies worth all the Coſt and 
Care :nd Labour which you beſtow on them 
in the world, ſhall not we think our Souls 
worth. mbre? What Godly man that you 


think makes too much a do for Heaven,doth 
beftow more time, and words, and labour - | - 
for it; than you do for the Fleſh-and World? ; 
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Do we not ſee how men will labour at land, 
and venture through dangerous Seas, and 
Fight in Wars, and Plot againſt all that ſtand 
in their way. and this all day, from year to 
year, and all for Proviſion for Fleſh and Fan- 


4 -cy.And do thoſe that you accuſe do more for 


their Salvation ? If you know not now, you _ 
will ſhortly know, which makes the better 


choice and bargain. 


24 What harm doth Godlineſs and Con- 


| ſcience doyou in other men? Had you not 
rather have a ſon that takes Diſobedience, 


Whoredom, Gaming and Drunkenneſs for 
fin, than one that makes no Conſcience of 
them?Had you not rather have a Wife whoſe 
Conſcience reſtrains her from Scolding 
and Adultery, and a Servant that makes 


Conſcience of robbing or - deceiving you, 
than one that' doth not 2 Sure unconſciona- 


ble Servants and Debtors are more trouble- 
ſom than they that fear God and believe 
that injuſtice is a damning fin? But the 
truth is, moſt wicked men are for ſo much 
Conſcience and Religion in others, as re- 
Rrains them from wronging or hurting 
them; but no more, nor for that much in 
themſelves which may reſtrain them from 
hurting others. 

But if you reſolve rather to be damned 
than ta be Sober, Juſt and Godly, and obey 


. God againſt the fleſh; Why cannor you dear 


with other men that make a wiſer choice? 
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What burt- doth their praying do you 3 or 
their preaching, while they are reſpon(tble 
for any ill Doctrine? What 1f they be read- 
ing the Scriptare, or hearing Directions for 
a holy life, while you are Drinking, or 
Gaming, or reading a Romance, or Rail- 
ing Libel, doth their Piery hurt you? 
What if they dare not Swear and Drink 


as you do, doth this do you any harm? 


What is it but the Serpentine enmity that 


maketh you hate thoſe that never hurt } 


you ? 

25+ If you will believe God, it 1s for the 
fake of Godly men that God preſerves the 
World from ruine : He would have ſaved 
Sodem had there been but-ten ſuch perſons 
init: He will not deſtroy the world, till 
he hath gathered all his choſen out of it: And 
do they deſerve to be moſt hated ? 

26. How exceeding dear a love hath God 
and our Redeemer expreſt, to all holy, obe- 
cient believers ? God calls them his Jewels, 
_ Iis Treaſure, in whom he delighteth; He 

gave Chriit ſpeciaily for them : He ſealeth 
them to Salvation by his Spirit : he juſtifiech 
them, and will glorify them in Heaven : 
Chriſt calls them Fieſh of his Fleſh, his 
Friends, his Spouſe, they are united to him, 
he watheth them in his blood, ana feederh 
tnem with his Fleth, and will make them 
equal to the Angels, and will condemn their 
- Enemies : Andare not you deviliſh enernies 
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r | to God and Chriſt, who cull out thoſe for 
e | your malice and Enmity, whom God chooſ- 
. | ethout to magnify the wonders of his Love 
r | onthem for ever? 
r 27. The Angels of Heaven rejoyce at the 
- | Converſion of aſinner, Zuke 15. 10. And 
> | rejoyce to be Chriſt Servants for their de- 


fence continually : And is it not ,Devils 
then and their Servants and Souldiers that 


are againſt them ? Take heed ; Gods Angels 
' that {\motea Herod, may do execution on you 


ere long. | 

28. The Holy Ghoſt faith, 1 Cor. 6. That 
the Saints ſhall judge the world, and even 
the Angels. that is, the evil ones : Did: you 
believe this, you would be afraid to hate and 
perſecute them now. | 

29. Even Heathens are for much honour- ' 
ing and worthiping their Gods ; yea many: 
offer them too coſtly Sacrifice : What praiſes 
doth Fulian give to the Sun, and what ſtridt- 
neſs of life doth he Command his Prieſts? 
What great contempt of the Body and the 
World,did thePlatoniſts,the Stoicks and the' 
Cynicks profeſs? And ſhall profeſt Chriſti-'" 
ans hate thoſe that are obedtent tSthe true: 
God yea to ſhew that the War between” 
Good and Evil goeth on in all the World ; 
evenamong Heathens thoſe that were for ” 
_ _ were deſpiſed and hated oy the 

nfual. 


30. And is it not a ſeff-condemning thing. - 


IJMl 


" 7 — 


in thoſe that accuſe Gods Servants as mak- 
ing too much adoe in obeying the Law of 
God, and yet make( as the Church of Rome 
doth ) abundance more Laws or Canons of 
their own, and require preciſe obedience to 
them all? Yea will burn men ata Stake 
for breaking their Laws ; Doth God make 
too much work in the Judgment of them 
. thatthink ic not enough wichout much more, 
as if Lods Law were too narrow and inſufh- 
cient * Yea learn by the Church of England, 
whoſe Canons (5,6, 7, 8.) ipſo fatto ex- 
communicate: them that do but affirm any 
thing to be repugnant to Gods word in their 
Liturgy, Ceremonies or Church Governing 
Ofhces: And can you think that obeying 
God deſerveth hatred, when diſobeying men 
deſerveth excommunication?Learn ofour late 
Laws, which account all the Miniſters of 
England worthy to be caſt out and ſilenced if 
they dare nor take the impoſed Declarati- 
ons, Oaths and Subſcriptions, and do- what 
the At of Uniformity impoſeth z And 
do you think it worthy of reproach to be 


as ftrit in obeying Gods known Laws, 


as1s required to the At of Uniformity and 
the Canons ? _ 

31. Even the Church of Rome applaudeth 
great Rigor and Strictneſs of life, in ſuch as 
w1ll obey the Pope ; And they ave allow- 
ed Orders of Fryars whoſe rules tye them to 


great abſtinence, to much-praying, and ſome 
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to much Preaching, ſo that Religion is all 
their calling. And ſhall the ſtrict obeying of 
Gods known Laws render men odious a- 
mong profeſſed Proteſtants ? | Yea the Pa- 
piſts honour the very Bones and Relicks of 


their dead Saints? And you your ſelves. 


keep holy days for many Saints : And witE 
you at the ſame time hate and hurt thoſe 


_ thatendeavour to imitate them? Will you 


imitate thoſe Phariſees whom Chriſt pro- 
nounceth Woe againſt,who at once honoured 
the dead Prophets with building them Mo- 
numents or Tombs, and murdered the liv- 
ing that ſucceeded them ? ; 

32. You can never come to Heaven,or be 
ſaved from Hell your ſelves, without ſerious 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Sobriety : And will 
you hate that without which you cannot be 
ſaved? L 

33- Scarce any ſin doth more certainly 
prove you to be ungodly, than hating god11- 
neſs: What ever hope there may be of 
thoſe that fin againſt Conſcience, and with 
to be better, and purpoſe Repentance, that 
man cannot be a truly Godly man, that is an 
Enemy to godlineſs, {o that this is a dread- 
tu] deaths mark on you. &+” 

34. You would extirpate the principle of 
{elf-love, which God hath made inſepara- 
ble fromus. There is ſomewhat in our na- - 
ture which we cannot lay by, - which makes 


US.unwilling to be damned. If you that be- 


lieve 
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lieve no Hell, dare venture into it, wecan- 


not do ſo, who do believe it. If you fay, - 


that it is our folly to believe that none ſhall 
be ſaved without Holineſs, and mortifyins 
the deeds of the body by the Spirit, bear 
with that folly which doth you no harm: Tt 
is not Men or Devils that we had it from, 
bur the Holy Ghoſt in Scripture. If ir be 
your wiſdom to give God the lie, and be- 
lieve a Drunken ſot, or the Devil, before 
him, it ſhall be none of ours : Speed as you 
chooſe, and let us ſpeedas we chooſe : we 
thall meet your Souls ſhortly in another 
mind and tune. Strive not to make us chooſe 
damnation now our Eyes are open : We 
were once too eaſily befool'd : but cannot 
now ſo hate our ſelves. 

. 35. Moreover, he that would not have 
a man live a life of holy obedience to God, 
would have him lay by that which he was 
made for, and that which God continueth 
lis life for,and that which he hath his reaſon 


and all his daily mercies for. What elſe * 


have we todo in the World 2 Have men 
going to the Grave and Eternity, nothing to 
do but Eat and Drink, and Laugh,and Play, 
and run up and down like Ants with ſticks 
and ſtraws, and then die, and call all vanity 
-and vexation too late? If we may not ſpend 
our time in making ſure of a better World, 
we had rather we had never been born, or 
had died ininfancy, or that we had a doſe 
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of Opium that would make us ſleep out the 


reſt of our lives in quietne(s, rather than 


ſpend it as you do, and then give a fad ac- 


gount of all: we had rather we had been 


Birds or Beaſts, Dogs or Swinethan Men, 
were it not for that life which you hate, 
and the hopes which depend on it. It had 
been a greater kindneſs to us to have mur- 
dered us at the birth, than to tempt us to 
live for our damnation. 

36. What do you think it is that is Gods 
Image on mans Soul, you know that it's ſaid in 
Scripture that God made man at firſt in his 
own Image, and that Chriſt by his Spirit re- 
neweth them to that Image. What is it 
think you, God hath not hands and feet, and 
bodily parts as we have ? Tt is the Soul thar 
hath his Image. And do you think it is the 
love of Money, and Luſt, and Sport, or , 


Gluttony , or Drunkenneſs that is his © 


Image ? Scripture faith Eph. 4-23, 24. Colof. 


3-10. it is Holineſs : And this is called the 
| - Diviae aature, as Coming from God, and in- 


clining nature unto God. Either Holineſs, 
Wiſdom and Righteouſneſs is Gods Image; - 


or elſe ,there is none ſuch on man; And 
then you make Gods Word to be falſe. 


And if this be it, and this it which you hate, 
are you not haters of God? And is not that 
to be deviliſh and hated by God ? 


' 37. Whileyou are angry at them that 
lay few are faved, or that none but Saints | 
CEE Or. 
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or ſerious godly obedient men are ſaved, 
you would fink all the World into utter deſ- 
pair, and make none or next none to be 
ſaved. One part of the haters of godlineſs 
believe no life ro come 3 And theſe would 
have all men deſpair. For if there be none, 
there is none to be hoped for : and they thac 
think men die but as Dogs 6 Swine do, muſt 
be expected to live like Dogs & Swine. The 
other part of you, labour by all means to 
make themſelves and others believe that 
the profeſſion of more godline(s than world- 
ly carnal men have, is but hypocriſy, and 
that ſuch are at the heart as bad as others : 
And if this be ſo, what is the conſequence, 
bur that none are ſaved ? Forunleſs you Will 
give God the lie, or be ſaved in ſpite of 
him, you muſt believe that none are ſaved 
. that arenot ſanctified by the Spirit of Chriſt, 
® and livenot after the Spirit, mortifying the 
fleſh, Foh.3 3, 5. Heb. 12. 14, Rom. 8.6, 7, 
8, 9,13. 2 Cor.5.17. And that no man can 
be ſaved that loveth the world more than 
God and Heaven, and fleſhly pleaſure more 
thanholineſs. And therefore if there be 
-»:none ſuch, then none are ſaved. Hypocriſy 
11 not fave men : God tells us that Drun- 
kards, Fornicators, Covetous, Thieves, Ex- 
tortioners, Revilers, Effeminate, Idolaters, 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of Goa, 
IT Lor. 6. 9, IO. Eph. 5. 5. And if any man * 
love the world ( belt ) the love of the Father 
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is not in him, 1 foh. 2.5. And if all that 
pretend to be better are hypocrites, than 
none at all are ſaved. 

It may be you have the kindneſs to ex- 
cept ſome few. Bur if thote few beall chat 
be not either carnal men { deſcribed Rom. 
8. 5,6, 7, 9.) or hypocrites, how few then 
do you make to be taved, if God be true ? 

38. Who do you think ir is that Chriſt 
meaneth, when he ſaith, 1 ſend you as Lambs 
among Wolves? Ye ſhall be hated of ali men for 
my names (akhes; Bleſſed are they that ſuffer per- 
ſecution for righteonſneſs ſake £ When they ſay 
all manner of evil of you falſly for my ſake: The 
World will hate you as it hated me, becauſe you 
are not of the World, but 1have choſen you out of 
the World : Marvel not if the World hate you 2 
As many as will live godly in Chriſt feſus ſhall 


ſuffer Perſecution, &s. Who do you think all 


this is ſpoken of ? It is not of you, that are 
flethly, worldly, ungodly men ; Who Perſe- 
cuteth you for righteouſneſs ſake > Who 
hateth, revileth or impriſoneth, or fineth 


« you, fcr living godly in Chriſt Jeſus? Doyou 


{uffter as much for reviling Preachers, 'as:we 
have done for Preaching 2 What ſuffer you 
for all the Oaths that be ſworn- datly ih 
Streets and Taverns, and the horrid pro- 


phaneneſs, Atheiſm, Sadduceiſm, Fnfideliry ;- © 
that men are guilty ot # If: you did ſuffer 


tor Whoredom, Drunkennels, Blaiphemy 
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the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, As he that was born 
after the Fleſh perſecuted him that was born af- 
ter the Spirit, even ſo it 1s now, 1S Ut {uch as you 
that he meaneth 2 When Pezer faith, | They 
ſpeak, evil of you, and falſly accuſe your good 
converſation in Chriſt, 1 Pet. 3.16. Whom 
meaneth he > When he ſaith, 1 Per. 4. They 
think it ſtrange that yourun not with them to all 
exceſs of ryot (laſciviouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of 
wine, revellings, banquetings and abominable 
zdolatry ) who do you think he meaneth 2? 
And when he faith, 1. Per. 2.9. Te are 4 
choſen Generation, a royal Prieſi-hood, a holy 
Nation, a peculiar People, that ye ſhould ſhew 
forth the praiſes of him that hath called you out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light 5 who 1s it 
that he meaneth ? You'll ſay,t is Chriſtians : 
True : Bur is it Hypocrites ? Is it thoſe 
that will ſay at laſt, Lord we have Propheſied 
inthy Name,and Eat and Drunk in thy preſence, 
to whom Chriſt will ſay, Depart from me, ye 
workers of Iniquity, 1 know you not ? Sure 
falſe Chriſtians are worſe than Heathens. 

39. The way which you take againſt Re- 
ligious perſons doth ſhew who it 1s that ſets 
- you on work, and what it is that is the root 
of your enmity. As Gods Image is in the 
underſtanding, will and executive power of man, 
ſo is Satans; and he is accordingly deſcribed 
by Chriſt, to be 1. A Liar and Deceiver 3 
2. A Malignant, Hater of Goodneſs, or Ho- 


lines; and a cauſe of fin; -3. A hurtful 4 
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murderer or deſtroyer. And thefe are the 
three ways by which Godly people are pro- 


ſecuted in the world. 1. Belying them is 
grown ſo common with their enemies, that 


' there is nothing ſcarcely fo notoriouſly falſe 
which they will not afhrm of them, and it's 


well if ſome will not preach it, print it, or 
(year it: And they make one another eafi- 
ly believe it. Till experience proved it, I 
did not think that humane nature had been 
liable to ſuch impudent, monſtrous lying. 

2. The daily buſineſs of many is, by wit 
and diligence to draw men to hate Religi- 
ous men on falſe pretences : As plainly as 
Chriſt preacheth and urgeth Love,as his great 
Commandment: ſo plainly do theſe preſs 
and urge men to Hatred : But of this before. 

3. And Hatred tends to Hurrfulneſs - 
What plotting and labouring 1s there in the 
world, to ruine and deſtroy each other 2 
The malignant ſpirit is blood-thirſty. It's 
ſtrange how the unclean Devils thirſt ro 
draw or ſuck ſome blood from Witches. 
Nothing more alienates me from the Papal 
Kingdom, than that it lives like Leeches up- 
on blood. To read over the Hiſtory of the 
q— and of their Maſlacres, would 
make Men take Toads, and Adders, and 
mad Dogs, and Wolves, for harmleſs wm, 
mn compariſon of ſome Men. If any would 
requite them (or others) with the like, I 


1] fate it in Proteſtant or-Fapiſt. The Turks 


conquered 
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conquered the Greek Empire, partly by the 
mutinous diviſions of the Chriſtians, and 
partly by promiſing them Liberty of Reli- 
gion: And when the Chriſtians thoughr 
they ſhould have that, they yielded up the 
Empire with the leſs reſiſtance. And that 
which was ſo advantageous to the Infid?ls, 
might, well uſed and limited, be more ad- 
vantageous to the Chriſtian Truth and 
Church. 

But though good things may be uſed in 
an ill cauſe, it is a {ign of a bad cauſe which 
needeth bad means. That cauſe which is 


carried on by Lying, Perjury and Deceit,by | 


malignant Love-killing, endeavours, and by 
cruelty, and hurtfulneſs, and blood,is there- 
by made ſuſpicious to all wiſe men. Ir is a 
wonder of impudency in Baronius, Binuins 
and other Papiſts, to juſtifie Martin, a Ca- 
nonized Saint, for renouncing Communion 
to the death with the Synods and Biſhops 
who perſwaded the Emperor to draw the 
Sword againſt the Gnoſtick Priſcillianiſts; 
: and themſelves to defend a thouſand-fold 

groueer cruelties and murders in their own 

* Church on the account of Religion : But 
ſin is mad ſelf-contradiction. 

4. I conclude with this great truth: They 
that hate and oppoſe Godly mens obedience 
to God, . do feek to ſilknce the chief Wit- 
neſs of Chriſt,” and to caſt -out , Chriſtianity 


from the Earth. Chriſtianity cannot be pro; | 
h | ved | 


| and ſeek to expe 
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ved to be true, but by the Spirit, which is 
its Seal and Witneſs. This Witneſs of the - 


Spirit was not only extraordinary in Lan- 
guages and numerous Miracles, bur alſo or- 
dinary in the work of Sandctification. This 
Seal is ſet on all that ſhall be faved in 


all rimes and places. The Lord knowerh 


who are his: And let him that nameth the 


name of Chriſt depart from iniquity. He re- 


deemed ms to purifie to himſelf a peculiar people 
zealous of good works : Teaching us, that denys 


. ing ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 


ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
world : Looking for that bleſſed hope, and the 


glorious appearing of the great God and our Sa- 


viour Jeſus Chriſt, Tit. 2. 12,13, 14. By this 
healing work Chriſt is krown to be indeed 
our Phyſician, the- real Saviour chat ſaveth 
his people from their fins. As. man gene- 
rateth man, and the Father is known by the 
ſimylitude of the Child ; andas he is known 


to be a good Artiſt that can make others 


ſuch. This is Chriſts ſtanding Witneſs in 
all times and places. And when you wonld 


turn this into ſcorn, and cloud it with 'ſlan- : 


ders, or the charge of Hypocrifte, and 
would have ſuch judged an odious people, 
and have them driven out of the world, 
what do you in effe&& but ſpit in the face 


of Chriſt, and crown him with Thorns, and . 
call him a Deceiver, and crucifie him afreſb, L 
[ Chriſtianity from the . . 7 
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Earth ? What reaſonable man conld believe 
Chriſt to be Chriſt, the Sayiour of the 
world, if he did not ſancifie men,and make 


them much better and fitter for Heaven 


than other men? _ 

So that in this you dire&ly mijitate for 
the Devil. the World and the Fleſh,againſt 
God the Father,Son and Holy Ghoſt,againſt 
the Holy Catholick Church, and the Com- 
munion of Saints, and the Hope of Reſur- 


rection and life everlaſting ; which it you 


did openly under the name of Infidels or 
Heathens, or rather as the profeſt Souldiers 
of the Devil, it were leſs diſingenuous and 
hypocritical, than to do it in the Church, 
and under Chriſts colours, and in the Chri- 
ſtian name. 


And you muſt be ſure that you are fron-. | 


ger than God and our Saviour, if you will 
prevail to the laſt. God hath undertaken 
the defence of the Juſt : Chriſt hath under- 
taken ro preſent them trinmphant before 
his Father, and caſt their Enemies into Hell. 
Are you ſure you can overcome him? Vile 
Worms that cannot fetch a breath without. 
him !: When began you. to be ſtronger than 
God? Was it in the womb ? or in {nfancy 
when you could not go? Or was it when 
the Devil and the Fleſh made you mad br 


drunken in ignorant malice ? If fo, the drun- - ' 


ken fit will f00n, be over, - and God will 


awakea tormenting Wit, If you can con- . 


! 
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tuch; but they will firſt make them odious, 
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quer God, try your ſtrength firſt on his 
works : Stop the Sun : change Night and 
Day : turn the Tide of the Sea : live with- 
out Meat or Air : reſolve that you will ne- 
yer die: fave all your Friends from death: 
Can you do none of this, and yet will you 
venture a War againſt God ? Or do you 
think to fight againſt his Servants, and bribe 
him to be orl your {ide, and forſake them to 


' your rage? Did Chriſt take Mans Nature, 


and die to ſave them, and will he now turn * 
on Satans ſide againſt them 2 He overcame 
the Devils temptation on Earth; yea called 


Peter Satan, Mar. 16. when he would haye 
tempted him not to die for his choſen. Lec 


Men or Devils go try him in his Glory, 
whether he will change his mind, and take 
your part againſt his own holy Truth and 
Servants. 


_— 


Chap. IV. Objettions and falſe Accuſations 
anſwered. 


UT. I know that as Chrtſt and his 
Apoſtles were not hated, nor killed 
hout pretended cauſe and reaſon, .nor the 


WW 
Martyrs murdered without accuſation 3 {o 
F none will now juſtifie the ſcormng or per- 


ſecuring an innocent perfon, or a Saint as 


and 
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and ſeem worthy of all that is done againſt 
them. They will ſay, It ts not godly men, but 
wicked Hypocrites that we hate and proſecute ; 
a falſe and odious ſort of perſons, who are un- 


 ruly, and ſet up their own wit and will againſt 


the Laws and Governours of the ſeveral King- 
doms where they live : They are the very worſt 
of men, 

An. If they are ſo indeed, they are none 
of the men that I am pleading for, nor you 
the men that I reprove. But before we come 
to particular Accuſations, it is your wiſdom 
to anſwer theſe few Queſtions. 

1. Have you particular matter againſt 


them to make good this charge 2 Or is it 


only a general malicious Acculation ? 

2. Is it individual perſons that you mean, 
by whom it's proved? or do you thus accuſe 
whole companies of men? What if one 
ſaid of Papiſts, Jews or Turks, They are 


'Murderers, Adulterers, Perjured, &c. Þo 


you think he were not an odious {landerer, 
to ſpeak that of all or moſt, or the whole 
rr which he can prove but by ſome 

We 

3. Do you know all the perſons whom 
yon accuſe? And have you heard it proved? 
Or do you not (ay this of whole Congrega- 
tions aſſembled to worſhip God, of whom 
you know not one of many ? If this- be 1o, 
it's inhumane calumny. | 
- 4. Havethe particular perſons been heard I 
"I | | ſpeak &. - 
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ſpeak for themſelves, and give the reaſon of 
cheir ations ? and were they proved inſufh- 
cient ? Or were they condemned ynheard ? 
Or was Gods Word derided and'taken for. 
no reaſon ? 

5. Do you not know that the Devil is 
the great Accuſer of the Brethren? and that 


he hath malice and craft enough to ſay as: + 


bad as you can fay, by the beſt of men? and 
mutſt he be believed ? 


6, Are you ſure you can make God be- _ 


lieve you, that theſe men are as bad as you 
affirm? If not, and ifhe find a man in priſon 
for obeying his word, and ask who laid 
him there, will you undertake to prove that. 
he was laid there for ſome crime ? If God 
own him, and ſay, heis my Servant, will you 
confute him,and ſay,No,but he is a Schiſma-, 
tick, God knoweth a Saint from a Schiſma- 
tick better than you do. Sheep-ſteelers uſe 


to ſheer the ſheep and cut our the mark : But. 
they have to do with men : Gods mark- is 


where man cannot take it away; And -the 


foundation of God ſtandeth ſure. The Lord 3 


knoweth whoare his. 


7. Know you not that Chriſt, and his A- _ 


poſtles and all the Martyrs were as deeply 
charged, and put to death as Malefactors ? 


We muſt then have berter progaf than aceu-: 


{at10n, £ 
8. If they prove faithful Chriſtians whom 
you thus accuſe, Cn hath undertaken 
3 


_—_ I 


their © 
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their Juſtification : Ir is his office. And do 
you think to baffle him ? Can he not anſwer 
you? Rom. 8. 32, 33, 35. Who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of Gods elect? It 1s God 
that juſtifieth : Who is he that will condemn 
them? 

9. Have you not greater fins your ſelves 
than thofe whom you accuſe ? If ſo, you 
condemn your ſelves. Would you _ have 
God judge of them as you do? If ſo, do you 
not tell him how to judge of you, and even 
crave him to condemn you ? f: 

ro. Doubtleſs you know that you are 
finners : And how think you to be juſtified 
at the Bar of God ? Is there any but Chriſt 
to judge and juſtify you 2 And do you think 
he will juſtifie his Enemies, that hated, ac- 
cuſed and condemned his Servants? 

'I1. Thoſe that dwell near godly Chri- 
ftians and ſhould know them, are more un- 
excuſable for their malice and flanders than 
forreigners and ſtrangers are. Men of ano- 
ther land or age may be deceived by lying 
fame or. hiſtory. Bur you that are their 
Neighbours are without excuſe. I ſpeak 
for none but perſons fearing and obeying 
God: And you might -eaſily have known 
that they are neither Fornicators, Drun- 
kards, Perjur'd, fwearers, Liars, Oppreſlors, 
Thieves, nor fuffer for any {ſuch crimes as 
theſe. 7 
12. And ifthey are as wicked as you lay, 
wny 


why do you not proſecute them for ſuch 
wickedneſs 2 What are the French Pro- 
teſtants now proſecuted and ruin'd for? Have 
any Judicatures proved them guilty of any 
ſuch crimes againlt God or Man? Or is it 
not only for worſhiping God contrary to 
the Kings and Prelates Laws? And how is 
that? As Chriſts Apoſtles did: They refuſe 
nothing: in Gods worſhip which God com- 
manded, or ' any of Chriſts Apoſtles uſed, 
or any Churches: in their days or long af- 
* ter. And did the Apoſtles offer God ſo 
odious a worſhip as deſerved hatred and de- 
ſtruction 2 When Daziels Enemies deſigned 
his ruine, they faid, Dan. 6. We ſhall find no 
"matter againſt this Daniel except it be concern- 
ing the Law of his God; And 1o they got a 
Law made againſt praying to ty God bur 
the King for a certain time. Dazielmuſt be 
caſt to the Lions for breaking the Kings 
Law : The poor flies deſerve death for 
coming. into the Spiders Web : But did-not 
the venomous Worm Spin it of purpoſe out 
of her own Bowels, or condenſate air, to 
take and kill the flies by craft 2 In England 
there are many that worſhip God as the 
French Proteſtants do, and no better than 
Chriſts Apoſtles did : If this be their hor- 
rid wickedneſs that makes them unworthy 
co live out of Priſon, ſay fo, and pretend 
no other. But if ic be Hereſie,talſe Doctrine, 
Perjury, Fornication, Robbing, Treaſon, Se- 2 
H 4 dition 
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dition or any other crime, why are they 
not accuſed of theſe before the Judges ? And 
why are thoſe charged with them that never 
were {o accuſed and proved guilty 2 Will 
not all wiſe men take thoſe perſons for ma- 
licious Liars, whoby their publiſhed accy- 
ations thus odioully charge multitudes, and 
never offer to prove it againſt them at the 


Judicatures ? Their aceuſation ſhews they 


want not will, therefore their not proſecut- 
ing them for any ſuch ſort of crimes, ſhews 
that it 1s truth that is wanting. 

13. And if they be ſuch wicked perſons, 
whence is it, that they are charged meerly 


with Hypocriſy, by ſuch as ſay, that they 


live ſoberly and juſtly and demurely, but 
they are at the heart as bad as others. 
Their accuſers commonly confeſs that they 
are moſt free from all immoralities, and 
have an outward ſhew of righteonſneſs, but 
theſe heart-ſearchers {ee that their hearts are 
bad. And do they not by this confurte their 
own accuſations ? CO Ww 
14. And why is it that they that know 
them beſt can ſee none of the wickedneſs 
which you accuſe them of, (beyond thoſe hu- 
mane infirmities of which they moſt accuſe 


themſelves). As I have oft done, I again 


jolemanly profeſs, as one that cannot be far 
from my account before the judge of all the 
the World, that having now lived to the 
68th year of my age, and been moſt niſer 
£% — ince 


(105 ) : 
fince the age of ſixteen or ſeventeen, with 
that ſort of men whom the Vulgar then cal- 
led Puritans (deſcribed by Mr. Bolton and 
ſuch other Conformiſts ) though I have met 
with many that had their miſtakes and frail- 
ties, and troubleſome differences in leſſer 
things, and ſome Hypocrites intruded among 
them, yet I never knew any other ſort of 
men comparable to them inChriſtian Know- 
ledge, Faith, Obedience ro God, Hatred of 
fin, Care of their duty ro God and man, So- 
briety, Temperance, Chaſtity, Truth, Hea- 
venly defires, endeavours and hBpes : And 
' that they ſo far excelled the reſt of my 
acquaintance, as made their grace amiable 
to me, and confirmed my belief of the Sa- 
cred Scripture : Yea more, if I had nothad 
| the happineſs of knowing ſach a ſort of men 
that in holineſs, Juſtice and Love excelled 
| thereſt of my acquaintance, or at leaſt cre- 
dibly heard of ſuch, I could not have be- 
| lieved in Chriſt, as a Saviour of men whom 
-4-he made no better than Turks and Infidels'; 
| Nor could I have believed aHeaven for men 
no better prepared for it. And that now 
near my end, [I ſee ſo greata difference in 
Holineſs, Juſtice and Charity, between 
thoſe commonly reviled for worſhiping God 
but as the Apoſtles did, and thoſe that hate 
and perſecute them, as greatly helps me in 
believing that there is a Saviour and Sandcti- 
her, and Heaven for the faithful, and a De: 
Vi 
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vil that deceivesthe reſt, and a hel] that will 
_ them; which is even viſibly begun on 
'Eat [ . CEOS ; 
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Accul. But ( ſay they ) 3t is not for their 
Godlineſs or Sobriety that we accuſe them, 'but 
for their ſin, and wickedneſs. 

-- Axf. Still this is but General, .and figniti- 
eth nothing. But, x. Whar 1s that odious 
{in ? 2. Ic's Gods merciful Providence that 


keeps 1:n in general under ſuch ſhame, as 


that the a&drs of it ſpeak againſt ir, even in 
their ſlanders. 3. Bur if this be the true 


 caufe why do you cull out thoſe that have | 


leaſt ſtn to faſten your. accuſations of fin up- 


on ? It there be a conformable Miniſter that | 


1s more Holy, Charitable, and Zealous a- 
gainſt fin than the reſt, he is one of thoſe 
that is called a Puritan and accuſed of tin ? 
Why do we hear none of your furious 


charges againſt the common Drunkards Re- 


vellers, Gameſters, Whoremongers, Perſe- 
_ cutors, Profane Blaſphemers, Lyars, and the 
Families that call not upon God, ſhew no 
ſerious regard of any Religion at all 2 You 
can liveamong theſe, and Swear and Drink, 
andPlay with them, and never cry out againſt 
them as bad men. 


—— 
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Accul. But religion, being the beſt thing, the 
Corrupters of that are worſe than Drunkards,and 
Smearers, and Adulterers, | 
Anrnſ. Such corrupters there may be as are 
worſe indeed : But what 1s it that they cor- 
rupt Religion in ? They ſubſcribe toall che 
Bible, and the ancient Creeds2 And ifneed 
be to the Engliſh Articles of Religion. Is 
not all that enough 2 Their many large pub- 


| liſhed writings tell the world their Judg- 


ment in Religion 3 Such as Mr. -Archur Hil- 
derſhams, Mr. Perkins, Mr. Greenhams, Dodds, 


| Anthony Burges, Richard Alleins, and a- 


bundance ſuch : What errors are in 
theſe? Et 
2. Why are they not theſe twenty years 
accuſed of Preaching falſe Doctrine, and 
mon guilty and puniſhe for it, if they ar 
Ucn? + 
3. If it be not in Doctrine wha is it? | 


—— 


Accul. They worſhip God contrary to the 

Law ; in not uſing the Common- Prayer book. 
Anſ. 1. Thoſe that conſtantly joyn in the 
Parich Churches in the Common-Prayer are 
as much hated, Reviled and Proſecuted as 
the reſt. Therefore this charge is but hy- 
pocriſy. | 
' 2. What do they that for matter or man- 
ner 


LIMI 
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ner is poſitively contrary to Law in Gods 
worſhip : They read Scripture, Pray, Preach, | 
Praiſe God with Pſalms, Communicate in 
the Lords Supper : Doth the Law forbid any | 
of this ? j 

3. Not uſing the reſt of the Liturgy is a 
Neeation, and no Act at all, and therefore 
noa& of worſhip, and therefore no unlay- 
ful a&, no more than ſilence is : He that is 
ſilent, and he that omits the reſt of the Li- 
turgy, worthips not God by uſing it ; bur 
he doth nothing contrary to it, or forbidden j 
by it. 

4. If Peter and Paul were unknown in 
England, and worihipt God bur as they did 
on Earth, would you therefore call them 

= gr or Rebels, or lay themin the jail? 
I 
b 


Did they worſhip God in an odious, intolc- 
rable manner? Did the Holy-Ghoſt by them 
write an infallible Rule for all things neceſ- 
fry in Religion? and yet are they unſuffera- 
ble rogues that worſhip God but according 
to that rule? 
5. Are they wiſer men than they that 
have madeus another ruleor worſhipeor have 
they more of Gods Spirit,and moreaurhori- 
tyin religion ? RL 
6. Do not the Impoſers ſay that all which 
they add 1s 20 part of Religion,but things indif- 
ferent > And are they odious corrupters of 
Religion, who omit no part of Religion, but 
only humane indifterent things? Ny 
| 7. Do - 
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7. Do you not reverence the Church for 

ſome hundred years after Chriſt, which im- 

poled noLiturgies,but left everyPaſtor to uſe 


his own Prayers? 


8. Do you not harden the Papiſts that 
call our Religion new, and ask where it was 
two hundred years ago, if you make the Li- 
turgy as now formed and impoſed, our Reli- 
He when it is not two hundred years 
OIQM-. 

9. The Godly Biſhops of Eng/2zd have 


ever owned the other Froteſtant Churches, 


and their Communion, who have none of 
our Litorgies, nor any like it. 

Io. If this be the odious crime, why do 
you never Revile or Proſecute the Atheiſts, 
Infidels, Saddnces, Hobbiſts, and thoſe ma- 
ny thouſands that ſeldom 1f ever go to any 
Church, or worſhip God publickly ar all 2 1s 
the worſhip that Peter and Paul uſed worſe 
than irreligiouſnefs and infidelity? 

1t. Who can believe that you are fin- 
cerely zealous againſt miſworſhiping God, 
when you can ordinarily your ſelves bein a 
drinng houſe or playing houſe, at the time 
of publick worſhip > And when ſo few of 


. . you ever ſo much as worſhip God in your 


Families, by Prayer, or read the Scripture, 


or Catechiſe your families? 


72. Is it nota ſtrange thing to hear men 
accuſe others for nor nſing the Liturgy in 


Gods worſhip, and at the ſame time monk Eo 
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bavethem that refuſe it, to be forbidden all 
publick worſhiping of God at all > Doth this 
ſignify any diſlike of their omitting Gods 
worſhip 2 Which 1s the more ungodly omi(- 
 fion? to omit all worſhip of God and live 
likeAtheiſts, or to omit only ſo much ofthe 
Liturgy as the Apoſtles uſed not ? TI have 
known many that could not eat cheeſe, as is 
ſaid before ( nor ſcarce ſmell it without 
danger of Death: ) If you would have a 
Law made that ſuch ſhail eat no other meat, 
few wilſemen will believe that it is their 
health and life that you defire. If a man 
fall in paying his Landlord ſome odd act of 
Service, will you make a Law that he ſhall 
pay nothing at all ? If a Subject neglect pay- 
ing ſome exciſe, or uſing Bow and Arrows, 
will you forbid him paying any thing, or 
ſerving the King at all 2 Sure they that for- 
bid men all publick worſhip, be offended at 
ſomewharelſe than that men do not rightly 
worſhip God, unleſs they think that not to 
worſhip him at all is better than doing it 
without their Book. 

Obj. But he ſhall be Compelled to better 
worſhip. 

Anſ. How? when he lieth in jail he can- 
not publickly worſhip God at all.Is that bet- 
ter worſhip? I know it is baniſhment which 
ſome would have executed. And will men 
wotlhip God any better among Heathens or 


Infidels, or others > Or why thould other . 
Countries 1 ; 


\ 5 


_ 
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Countries endure them, if they be not to be 

endured in their own? — 
Are not Engliſh-men that worſhip God 

( | only by their own Book, as much Noncon- 

formiſts when they are in other Lands, 

France, Spain, Italy, Germany, Holland, &C. 

« | as thoſeare here that do not ule it : And 

5s | we they there intolerable and worthy of 

tr rune? | —_ 

1 Did the Apoſtles or firſt Churches baniſh 

any on fuch accounts 2 Will Chriſt banilh 

: | them from his Kingdom ? Horh he made 

| | any ſuch Laws? And is not hethe abtolute 

> | Soveraign ? -Hath he left his Servants to the 
will of man, to uſe them how they will, or 
caſt out of his Church whonp they will? Are 

. you {ure theſe are none of the number of 
whom Chriſt faith, I was hungry and ye fed 
me not, &c. In as much as ye did it not to 
one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren,you dic 

1t not to me, Mat. 25. . 


COR —_— 


Accuſ. But they are Schiſmaricks, ang. 
Separate from the Churchzand 1s not that a dam 
able fin? 

Anfſ. 1. Being ſpeaking only to maligrant 1 

- enemies of ſerious Godlineſs, I {ay ; It is not / 
only Separatiſts that you hate, but Godly | 
Conformiſts yea perhaps moſt of all, becauſe 
youre more reſtrained from hurting them. 
| - How oft hear weCurſes andRevilings againſt. 
© * pig Conforming 


 T2M2) 
Conforming Puritanes, or as ſome call them 
{ Church Whigs. ] If they are not haters of 
their brethren, but Friends to Love and 
Peace,you nickname them [Trimmers] And 
curſing thoſe whom Chriſt blefſeth, when 
he ſaith, [ Bleſſed be the Peace-makers, us 
theirs is the Kingdomof Heaven | You lay, 
[_ Curſed be the Trimmers, and would the King- 
dom were rid of them. | It is any thatare for 
a holy life, and obedience to God, that you 
abbor. 

2. As1 faid before, you ſpare thoſe that 
come to the Pariſh Churches no more than 


others : The old Nonconformiſts wrote | 


*more againſt Separation than any elſe in 
England did. Ahd yet were hated as intole- 
ade. The reconcilers who are ſince made 
Nonconformiſts, did publickly offer to be 
Subject to Arch-Biſhops and Biſhops, to uſe 


the Liturgy themſelves if reformed, and if. 


it were not, yet never pleaded for ſe- 
paration : And yet are never the more en- 
dured. 

2. Bat whois it that they ſeparate from ? 
Do they not profeſs Union and Commu- 
nion with the whole Catholick Church on 
Earth 2 What ſeparation do you mean ? Is 


it their Local abſence? And are not youFf 
ſuch Separatiſts from all the world, ſaving 
the Afſembly where you meet ? One cannot. . 


be in two places at once. 
Or is it that they diſlike ſomewhat 1n 
your. 
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your Forms of Worſhip ? ſo they may in 
others Forms, with whom yer they profeſs 
Communion : And #z what is it that they 


ſheww diſlike or ſeparation? They hold Com- 


munion with you as Chriſtians, and as re- 
formed from Popery : They ſeparate not 
from Papiſts as Chriſtians: And from you 
it is only for that which you ſay is no part 
of your Worthip or Religion, but things in- 
different 3 which they think to be ſin. And 
are thoſe Separatiſts from your Church, who 
only ſeparate from that which is zo part of 
your Church or Worſhip ? | 

3. Are the French and Dutch Cffurches 


in Loxdon Schiſmaticks or Separatiſts, who 


profeſs Communion with our Churches, 
though they uſe not our Oaths, Subſcrip» 
tions or Liturgy ? Liking their own mode 
better, and preferring it, is no Separation." 
If T like your Liturgy better than any in the 
Bibliotheca Patrum, 1s that ſeparating from 
all Churches that uſe the reſt ? 

' 4. Whoare the Schiſmaticks in France, 
ltaly, Poland, &c. Thole that are called fo, 
and perſecuted as ſuch; or thoſe that im- 
poſe on them the things which they judge 
finful ? | 


4 ad yp if you were in a Presbyterian 


nd, where the Liturgy and Prelacy are 


forbidden, and another Form ſet up by Law 5 
1 and you ſhould contrary to that. Law ule the 


Licurgy and Ceremonies; or. at leaſt refuſe: 
1.95 Ah ſubſcri: 
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( x14, ) | 
fabſcribing againſt Prelacy, and for Lay 
Elders ? If they excommunicared or ruined 
you for this, who do you think were guilty 
of the Schiſm ? 

5. Do they forſake the Aſſemblies be- 
fore they are excommunicated'? Or. is it not 
an odd thing for to excommunicate men 
frſt, and then accuſe them for not coming to 
Church 2 I have known Miniſters ſtop in 


the midſt of Publick Worſhip, and refuſe to 


g0 ON, till an excommunicate perſon went 
out. The whole repreſentative Church of 
England do in their 5, 6, 7, and 8 Canons 
iſo fatto, withour tryal or ſentence, excom- 
municare all in England, who affirm any thing 
z0 be ſinful or repugnant to Gods Word, in the 
Church Governing Offices whatſoever, in the 
Liturgy, Ceremonies or Articles. And ſhall 


they after this be called Separatiſts for not 


coming in? Doth not the Canon ſhew thar 


the Church would not have them come in, 


. when they caſt them our ? 
Obj. But the Church and Canon bid them 


repent of that their wicked errour, and publickly 
confeſs it, and ſo come 1. 

 Anf. 1. Is a mans Judgment abſolutely 
in his power ? Can a man believe a thing to 
be a wicked erroxr meerly becauſe the Ca- 


non faith ſo 2 He that can believe what his. 


liſt, believeth nothing truly. If this Belief 


be neceflary to Church Communion, and to 


eſcape danumung Schiſm, it is neceflary to 


Selvation: | - 


[ 
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Galvation: Why then is it not in*the 
Creed, Ten Commandments or Bible? Do 
you call them the 5hings 1ndifferent, and then 
call it a wicked errour to hold them ſinful 2 
Is not this to make it neceſſary to Salvation 
or Communion, to have ſo much Learning 
or Knowledge, as to-kzow all Indifferent 
words and things in the world to be tndifferent, 
which men will impoſe? I would all 
Church-Members with your and others 


I knew all neceſſary things. Do you believe 


in your heart that all, or half the Pariſhio- 
ners do know theſe things to be lawful, or 
underſtand any more of them than thoſe 
that think otherwiſe > when thouſands can- 
not anſwer a neceflary queſtion of the 


| Creed or Catechiſm; nor know who Chriſt 


is, and how he f{aveth us ? 

Why is there not a Catechiſm made con- 
taining the ſound proof that Lay-Chancellors 
power of the Keys, and Dioceſan Biſhops 


that have no Biſhops under chem, and our 


preſent Court-Church diſcipline, and all the 
Rubrick, Ceremoniesand Formsare lawful, 
if all muſt be excommunicate that think 
and fay otherwiſe ? 

Obj. If they are ſo ignorant that they can- 
nt know Church Orders to be lawful, they are 
not fit to communicate with the Church. 


Anſ. Make no Church Orders neceſlary 


to Communion, but what Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles. have made neceſlary to itz and 
% | I 2 then 


_ ” 


thencaſt out and ſpare not all as ignorant 


that refuſe them. 

2. But again, do you believe that moſt, 
or all that you keep in, are wiſer and more 
knowing than thoſe that you caſt out > How 
ſhall (uct as I believe you, who know that 
in all the Pariſhes which my cohabitation 
allowed me to know, it is the moſt know- 


ing and religious part that moſt diſſent, and 


the generality of the groſfly ignorant that 
underſtand few Articles of the Creed, do 


conform. As ignorant as I am, and hun- | 


dreds of my calling and mind, I would I 
were not only ftilenced and impriſoned, but 
put to death, on condition that all that you 


now receive as. Memvers of the Charch, 
had no more ignorance than we have. Burt | 


it's our lot, to tire our ſelves with teach: 
ing poor people to underſtand their Bap- 
tiſm, Chriſtianity, Creed, Lords Prayer, and 


Ten Commandments, and leave molt igno-. 


rant when a!l's done, and yer our ſelves at- 
ter our hardeſt and longeſt {tudy, to be 
judzed fo ignorant abour ſome Indiffterent 
things, as to-be unfit for Miniſtry or Com- 
munion. 


— 


Accuſ. If men will not obey Church Gover- | 


ours and Laws, they are Rebels, and unfit for 

Chriſtian Society. If every man ſhall follow hu 

own fancy, what Order will there be * Do = 
a 
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all Churches require obedience to their Orders ? \ 
Anſ. 1. The Church hath One Univer- 
fal King, who hath made Univerſal Laws 
for all; which muſt be firſt obeyed, and 
againſt which no man hath power. And 
yet his own Laws have things neceſſary tO all, 
in which they muſt unite, and Jzcegrals and 
Accidents which all know not, in which 
they muſt bear with one another. No man 
underſandeth all the Bible: And are many 
Laws and Books more neceflary than 
Gods ? 
2. Whoever depraveth the neceflary 
pouny of Religion by his own fancies,thould 
e rejected. But all men living err in ma- 
ny leſſer things. 
3. In what Countreys is it that your Rule 


| holds, that Rulers muſt be thus far obeyed 


in Religion ? Is it in China, or Peg, or 11- 
doſtan, or Turky ? Or is it in 1taly, Spain, Po- 
land, Sileſia, Bavaria, or France? Or is it 
at Gereva, Holland, or the Presbyterian 


 Countreys? Or is it only in England, Scot- 


land and Ireland ? And was it ſo here be- 
fore Henry the 8th. or only ſince > And 
how ſhall any know where it is, unleſs he 
try and judge his Rulers Commands by the 
Laws of God Will you follow this Rule 


| n France or Spain? Or (hall all Subjects 
judge of Kings capacities ? 


I 3 Accuf. 
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Accuſ. Bat, they hold unlawful Aſſemblies 
of their own, and worſhip God contrary to Law, 
and yield not ſo much as Paſſive Obedience. 

Anſ. 1. You know the Miniſters are 
forbidden their Office, unleſs they will 
take thoſe Oaths, Subſcriptions, Profeſſions 
and Practices, which they dare not take, 
for fear of {in and damnation: And they 


would be thankful if their reaſons may be 


heard, and if any will inſtruct them better : 
And they are confirmed in their Opinion 
by the an{wers, or no anſwers rather, made 
:0 the reaſcns already given in. And they 
are devoted or vowed to the ſacred Minz- 


ſtry in their Ordination : And if there be 


ſuch a fa as Sacriledge in the world, they 
" are confident it were Sacriledge in them to 
alienate themſelves from the Office which 


they have undertaken.As it 1s Apoftacy from 


Chriſtianity to violate our Baptiſmal Vow, 
though men ſhould command 1t, they doubt 
not bur it is perfidious Apoſtacy trom the ſa- 
cred Miniſtry, to violate the Ordination Yow, 
though Biſhops ſilence them : As 1t is Adzl- 
rery to violate the Conjugal Contra&, though 
a Biſhop ſhould require it ; ſeeing he that 
married them hath no power to unmarry 
them, unleſs they do it firſt themſelves, and 
prove Deſertors or Adulterers. Z 
-. 2. And the people that are excommuni- 
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cate, or forbidden to worſhip God publick- 
ly, unleſs they will do that which they think 
is fin, are ſtill under Gods command to wor- 
ſhip him, and not to forſake Church-afſem- 
bling for his worſhip. What would you have 
theſe Miniſters and People do ? They ſtudy 
and pray to God to convince them, if they 


| take theſe Oaths, Subſcriptions, Profeſſions 
and Practices to be fin, and they be no fan : 


They reſolve to be ruled by Gods Word : 
They are willmg to hear any thing that 


may better inform them : They wonder 


that men accuſe them that have no more to 
ſay to change them. If they deſert the Mi- 
niſtry, they fear Gods vengeance : If theſe 
poor people give over all Gods Publick 
Worſhip, and live like Atheiſts, Cqnſcience. 
living or dying will corment them. If they 
do that which they are perſwaded is fin, 


when the Impoſers call it but Indifferent, 


Paul hath antidated their Sentence ; He that 


doubteth is damned if heeat, becauſe he eateth 
nor of faith: for whatſoever 1s net of faith is ſm, 


Rom, 14. Change their Judgment they can- 
not: fin they dare not: To give over wor- 
thiping God, is to renounce Salvation : 
Change the Law or Canon, men will nor. 


« It ſeems ro me a ſtrange penalty to forbid 


men to worſhip God at all, becauſe they 
think ſome Subſcriptions or Forms to be 
{in : More ftrange than to ſay, Al! that will. 


' not wear Crape ſhall go naked: Or, all that wilt- 
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not eat Anchor1es ſhall eat nothing. Tf a man 
think the uſe 'of a Crucifix in Worthip fin- 
ful, {ure to give over all Worſhip is more 
ſinful : But men have their ways. 

2. What Worſhip 1s it that they offer 
God contrary to Law ? They are willing to 
do all required in Scripture by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles: And were they Rebels and: 
Rogues? Or is their Worſhip intolerable ? 

4. Whar harm will it do their Neigh- 
bours, or any, if they only read the Scrip- 
ture, and praiſe God with Pſalms,and preach 
and pray as God preſcribeth, without Sub- 
{criptions or Ceremonies ? Are any hurt 
by this2 Doth the ſame Liberty to the 
Datch here hurt any body,or break Peace ? 
Doth the difference of Cathedral and Pa- 
riſh Worſhip break Peace ; or of thoſe 
Churches that have Organs and Altars, and 
thoſe that have none? En | 

The Papiſts are the greateſt pretenders 
to Unity, and moſt cry down Schiſm ; and 
yet if all-will but be Servants to the Pope, 
he will Licenſe multitudes of Orders that 
more difter from one another than we from 
you: Jeſuits, Benedictines, Dominicans, | 
Carthuſians, and abundance more. - + 

5. Dare any man of Self-knowledge and 
Conſcience fay, that all your Worſhip is | 
not more faulty, than is the omiſhon of a 
Form or + Ceremony * Will not all the. 
world be forbidden to worſhip God, if all as 


5 
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bad as this be forbidden > And how many 
worſhippers of God, think you, will be left 
in England, if all muſt give over that have 
greater faults than the omiſſion of a thing 
called but Indifferent ? 

6. As to what you talk of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, though the phraſe be a contradiction, 
yet the thing meant 1s a meer cheat of one 
that hath deviſed that abſurd phraſe: And 
calls Omiſſive Obedience by the name of Paſ- 
ſroe;Omitting an Action 1s not ſuffering. Da- 
zicl was forbid to pray, and the Apoſtles to 
preach : They would not yield this Omiſſe 
Obedience, but they yielded that which is 
commonly called Paſſive. They patiently 
ſuffered. He | 

7. Do you not know that about two 
hundred thouſand in and near London cannot 
come within the doors of the Pariſh- 
Churches, (nor hundreds hear that can croud 
in 5) ſhall all theſe be made Atheiſts, or ta- 
ken for Rebels it they will not forbear to 
worthip God ? 

8. I ſuppoſe you know that many thou- 
{ands ſtay ar home in their Houſes, Shops, 
Taverns, m fin or idleneſs: Are theſe 
thought worthy of a Jail or Baniſhment ? 
Or is. their courſe better than to worſhip 


God as Peter and Paul did ? O the difference . 


between Gods Judgment and ſome mens ! 

But Gods Judgment ſhall determine all. 

- 9. Are there no unfaithful and unskilful 
ON: Muiiſters? 


Ms Th 


Miniſters > Will no Patrons chuſe ſuch ? Is 
not the Miniſters skill and faithfulneſs of 
great importance to mens Salvation 2 What 
if Biſhops or Laws impoſed an unskilful or 
untruſty Phyſician on you,and forbad you to 
chuſe a better, would you die obedient]y, 
or rather ſay, no one hath power ſo to 
_ my life? No nor your Soul nei- 
mer. 

Io. If you have the hearts of Chriſtians 
conſider this undeniable conſequence : If 
you will have no union or concord among 
Chriſtians till they agree in all things that are 
of no greater weight and evidence, than your 
forms and ceremonies are, you would have 
no concord in the world,no not between any 
two perſons : And you may as well ſay, none 
ſhall be endured that are not juſt of the ſame 
- viſage and complexion: And then all the 
doubt will be, who is the man that will be 
the ſtrongeſt and longeſt liver, to poſſeſs all 
England himfelf alone. 


— 
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Accuſ. But they ſhew that they are Perjured, 
falſe, unconſcionable Rogues, that took on them to 
ſcruple Oaths and our Church Communion«till 


now, and now can do all rather than be out of 


places of truſt. 


Arſ. 1. As to your Church communion, *- 


"can you blind mens eyes, that they ſhall not 
read, what the old Nonconformiſts have 


writ- || 


(123) 

written to perſwade men to it ? See Mr: 
Hilderſham, Bradſhaw, Gifford, Paget, Ball, 
and abundance more. And did not the pre- 


ſent Nonconformiſts ſhew the ſame judg- 


ment 1660 and 1661 in their treaty? And 


_ do not many come to your aſſemblies? And 


would they not all thatare Miniſters Preach 
there if they could have. leave ? And have 
you not. as is afore proved, Excommunica- 
ted them by your Canons 5,6, 7, 8: And is 
the Oxford Att (which imprifoneth them all 
{ix months if they be ſeen within five miles ' 
of a Corporation or any place where they 


| have preached within 20 years) an inviſtble 


thing 2 Do you lay men in jail by it, and 


yet think it muſt be unknown ? And he thar 


knowsit knows that it Sentences all ſuch to 
Jail if they be ſeen in. your Churches 2 And 
is it the courſe of humane converſe, to fay, 
If you come into any Church within five miles 


SCC. you ſhall: lie in Fall ſix months; And if 


you do not,you are Rogues and (hall he in Fail for 
zot coming ? Juſt when the Miniſters agreed 
to come more frequently than before, this 
act came out, and drove them back. You'll 
iay, They can appear in their own aſſemblies. 
Auf. 1. His Majeſty encouraged them by 
granting them Liberty by his Declaration. 
2. They have more hope there of efcap- 
ing out of your hands, than they have in 


. your own Churches. 


And do you not fee in Print what Mr. 
Ot « . | Tombes 


(124) 
Tombes the Anabaptiſt wrote long ago to 
per{wade his followers to your communion ? 
And what Mr. Nye wrote to perſwade the 
Independants tocome to yourCnurches?*what 
great change is here of their judgments? 

Obj. Bur why did not the people ao ſo all this 
while ? 

Anſ. Becauſe their own Teachers G1, as 
they thought,more profit them. Many a man 
thinks it lawful to wear rags that yet had ra- 
ther wear whole and comely cloaths ; and 
lawful to eat brown bread,and drink water, 
that will fare better when they can, and yet 
take theſe when they cannot. The people 
that had good houſes before the fire, did 
without any change of their judgments, get 
into any poor rooms or cottages after it. 

2. But ſuppoſe they lately change their 
judgments, ( as many no doubt have ) you 
that think it is for the better are ſtrange 
Chriſtians that reproach men for repenting 
and amending. Doyou call them to Church 
and reproach them for not coming, and 
ſeek to ruin them for ir, and now accuſe 
them for coming? Doth not this ſhew 
that ſome men deſired the preſent Impoſt- 
tions, not for concord of all, but to drive 
_ ſome away, leſt they ſhould come in, and 
the land have concord 2 And doth not this 
ſhew what men we have to do with ; and 
that it is ſomewhat elſe than non-conformi- 
ty which ſuch men hate > Your Juſtice 1s 


[Come | 
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[Come to Church,or lie in Jail as Schiſmaticks : 
And if you come you are perfidions rogues, |Whe- 
ther they do or do not, all's one to ſuch 
judges : +who have {ome other hateful mat- 
ter in their Eye. 

Obj. But their doing it juſt now to keep their 
Charter, and keep from ſuffering, proveth that 
they are perfidious Rognes, | 

Anſ. 1. T pray tell men oft brains and 
ſenſe, for what it is that you would have 
men Excommunicated, and Jaid in Jail or 
Fined, if they Conform not ? Do you do 
all this without any purpoſe or hope to 
drive them to conformity ? And do you do it 
only to make them perfidious Rogues. If ſuffer- 
ing may not alter them, why do you ule it 
on them ? 

2. But who knows not that ſome things 
are lawful to avoid ſuftering which elſe 
would not be lawful. It is lawful to caſt 
your goods into the Sea to fave the Ship and 
mens lives; Whichelſe were a fin: Ir's law- 
ful to give a Thief your purſe to-ſave your 
life, which elſe were unlawful : Ir's lawful 
to blow up neighbours houſes to ſtop a fires 


* Chriſt proved it lawful to break the Sab- 


bath in caſes of neceſiity ; he withdrew into 
the Wilderneſs and far from Fernſalem, to 
avoid the phariſees perſecution. And Paul 
was let down by the Wall in a basket ; 


Which without danger of ſuffering, had not 
been lawful : Though no {fin muſt be done 


to 


my 


_ : wy Ip __ 


to avoid ſuffering, yet that may and muſt be 
done, which ſelf-preſervation makes no in, 


but a duty ; To kill a man that affaults you 
in your own defence is not the ſame crime 
as unneceſlarily to kill him. 

' But as to the other caſe of taking the Cor- 

poration Oath and Declaration, if you know 
the caſe (as you ſhould do before you accuſe 
men } you know that it 1s the true ſence of 
them that is all the controverſy : No body 
ſcruples ſwearing Loyalty, and renouncing 
Rebellion and Sedition, and all unlawful 
means of reformation: That which makes 
it difficult is that on one fide, the proper 
univerſal ſence of the words ſeems to them 
unlawful, and Oaths muſt be taken in the 
uſual ſence, unleſs our Rulers give another, 
yet on the other fide, learned, ſober Confor- 
miſts profeſs that they take ſuch words in 
the limited ſence, or elſe they would not 
take them; And they argue ſubtilly to 
prove that to be the true ſence; And our 
Law-makers to whom it belongs will not 
end the controverſy by an expoſition. And 
can you wonder here if men fluttuate in un- 
certainty ? And a late writer having given 
ſubtiler argumentsfor the limited ſence than 
were pubiithed before, did perſwade many : 
And in that limited ſence twenty Noncon- 
formiſt Miniſters took the oath long ago 
in London at one time. 

But I juſtify none that miſtake in fo 
EE: great 
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greata matter. Anddoubtleſs if they finned 
God will not bleſs it to their good ; It will 
prove their ſnare : And I am glad*that we 
are agreed that Perjury is a heinous fan : I 
beſeech you then to conſider, 1. Whether 
thoſe men are fit to accuſe them who drive 
them to it, and ſay to Miniſters, Swear or lye 
in Fail: 2. Or thoſe who are of the mind of 
Gr0t1ts, Biſhop Taylor and ſuch others, that 
Lying is Lawful when it {aves our ſelves, 
and wrongs no other : And of thoſe Divines 
chat ſay, It's as lawful to defend my felf from 
pernicious Impoſers with my tongue as with 
my hands. | 

2. Let us all with fear (tho believe 
there is a God ) avoid the dreadful crime of 
perjuring the whole land. This whole King- 
dom 1s {worn againſt all Forreign Juriſdiftion 
mn the Oath of Supremacy ; and againit all 


endeavours fo alter the Government of Church 


o State, by 1. the Corporation A, 2. The 
Veſtry Ac, 3. The 411ia Act, 4. The 
Oxford of Confinement. 5. And obliged by 
the Ak of Uniformity. Is it not perjury 
than to endeavour any alteration of it ? 
I. What ſhall we then think of them thar 
would bring in Popery ? would they not per- 
jure the Kingdom ? 2. What ſhall we ſay of 
them that write fora Forreign Church Ju- 
riſdiction, under the name of General Coun- 
cils, or a Colledge of Biſhops, or of For- 
rexgn Patriarchs, of whom the Pope is chieh 
| | an 


es . "I . i I 4 . : hs ur . hy PP — "0% "« os $5 4 
. « L "4 7 
. be, 
I 2 " Fl 
. 
oY 


ING 


and the Principium unjtatis, to the univerſal 
Church. Isitno change of our Chuxch Go- 
vernment to bring us under a forreign Ju- 
ri{diction ? Is it no change of State Govern- 
ment to make the King and Kingdom, Sub- 
ject to that forreign Juriſdiction, who may 


excommunicate him, and ſo bring on him 


. all the evil which Excommunication infer- 
reth> And what man in his wits knoweth 
not that Prelates and Prieſts are much at 
the will and power of the Princes under 


whom they live 2 Doth not our King expe& | 


that his Biſhops obey him ? And thoſe that 


muſt have this Univerſal Juriſdiction over 


our King and us, are the Subjects of other 
Princes, of which the far greateſt part are 
Papiſts, Mahometans, Infidels, Heathens, or 
ſuch as are called Hereticks; And if our 


King and we be made Subje& to the Sub- 
jects of the Turk, the Pope, the Kings of _ 


Spain, France, Poland, the Emperor, the 


Moſcovite, the Dukes of Bavaria, T, uſcany T i) 8 


and ſuch like, is he not made a Subject 


to their Lords and Maſters, and much 


worſe 2 Will not this project perjure Emng- 
land ? | 

3. Whether it be any alteration of Go- 
vernment by them that would change the 
Power and uſe of Parliaments, I leave to 
Lawyers. 


4. But I would fain be ſatisfied of another 


caſe. Theſe Kingdoms of England and 5 ow, 
an 
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ſome at their Compotions, who 
en ſequeſtred for the King: Ts Vow 
contained divers matters,of which fome are 
notorious duties, as to repent of their ſins, 
to oppoſe Popery,Schiſm, and Prophaneneſs; 
to defend the King, &c. It's not denied by 
moſt that I meet with, that this Oath ar - 
Vow was unlawfully impoſed, and unlaw- 
fully taken, and many think ſome of the 
matter was unlawful, viz. to oppoſe Prela- 


- Cy, &c. Bur ſeeing Caſuiſts are agreed, that 


an Oath unlawfully both impoſed and taken, 
bindeth to that part of the marrer which is 
lawful and neceſlary, notwithſtanding the 
Conjunction of the reſt. And the Corpora- ' 
tions of Englandare all formed by a Decla- 
ration taken by all in power and truſt, that 
[ There 1s no Obligation, ( without the leaſt 
Exception ) 0# me or any other perſon from the 
Oath called the Solemn League and Covenant 3 


The doubt is whether every man may de- 


clare that, of all the thouſands of three King- 
doms ( whom henever knew, ) no one 1s 
bound by that Oath, or Vow, to repent of 
his fins, or in his place and calling to oppoſe 
Schiſm, Popery, or Prophaneneſs, or co de- 
fend the King? and whether all may declare 
that the Zondoners and Miniſters, and the 
reſtored old Parliament, and General onks 
Army who reſtored the King, as ſuppoſing 


they were bound to it by that Oath, were 
K all 


| (130) 
all deceived, and were under no fuch obli- 
ation thefce? And whether I am not 
und incharity to think that the ſequeſtred 
Royaliſts put a good ſence on 1t, when they 
took it ? And ſo whether all the Corpora- 
tions of Englaxd are free from —And for 
what it is that God hath ſingled them out for 
Judgment? 
If you be agreed with us ( and with man- 


kind ) againſt ſo great a 11n as Perjury, eſpe-' 


cially national, ler us help one another with 
Loveand Patience to reſolve ſuch doubts. 


——— r — Xn A — — 


Accul. But they have been guilty of Re- 
bellionin a Civil War, and therefore are juſtly 
ſuſpefted to Preach or hold Rebellious Dottrine. 
 Anſ. 1. Are thoſe men lovers of Love 
and Coricord who purpoſely make uſe of 


pardoned a&ts tokeep the Kingdoms wounds 


ſtill open> Did not the King tell you in 
_ his Declarations and Act of Oblivion, that 


the putting up of a)l ({ave to the excepted ' 
- perſons ) and cloſing for the future in mu- | 


tual love, was the only way to the Nations 
peace? You would tempt men to think that 
you deſire to ſee ſuch days again, by trying 
whether deſtroying men will cempt nature to 
a ſelf-defence. 

2. But you have oft had it proved ( by 
Henry Fowlis, Biſhop Barlow and abundance 


more) that no Proteſtants' come near the , | 
Principles | - 
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Principles and Practices of the Papiſts, as to 
King-killing and Rebellion. And if yet you 
know not that the War began between two 
parties of Epiſcopal conformiſts, here among 
the Engliſh, you are unfit to judge of that 
which you know not: And by reading Rſh- 
worth, Whitlock.or any true Hiſtories of ſuch 
times and matters, you may be better in- 
formed: As you may of their different 
principles if you read Fewe!, Biſhop Bilſoz, 
and Richard Hooker on one {1de, and Main- 
warning and Sibchorp on the other. 

3. But how few men are alive that had 
any hand in thoſe miſerable Wars ? You 
have oft been offered a thouſand thanks if 
you will filence and hunt no other that are 
as innocent as you, and more than many of 
of their accuſers. And ſhall chouſands ſuffer 
for other mens deeds? 3. What will wiſe 
men think of ſuch a ſort of men, as charge 
multitudes in general with Rebellious and 


Seditious Doctrine, and have accuſed fo few 


of any ſuch theſe twenty years, that I know 
not of one publickly Accaſed, Tryed and 
Proved guilty, of all called Presbyteri- 
ans in all this Land ? If they are guilty prove 
it, and let the guilty ſuffer, and not the 
innocent : Only had I my wiſh I would 
Bar Perjury, andCondemning men unheard. 


——_—_— 
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Accuſ. They «re an unpeaceable ſort of people. 
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22 two years manifeſted moſt deſires of 
Peace? They that have beg'd for it again 
and again : Pleaded and written for it: 
Offered their Oaths that they would obey 
any lawful Commands for it, and do any 


thing which they did not believe that God + 


forbids? Or thoſe Biſhops that would not 
haveone Form or Ceremony, or needleſs 
Subſcription forborn,. to ſave thouſands of 
Miniſters from being ſilenced and laid in 
Common jails, nor to ſave many thouſand 
of the people from ſuffering, and to heal the 
divifions of the Church. One would think 
this ſhould be as eaſte a Controverſy,as when 
Soldiers are plundering the Country,and the 
people on their knees intreating for their 
goods and lives, todetermine which of them 
15 moſt againſt War. 


— 


| Accuſ. Bur what need they make ſuch a ſtir 


with their Religion : What need they any more 
than go to Church and live obeaiently and be 
guiet 2 Why will they be righteous over much;will 
not leſs ado bring men to Heaven ? Why do they 
differ from their Neighbours, and judge all car- 
nal that be not as Scrupulous as they? God is 


merciful 5 and will he ſave none but Puritans, or 


preciſe zealots ? 
Anſ. Now you come to the real matter 
of your diſtaſt : I did not meddle with the 


caſe of Nonconformity as itis a Controverly 


between Godly men, but only as you make 
| a 
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a pretence of it, to exerciſe your enmity a- 
gainſt ſerious Godlinels, and a handle to lay 
hold on many whom Chriſt will juſtify and 
ſave. To all before ſaid I add, 

I. If you think they do too much, ſearch 


| the Scriptures, and ſee whether it be not leſs 


than God commandeth > And if ſo, is it 
not God whom you accuſe and reproach ? 

2. If they do too much in obeying God, 
why do Canon-makers impoſe ſuch abun- 
dance on them, as if God had not impoſed 
enough? 

3. Why do you never find fault with 
men for being too ſtrong, too healthful, roo 
rich, too great, but only for being too obe- 
dient to God > When Chriſt ſaith ; If we 
did all that God commandeth we muſt fay, 
we are unprofitable Servants, we have done 
no more than was our duty, and the beſt on 
Earth come ſhort of duty. But this which is 
the Core I anſwered before. And conclade, 
thac all that be in their right wits can eaft- 
lier bear all your accuſations and perſecuti- 
ons of us.as if we did too much in obedience 
to God, than the accuſation of Conſcience 


_ and the diſpleaſure of God for doing too 


little: Which alas when we have done our 
beſt would fink us into deſpair, had we not 
the merits of Chriſts ſuffering and perfect 
righteouſnels to truſt to. 


K 3 Chap. - 
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Chap. V. An humble Expoſtulation with 

the Engliſh Papijts who by Information 
and Proſecution ſeek our rune. |: 


i þ Hough it be not Popery as ſuch that I 
4 amhere reaſoning againſt, the courſe 
that many Papiſts take in ſeeking our de- 
ſtruction, giveth me caule of this humble ex- 
poſtulation: And I ſpeak now of no 0- 


ther, but of them. I mean, 1. Thoſe that 


write ſo hotly and ragingly to provoke Su- 


periors to ruine us. 2. Thoſe that make a- | 


trade of being delators againſt us for wor- 
ſhiping God as we do. 3. Thoſe of them 
that break in upon us with greateſt haugh- 
tineſs and fury, to take away all our goods, 
and ſeek our impriſonment. 4. Thoſe 
that ſeek to:ruine us by thoſe Laws which 
were made againſt themſelves. 5. Thoſe 
that would make Superiors believe that our 
Dot&rine 1s more rebellious than theirs. To 
theſe1 offer a few modeſt queſtions. 

Qs. 1. There are ſome among you that 
profeſs great Spirituality and ſtridtneſs in Re- 
ligion : Serenus Crefſy wrote to me ( com- 
mending Þaker's book which he publiſhed) 
that he forſook the Church of England be- 
cauſe he found no Spiritual contemplation 
and devotion among us. Such as Nerize, Sales, 
Kemps, Gerſon Borromens,Renti, &c. are real- 


Iy the chief honour of your Church, Much of + 


that for wiuch Iam hated by the Enemies of 


- 


ſerious |. 
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ſerious godlineſs, [acknowledge toGods praile, 
I was firſt chiefly awakened to by a book 
written by one whom Watſon, and others of 
your party grievouſly accule, I mean Parſons 
Book of Reſolution corrected by Bunny. 
True Chriſtianity and Godlinels 1s the ſame 
thing in all that have ir. Your Prieſt Mr. 
Hutchinſon,alias Berry, writeth that the moſt 
of ſerious Godlineſs among Proteſtants is 
found among thoſe called Puritans: So that 


#$ TI was fain to defend the Conformiſts againſt 


his charge : All this being ſo, is it the Spirit 


of God that engageth and enrageth you with 


the moſt deſtructive bitterneſs againſt thoſe 
men whom you confeſs to be the moſt Reli- 


* gious,meerly becaule they are ſtiffeſt againſt 


your Church Government and way of wor- 
thip > And do you not know that it tendeth 
more ſenſibly than diſputes, to perſwade the 
people whom you thus hate and proſecute, 
that your Religion is malignant, and enmity 
to real Godlineſs ? 

24. 2. Do you think it is prudent for you, 


| aS ſoon as ever you get up and before you 
\ dare openly own your name and cauſe, to 
' begin with Malice, Rage and Cruelty, and 
| that againſt the moſt religious (as you ſay? ) 


Will not this perſwade the people that all is 
true that is ſaid of your intended cruelty, and 
make them fear you, as ſo many Leopards 
or Wolves ? W1ll they not ſay, it the young 


| Serpents can ſo. eafily ſting, what wall the 
Ei. 0 
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old ones do? And if your infancy here be- 
gin with {ſuch deſtructive zeal,w hat will you 
do when you are at full growth ? 

2x. 3. You cannot- be ignorant what 
cauſe to accuſe your Church with Cruelty 
and Blood, hath been given the world by |] 
your Church Laws and Practices : By the 
Council at the Laterane under Innocent 3d 
the Council for damning Henrician Here- 
ticks, even Kings that claim Inveſtiture of 
Biſhops, and thoſe that decree the burning 


of all that you call Hereticks : By the mur- ] 


der of ſo many thouſand Albigenſes, Walden- 
ſes, Bohemians, 8c. By the Inquiſitions more 
inhumane cruelties in Belgium and Spain, &c, 
By the Maſlacres in France, and the murder 
of Henry TII. and IV. By Queen Maries 
flames ; By the two hundred thouſand mur- 
dered in Ireland: And there be many among 
you who diſown all this, and (ay it is not 
from the principles of your Religion (when 
yet General Councils approved are your 
Religion it ſelf.) This being copiouſly 
opened ( as I faid before by Henry Fowls, 
Biſhop Barlow, &c-) had it not been more . 
prudent for you to have begun with Lenity 
and Love, to have drawn men to think that 
you are better minded, than to per{wade 
them that you are of your rulers and fore- 
fathers mind, and mean to imitate them ? 
24.4. Have you not obſerved that all par: 
ies have faln by forcing multitudes tobe | 
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/ their enemies by ſeeking to deſtroy or hurt 


them 2 Moſt men lovequietneſs, and will 
live in peace, if others will give them leave : 
But when they ſee that they muſt offend 0- 
thers, or not defend themſelves, it fers all 
their wit and power on work againſt their 
intolerable enemies : There are few crea- 
tures in the world that have not ſome power 
and inclination to hurt others for their own 
defence. The Bee hath a Sting to defend 
her Hive and Honey. And do you not re- 
member that your ſufferings in Eng/and came 
moſt by Queen Maries flames, and the Spa- 
7iſh Invaſion, and the many Treaſons againſt 
Queen El:Zabeth and by the. Powder Plot ? 


| And how the French Maſlacre and Murders 
'of Kings, and the horrid Inquiſition fet all 


our Parliaments againſt you? And how the 
Murder of 200000 in Ireland drove many 
thouſands into the Parliaments Army that 
elſe would not have gone? And will you yet 
ſtir up all the Land to fear and hate you ? 
Qz. 5. Is it not both imprudent and un- 
righteous for you of all men to turn thoſe 
Laws againſt us, which were made againſt 
ou, and have (c 
led you? You will by this call people to 
take notice of them, that did not before. 
For my own pat | 
you, fo I know tet that any of. the Miniſters 
did, whoſe ruine you endeavour. We hear 


_ of none of your, ſufferings by any ſuch.- In-. 


deed 


0 much ſlept, and little trou-* 


t, as I never hurt any of. 
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deed theſe late years many have died as for 
the Plot ſo much talkr of. But by whom 
did they die? Was it not by the acculation 
and witnels of Papiſts > Were not Oar, Bed- 
low, Dugdale, Turbervile, Prance, Danyerfield, 
Feniſon, Smith, alizs Barry, the York-thire 
Witneſles, and the reſt beitdes the Iriſh, all 
men of your felves, that came ont of your 
own Boſoms ? whether the mendicd jir/itly or 
anyultly I leave to God; But {ure it as men 

af your own ſelves that did it. And will you 
be revenged for this on ſuch Proteſtants that 
medled not init? - | 
And you ſhould remember that you and 
we have a Proteſtant King, who hath ſworn 
all his Kingdom againſt all forreign juriſ- 
diction, and all endeavour of any - fern 
of Government in Church or ſtate, and ſo 
much abhors Popery that he hath made - a 
law ſeverely to puniſh all that ſhall bur raiſe 
any ſuſpicion that he is a Papiſt. And you -- 
muſt in reaſon take heed of a:ſhonouring 
and defaming him, by defaming Proteſtants 
in general. | 


And ſure fince Queen Elizabeths days we 4 N 
have had no Kings whom you can juſtly ac- 


cuſe of cruelty towards you. No not King 
Fames when the Powder Plot had provoked 


himzif half be true that the Biſhop of Ambran © þ * 


faith of his conference with him, or that 
Ruſpworth and others ſay of the. Oath of the 
King, ' Priace and Council for Toleration, F 
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you are diſingenuous if you accuſe them of 
cruelty or rigorous ſeverity. £ 
In your Philanax Anglicws (as formerly in 
the Image of both Churches)you make all cal- 
led Proteſtants of ſincerity, to be of Rebelli- 
ous principles, and their Religion introdu- 
ced by it;and yet profeſs that.you honour che: 
King, as if you would have men doubt whe- 
ther he be a Proteſt ant of ſancerity, Or elſe 
wereas bad as you deſcribe. Had the fevere 
Laws been executed againſt you, eſpecially 
for meer Religion, no one Could 
ou defired relief ; But while you live quiet- 
y,and Words and Paper hurt you not (that I 
- hear of) to begin with ſo much hurtfulneſs 
to them that medled not with you, will 
diſſerve your cauſe. RE a 


Qs. 6. And ts it conſiſtent with reaſon- - 


| able modeſty to go about to make the 
World believe that the Proteſtant Doctrine 
15 lefs loyal than yours 2 Do youthink your 


+4*+ Books are inviſible,6: all your practices for- 


* gotten:It is none of the buſineſs of this writ- 


*[* ing to accuſe you herein, of any thing bug, ; 
' falſly accuſing others, and ſeeking to deſtroy” *: 


us on ſuch accuſation. Though you may thus 
deceive the ignorant that know no-more of 
' you than what you tell them, that will but 


-F-. | rurn to your diſhonour at laſt. Are not your 


foreſaid Council Canons which are your 
Religion, viſible ? Have not the forecited, 


your 


wonder if 


* * 
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your Doors which may better inform men? 
Are all the Wars of Italy, Germany, &C. a- © 
—_ Princes and Emperors, for the Pope, 

reotten 2 Was it nota Council of your 
Biſhops that decreed that all the carcaſſes of 
thoſe Biſhops that were for the Henrician He- 
refy (that is, for the Emperors power of 
inveſting Biſhops and his exemption from 
being excommunicated and depoſed by the 
Pope)ſhould be digged out of their Graves, 
and Burnt? Was 1t not a council that de- 
poſed Lndovicus Pius ? How many more ſuch 
as have they done ? And are not your moſt 
learned Doctors allowed to publiſh the juſti- 
fication ofthe Popes power to excommuni- 
cate & depoſle Kings if they deſerve it(in his 
judgment?) Do not your politick Writers, 
Caſuiſts and Divines ordinarily hold that the 
people give Kings,their power,and may take 


it away when they forfeit it, and that tyran- } 


ny is ſuch a forfeiture ? And that the people 
thould not ſuffer a Heretick to reign ? And 
that ſubje&ts may be abſolved from their 
Oaths of Allegiance, according to the fore- 
aid Laterane and Greg.7. Roman Councils ? . 
But too much is ſaid of this by many,and the 
\ Caſe is paſt a modeſt denial. 

Even thoſe Proteſtants that were in Arms 
for the Parliament, and reſtored the King, 
- were (o far from thinking that their Oaths 
of Allegiance may be diſpenſed with, that if 
I knew any thing of thoſe mea and times, it - 
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was principally the Conſcience of two Oaths 
( the Oath of Allegeance, and the Oath cal- 
led the Covenant) that by them overcame 
the oppoſition of the other Army,and brought 
home the King. It was this that engaged the 
Miniſters of England againſt both Cromwel 
and a Common-wealth : and the Miniſters 
were followed by moſt of the religious peo- 
ple of the land, which broke the adverſaries 
ſtrength:It was this that engaged the exclud- 
ed members of the ( then ) long Parliament: 
It was this that engaged the City of London: 
It ſeems it was this that engaged Gen. ornk's 
Army,when they 1ay in their addreſs to him, 
( ſeeit, in Ergtands Triumph for K. Charles the 
2d p.85. ) | © We hope to-evince to his Majeſty 
* and all the world, that we and all thoſe that 
* have been engagedin the Parliaments cauſe, 
* are his Majeſties beſt and moſt real ſubjetts 
* and that your Excellency and the Armies un- 
© der your command, have complied with the ob- 
** ligations for which they were firſt raiſed, *for 
** the preſervation of the true Proteſtant Reltgi- 
\* on, the Honour and Dignity of the King, the 
* Priviledgesof Parliament the Liberty andPe 

*perty of the Subjets, and the Fundanieutal 
* Laws of the land. ] | 


I am not juſtifying all that I recite; I doubt | 


not but they were mnch miſtaken.Bur'if they 
had then been told that ſhortly all- the Cor- 
poration Offices and Truſts in England ſhall be 
conſtituted by a perſonal Declaration of 
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every one, that [ There « no obligation ou any 
perſon from the Oath called the Solemn Cove- 
nant | to reſtore the King, oppoſe Schiſm, or 
toany thing whatever, the effe&t would have 
been ſuch, as makes me wonder that the 
Royaliſts ( as then called ) ſhould be very _ 
eager to make all fuch declare, that all theſe 
Souldiers, Miniſters, Parliament and Citizens | 
that reſtored the King as bound to it by that 
Oath, were therein miſtaken, and no ſuch 
- Obligation thence was on them. | 
Qu, 7. I need not name to you the ſorry 
fellows out of the Jails,where they lay for in- 
human villanies that have been our zealous, 
ranting, tearing, proſecuters? And do you 
think ſuch actors are an honour-to your 
cauſe ? If it be good, uſe good men in it. 
24. 8. Why do you play your game under 
board, and behind the Curtain ? If you are 
not aſhamed of your cauſe,openly own it. Is 
falſhood, lying and diflembling beſeeming 
them that ſay they are of a Church out of A 
which none can be ſaved?I remember when F 
Terret, alias Fohn(sn, had ſeduced the eldeſt 
Daughter of theCounteſs of Balcarres (whom | 
they ſtole away and made a Nun in France), | 
and ſhe was after askt, why the did ſo long 
go to our Churches, join in family worſhip, |. 
. read Proteſtant Books, and talk againſt the | 
—_— and deride them,afterſhe was a Pa- 
piſt her ſelf;ſhe anſwered that they had leave 
to do all that as long as they did not openly 
By PCr ofeſs 4 


7 —_ " 


Bur when once they were diſcovered and 

openly profeſſed themſelves Roman Carho- 

licks, they muſt then ſuffer any thing rather 

than conform to us. [- 

| Gods cauſe needeth not ſuch jugling and 
ing. 

bf : 24a. 9. Why do you not ingenuouſly plead 


deſtruction ? x. Your arguings are common- 
ly fitted only to cheat the ignorant by am- 
biguities,and confuſion,and equivocal terms; 
Your queries or methods to the French fuf- 
f ferers, are only a formed cheat,by confound- 
1 ing, I. Subjection to Governours,and Com- 
S munion with neighbour Churches. 2. Com: 

- Mmunion with yourChurch in Chriſtianity-and 
Communion with its fins. 3. A Catholick 
» Church informed only by the ſoveraignty of 
Chriſt, and a pretended univerſal Church in- 
A formed by the foveraignty of Man (aMonarch 
F ora Church-Parliament. ) 4. The office of 
keeping, delivering and teaching men Gods 
Laws,and an abſolute power to Judge of their 
ſence, and to make more as a ſupplement to 
their defects, obliging all the world on: pain 

| - - _— and Death: And more 
1 1iuch. | 


derſtanding Conſcience, before you ſeek our 


| ſafe to anſfiver upon the importunicy of Mrs 


' Profels their Religion,and were not detected. 


your cauſe againſt us, ſo as may ſatisfy an un- . 
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2. Any writings which undeniably open. 
your frauds,you take no notice of,nor vouch 
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Fohnſsn, and divers others ; I have latel 
written; I. A reply to Fohnſon. 2. Aſma 
book in anſwer to one of your Papers, to 


prove that we have a certainty of Chriſtianity * 


without Popery. 
3. Inanſwer to another, a ſmall Book 


..... Called, Full and Eaſy ſatisfaftion which 1s the 


rue Religion, None of them will you anſwer, 
nor thoſe before written : But inſtead of a 
ſober inveſtigation of the truth, ſome of you 
raiſe odious {landers of my life, and threat- 


en and ſeek my deſtruction. I never hurt 


any of you, as I {aid before, nor ever per- 


: ſwaded any to ſeverity againſt you. I have 
- longago publickly propoſed terms on which .|. 


we might live together as neighbours in 
peace. But deſtruction and miſery are in 


your way ( that I have obſerved?) and the 


way of peace you have not known. 


There are three things which alienate 
common Chriſtians from you more than all - 


other diſputes. 1. That you can go ſo open- 


ly againſt the plaineſt words of God ( as in | 


blotting out the Second Commandment, in 
notorious contradicting 1 Cor. 12. and Rom, 
T4, and 15. about the terms of Church Umni- 
on and Communion ; about Latin Prayers 


and- Worſhip to the ignorant, denying the. 


Cup to the Laity, denying fenſe- in Tran- 
ſubſtantiation ). - | 
2. That go befriend Ignoranceſo much, 
Dy the ſaid 
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| foread the Scripture trariflated, and accuſe 


_— Spirit of writing obſcurely, to cover 
this. 6 
3. That your Religion liveth by cruelty . 
and blood, and cannot ſtand without it : 
Which art leaſt in prudence you ſhould hide 
as long as you can; Or at leaſt not:defign to 
make the 1gnorant and vicious Proteſtants; 
your Profelytes and Agents conjundtly :to 
ruin thoſe whom your Conſciences: know. 
to be the moſt Conſciencious and ſeriouſly 


_ religious. 


By which already the flock of Chriſt do 


. (under your Sheeps cloathings ) ſo judge of 


you by your fruites, that if any man that is 


called a Proteſtant. Clergy-man, do but 


Write and Preach for cruelty and ruin to- 


{: wards ſerious Conſcionable Chriſtians | 
Pldet 


ple by this very mark do preſently 
that he is either a Papiſt or ſo near them as 


. that he is ready to pals over to them, whom 


he {o affiſteth in deſiructive work. AT 
Qs. What muſt be the cure of Maligni- 
ty ? | 
Anſ. When the heel of the holy ſeed is 
{ufficiently bruiſed, the Serpents Head muſt 
be broken. 1. The War in Heaven which 
formerly caſt down the Dragon, muſt break 
the ſupream Serpentine Head: I. Then 
his Heads military on Earth will be broken. 
[. The uſurping univerſal Head called Ec- 


q. c{ſiaſtical : Il. (The national Serpe entine ine | 


(146) &* oo 
Heads. I. Exterior 3 Mahometan and Hea- 
hen. IL. Interior; called falſly Chriſtian : 
I.- Serpentine Monarchs, that War' againſt 
Chriſt. II. Serpentine Prelates and their Pa- . 
trons, that fight againſt Chriſt as in his own 
name, and/by his pretended commiſſion. 
_  Andall this by Chriſt, and not by ſinful 
means. . 
Reformation is begun 4 A£z0ritis at the 
loweſt, for perſonal Salvation of the Elect : 
Bur a.. Majoritis, at the Heads for publick 
welfare: And God muſt raiſe Reforming 
Princes and Paſtors to that end. 
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; by Baxter's Catholick Theology. Folio. 
M A Third Volume of Sermons Preach- _ 
ed by the late Reverend and Learned Tho, 
Manton D. D. In two parts. Folio. 

A Hundred Sele& Sermons on ſeveral 
Texts, of Fifty on the Old Teſtament, and- 
Fifty on the New. Folio. 

Choice and Practical Expoſitions on four 
Select Pſalms. Folio. Both by the Reve- 
rend and Learned Tho. Horton D. D. late 
Miniſter of St. Helens, London. 

The true Prophecies and Prognoſtications 
of Michael Noſtrodamus, Phyſician to Henry 
the Second, Francis the Second, and Charles 
the Ninth, Kings of France, and one of the 
Beſt Aſtronomers that ever were. Folio. 

Sixty one Sermons, Preached moſtly on 
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Printed by Adam Littleton D. D. Rector of 
Chelſea 1n Middleſex, Folio. 
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FE...  rious Inſtrument thereof. By Marthew Mead 
LEE Paſtor of a Church of Chriſt at Stepney. 4t0, 
= «::Fhe Life of Faith in every State. By 
: Bicb, Baxter. - Ato. Dh 

- Alderman. 4ſpur/t's Funeral Sermon. 40. 
&- _ AkKey for Catholicks to open the Jug- 

z-.- hogs of che Jeſuics : The firſt part of an- 
ke. - Fvering all their common Sophiſms : The 

= . Tecond againſt the Soveraignty and neceſſity 
©. of General Councils. 4:0. 5 SIN 
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